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tridge shield dropped down and shell partly thrown out. 





REMINGTON NAVY. REVOLVER, WITH EJECTOR; ADAPTED TO METALLIC CARTRIDGES.—Cut showing pistol in position to load, hammer at half-cock, gate of car- 





THE accompanying cut presents a full-size view of a recent 
modification of the well-known and approved Remington Navy 
Revolver. Of this pistol, which for years has been the recog- 
nized weapon in the U. 8S. Navy, more than a hundred thou- 
sand had been sold previously to the introduction of metallic 
ammunition. A very convenient and effective improvement, 
suggested by the change from loose powder and ball to brass 
or copper-shell charges, was made two or three years since. In 
this type two cylinders, easily transferable, were provided, the 
one adapted to loose and the other to metallic ammunition ; so 
that, in the possible default of his cartridge supply, the posses- 
sor of a “ Remington Navy” could have recourse to powder and 
ball in their original shapes. The popularity of this improv- 
ment has been very great. Cartridges, however, having now 
become as universal an item in stock as were their antecedent 
taples, the age of progress demands a further step—this times 
in the manual convenience of the pistol. The present modifica- 
tion, as is obvious from the cut, refers to the expulsion of the 
discharged shell. 

In this new type of the Navy, the proportions and calibre of 
the favorite old arm are preserved. The process of shell expul- 
sion is performed by hand, through the always certain and 
easy operation of a rod, so secured in its socket as never to be 
lost. Simple directions for manipulation are as follows : 

To Loap—“ Grasp the stock with the left hand, half-cocking ; 
open the shield at the base of the cylinder with the thumb of 
the right hand and insert the cartridges, rotating the cylinder 
for that purpose with the thumb of the left hand. Close the 
shield.” 

To ReMovE SHELLS—* Half-cocking with same grasp as in 
the former operation, throw open the shield; with the right 
hand disengage the ejecting rod by dropping the lever which 
secures it in place. Then, rotating the cylinder as before, the 
downward plunge of the rod quickly thrusts ont the shells. 
The arm, in a loaded condition, should be carried with the nose 
of the hammer engaged in a safety notch between the two car- 
tridges.” 

The distinctive merits of this expedient are of a practical 
nature, the only possible objection to it being credited to the 
casuistry which is apt to depreciate an operation on account of 
its simplicity. With a very little practice the natural manipu- 
lation of this easily arranged plunger expels the discharged 
shells as promptly as the most exactly made automatic ejector, 
and it will bear all kinds of usage without getting out of order, 
while experience shows that the elaborate mechanism of the 
latter device is not adequately strong forrough treatment. The 
addition of the shield at the rear of the cylinder furnishes both 
® prevention against the escape of cartridges of the occasional 
small gauge, and at the same time provides an extra resistance 
base at the moment of ere is not without decided 
value. 

The Remington Navy Revolver in its design is perhaps the 
strongest weapon of its type, having no hinges, as its frame is 
constituted of a single piece of metal. The present improve- 
ment, it is worth noting, has been secured without deviating 
from the original strength or simplicity of the arm, so that it 
is now especially available for military uses. Being a most ex- 
cellent shooter and of the same chambering as the .38 rifle—a 
popular calibre, it is especially adapted to target practice. 
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STATIONS OF THE REGIMENTS OF THE U. 8. ARMY, BY COMPANIES. (Frskuany 5, 1873.) 
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THE ARMY, 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 

W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General EF. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 

W. 7: Sherman, General of the Army of the United States. 
Colonel W._D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Wark DEPARTMENT, 








ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASIINGTON, January 9, 1873. 
General Orders No. 4. 


The last paragraph of General Orders No. 103, Novem- 
ber 27, 1872, from this office, is hereby amended to read 
as foliows: 

When repairs become absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of public buildings or property that are 
rapidly deteriorating, Department commanders, with the 
approval of their division commanders, may order the 
purchase of material, not to exceed in amount five hun- 
dred dollars ($500) for any one post; but hereafter no 
estimate for a greater amount than this will be filled 
until it shall have been submitted to and ordered by the 
Secretary of War. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

Tuos. M. Vincent, Assistant Adjutant-General. 





ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 15, 1873. 
General Orders No. 5. : 

When necessary for the transaction of the public 
business, an extra issue of adamantine candles will be 
allowed, as follows: 

For the office and store-rooms— 

Of the chief quartermaster, or chief commissary, of a 
military division, department, district, or depot of sup- 
ply, from April 1 to September 30, not exveeding, per 
month, ten pounds. 

Of the quartermaster or commissary of a military post, 
from April 1 to September 30, not exceeding, per month, 
five pounds. 

From October 1 to March 31, not exceeding, per month, 
double the above quantities, 

These extra issues will be made by the Subsistence 
Department, on returns signed by the quartermaster or 
commissary, and approved by the commanding officer, 
who will determine whether the whole or oniy part of 
the allowance shall be issued. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-Ger eral. 


War DEPARTMENT, 





General Orders No. 6 publishes for the information of 
the Army “un act to authorize the construction of 
bridges across the Ohio, and to prescribe the dimensions 
of the same.” Approved December 17, 1872. 

General Orders No. 7 publishes an act for the re- 
lief of William Howard, approved December 20, 1872, 
and one for the relief of Samuel Hitchcock, approved 
December 20, 1872. 

General Orders No. 8 publishes “an act authorizing 
the construction of railroad bridges across the Mobile 
river and other navigable streams tributary to Mobile 
Bay, in accordance with the acts of the Legislature of 
the State of Alabama, and to establish them as post- 
roads,” approved December 24, 1872. 





ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 17, 1873. 
General Orders No. 9. 

I. The Battalion of Engiveers and the Engineer Post, 
depot and establishment of Willett’s Point, New York 
Harbor, are under the direct orders of the Chief of 
Engineers, and independent of the command of either 
department or division eommanders. 

IL. The inspections contemplated in General Orders 
No. 87, October 5, 1872, from the War Department, so 
far as relates io the Battalion of Engineers and its post, 
engineer establishments, officers, and agents, under the 
direct orders of the Chief of Engineers, will not be 
made by inspectors acting under the orders of either 
department or division commanders. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TownsEnD, Adjutant-General. 


Wank DEPARTMENT, 





ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 27, 1873. 
General Orders No. 13. 


Paragraph 1, General Orders No. 8, February 8, 1871, 
from this office, is hereby so modified as to authorize the 
issue of the blanket-lined overcoat, buffalo overshoes, 
and woollen mittens, as therein provided, at the follow- 
ing-named posts in the Department of the Platte: 

Fort Bridger, Wyoming Territory. 

Fort Sanders, Wyoming Territory. 

Fort Fred, Steele, Wyoming Territory. 


War DEPARTMENT, 


Sidney Barracks, Nebraska. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 31, 1873. 


General Orders No. 14. 


Until further orders there will be but five (5) ser- 
geants allowed for companies of infantry and batteries 
of artillery not mounted, viz. : 
One (1) first sergeant and four (4) duty sergeants. 
The reductions under this order will be made gradual- 
ly, by not filling vacancies which may occur in the grade 
by expiration of enlistment or other casualty. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, 





WAR DEPARTMENT, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Fet. 4, 1873. 


Circular. 


Hereafter the copy of the report of funds rendered 
weekly by reeruiting officers to the Treasurer of the 
United States under the requirements of circular dated 
January 24, 1872, from this office, will be discoatinued. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
February 3, 1873. 


[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s office on Monday, January 27, and on Satur- 
day, the 1st of February, 1873. 


Tuesday, January 28. 


By direction of the President, and in accordance with 
section 26 of the act of July 28, 1866, First Lieutenant 
Edmund L, Zalinski, Fifth Artillery, is hereby detailed 
as professor of military science and tactics at the Mussa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, Boston, and will re- 
port accordingly. ; 

Discharged.—By direction of the President, Privates 
Charles E. Holland and James H. Stockwell, General 
Service U. 8. Army. 

Major M. M. Blunt, Fourteenth Infantry, is appointed 
to act as inspector on certain unserviceable recruiting 
property, ordnance stores, and camp and garrison equip- 
age on hand atthe rendezvous of Captain James 8. 
Casey, Fifth Infantry, recruiting officer, New York city, 
and for which Captain Casey is responsible. 


Wednesday, January 29. 


Discharged.-—Private Edwin Kipp, alias Charles G. 
Griswold, General Service U.S. Army; Private Garret 
M. Onderdonk, U. 8. Military Academy detachment of 
cavalry; Private Charles R. Hanson, Company D, 
Ninth Infantry; Private Marshall E. Anderson, Com- 
pany I, Eighth Infantry; First Class Private Timothy 
Curtin, Company D, Battalion of Engineers. 

As soon as existing requisitions have been filled, the 
superintendent General Recruiting Service will cause to 
be prepared and forwarded, under proper charge, from 
Fort Columbus, New York harbor, twenty recruits to 
Fort McHenry, Maryland, where they will be reported 
upon arrival to the commanding officer of that post for 
assignment to Batteries C and H, Second Artillery. 


Thursday, January 30. 


On the recommendation of the regimental commander, 
the following transfers in the Fourth Cavalry are an- 
nounced: Second Lieutenant Robert G. Carter, from 
Company E to Company A; Second Lieutenant Charles 
A. P. Hatfield, from Company A to Company E. 

The Board appointed by General Orders No. 106, De- 
cember 13, 1872, from this office, to examine and report 
upon plans and models of carriages for heavy ordnance, 
will visit Fort Monroe, Virginia, and Springfield Armory, 
Massachusetts, for the purpose of examining various gun 
carriages and apparatus for mancuvring the same, and 
to witness the action of the carriages in actual use. 

Discharged—Private George Doubledick, Mounted 
Service U. S. Army; Sergeant Andrew W. Eastlake, 
General Service U. 8. Army. 

Friday, January 31. 


Discharged.—Hospital Steward Lucien H. Smith; 
Private Robert E. Carr, Battery H, Third Artillery; 
Private Benjamin F. Abbott, Company G, Seventh 
Cavalry; Recruit John Colvill, General Service U.S. 
Army; Unattached Private Edgar M. Overstreet, Fifth 
Cavalry ; Corporal William Farnan, Ordnance Detach- 
ment, U. 8. Army; Private Jerome C. Ball, Company 
H, Sixth Cavalry. 

Leave of absence for six months is granted First Lieu- 
tenant D. I. Ezekiel, Fourth Infantry, on surgeon’s cer- 
tificate of disability. 

Monday, February 3. 


The Superintendent General Recruiting Service, 
New York city, will grant a furlough for two months, 
with permission to go beyond sea, to Private Herman 
W. Stone, General Service U. 8S. Army, now on re- 
cruiting service at Recruiting Rendezvous, Jersey City, 
New Jersey. 

The expense incurred in the enlistment of James 
Burke, a rejected recruit of the General Service U. 8. 
Army, will be stopped from the pay of First Lieutenant 
Thomas F. Quinn, Fourth Infantry, by whom he-was 
enlisted. The Superintendent General Recruiting Ser- 
vice will inform the Paymaster-General of the amount 





Fort D, A. Russell, Wyoming ,Territory. 


ere eee 
CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
The following is a list of the changes of stations of troops reported 


at the War Department since last report : 
- Coupons 35, First Cavalry, from Camp Hallock, Nev., to Camp 
ldwe. ale 
Company L, Fourth Cavalry, from Fort Richardson, Tex., to 
Fort Concho, Tex. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


“eutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hag’rt’rs Chicago, Ill. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry: Headquarters, St, Paul, Minn. 


Tue following is a roster of the troops serving in 
this department. The roster of the staff was published 
last week: , 

Swventh Infantry.—At a meeting of the officers of the 
Seventh Infantry, stationed at; Fort Shaw, M. T., Satur- 
day, January 15, 1878, the following preamble and res- 
olutions were adopted : 

Whereas, God, in his providence, has taken from us 
our brother officer, Brevet Captain M. 0. Sanbourne, 
first lieutenant Seventh Infantry, whose losa we feel 
deeply both in personal and official relation, whose warm 
heart and generous impulses have endeared him to us 
all, and whose more than usual ability aud usefulness to 
the service render his removal a matter for general re- 





ret; 
. Resolved, That we, his comrades, who mourn him 
here, express our profound sympathy with those whose 
affections, by ties of home and kindred, are still more 
deeply wounded. 
Resolved, That in his death our regiment has sus- 
tained a grievous loss that cannot soon te repaired. 
Resolved, That there be erected by his grave at this 
post a monument of stone with suitable inscriptions, 
and that the officers of the pafent wear the usual 
badge of mouruing for the period of thirty days. 
Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and resolution 
be sent to the ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL for publica- 
tion ; also a copy to the family of the deceased. 


Twentieth Infuntry.—A correspondent who writes 
from Fort Pembina, D, T., December 20, 1872, tells the 
following story of the unhandsome manner in which a 
too confiding setter dog was treated by a hunting 

from Company K of this regiment: “ Compan 
Twentieth Infantry, serving at Fort Pembina, D. T., 
was sent upon escort duty with the ‘Northern Boun- 
dary Survey,’ and during the month of September, when 
the weather was pretty cold, with a little snow, Corpo- 
ral Allan and Private Gates, of that company, went out 
chicken shooting one morning. They got lost for three 
davs, having little to eat, and being nearly frozen. The 
third day, when their stock of chickens was out and no 
more could be procured, they hit upon a nove’ plan of sus- 
taining life for awhile without killing their ‘setter’—a 
dog they thought much of. They cut his tail (a good big 
one) close, roasted and eat it, giving the bone to the dog. 
They concluded to eat the dog next day, but luckily 
struck the trail the same evening, and spared the life of 
their setter. Inquiries being made at camp about the 
dog’s tail, they told many stories of bears biting it off, 
etc., until at last the truth was extracted from them.” 
Second Cavalry—Major N. B. Sweitzer, January 25 
was ordered to take command of fort Ellis, M. T. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fori Leavenworth. 


Sixth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty — with 
permission to apply at headquarters Military Division 
of the Missouri for an extension of twenty days, was 
granted First Lieutenant G. E. Overton, January 28. 
Leave of absence for twenty days was granted Second 
Lieutenant J. A. Rucker, January 28. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE, 
Brigadier-General E. 0.0. Ord, Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraske, 

Major Simeon Smith, chief paymaster of the depart- 
ment, January 20 was ‘ordered to Fort McPherson, Ne- 
braska, on official business. Having performed this du- 
ty, he was directed to return to his station in Omaha. 

Eighth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days 
was granted Captain Charles Porter, January 20. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C.,C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texac. 


Post Chaplain Jeremiah Porter, January 17 was re- 
lieved from the operations of so much of 8. O. No. 235, 
series of 1872, as directed him to proceed te 
Barracks for duty at that post. Under above date, he 
was ordered to Fort Sill, I. T., reporting to the com- 
manding officer for duty at that post. 

Ninth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, on 
surgeon’s certificate of disability, was granted Chaplain 
M. J. Gonzales, January 15. 

Second Lieutenant John Oonline, January 23 was or- 
dered to report to the commanding officer Fort Clark 
for temporary duty. ay 

Fourth Cavalry.—Major John P. Hatch was assigned 
to duty at department headquarters, January 15. 

Leave of absence for days was granted 
Lieutenant J. W. Martin, January 20. 


Tenth I - 
Infantry, Fauary 18 wes oedored with the detachment 





‘incurred, 


of recruits for ‘enth Infantry, from Galveston to 
A Captain J a P Intontey 
J. L. Humfreville, First Lieutenant ae *. 
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tavus V’ Ninth Cavalry, January 18 were detailed 
as be Pehrreen members of the G. C.-M., ordered in par. 
2, 8. O. No. 230, series of 1872, from department head- 
quarters. First Lieu‘enant Patrick Cusack, Ninth Oav- 
alry, was at the same time relievel from duty as a mem- 
ber of the General Court-martial. a 

Twenty-fifth Infantry.—A General Court-martial con 

vened at Fort pes exas, January 27. Captain 6. 8. 
DeGraw, Medical rtment, and the following uffi- 
cers of the Twenty-fifth Infantry, were detailed for the 
court: Oaptains D. D. Van Valzah, D. Schodley, J. H. 
Patterson, First Lieutenants F. A. Kendall, E. J. Sti- 
vers, Second Lieutenant W.I. Sanborn. Second Lieu- 
teriant W. Tear, judge-advocate. 
_ Fort Biliss.--A General Court-martial convened at 
Fort Bliss, Texas, mom” 5. Detail for the court: 
Captaiz Frank M. Coxe, Twenty-fifth Infantry; Cap- 
tain E. M. Heyl, Fourth Cavalry; Captain Edgar C. 
Bowen, Eleventh Infantry; First Lieutenant Edward 
Allsworth, Twenty-fifth Infantry ; Second Lieutenant 
Harris O. Wheeler, Twenty-fifth Infantry. Second 
Lieutenant Francis W. Mansfield, Eleventh Infantry, 
judge-advocate. 

San Antonio.—A General Court-martial convened in 
San Antonio, Texas, January 20. Detail for the court: 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. McD. McCook, Tenth Infantry ; 
Major J. P. Hatch, Fourth Cavalry ; Majors G. E. Glenn, 
P. P. G. Hall, paymasters; Captain A. V. Cherbonnier, 
medical storekeeper; Captain J. Rendlebrock, Fourth 
Cayalry; Captain Clifton Comly, Ordnance Department. 
Captain G. B. Russell, Ninth Infantry, aide-de-camp, 
Sallguadivacnte 


Siateenth Infantry.—Major William H. Johnston, 
paymaster U. S. Army, January 27 was ordered to 
to pay the troops at that post to December 31, 1872, after 
which he will return to his station in New Orleans. 

Infantry.—Leave of absence for twenty 
—_ om granted Second Lieutenant A. L. Myer, Janu- 
ary 11. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 


Major-General I. McDowell: Headg'rs, Louisville, Ky.. 
' DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 


First Artillery—Leave of absence for ten days was 
granted Captain Richard H. Jackson, January 21. 

Batteries F and L, First Artillery, January 25 were 
relieved from duty in New Orleans, and ordered to re- 
turn to their proper station, Fort Barrancas, Florida. 

Major William H. Johnston, paymaster U.S. Army, 
January 25 was ordered to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for 
the p of paying the troops at that station to De- 
cember 31, 1872. After paying the troops stationed in 
New Orleans, he is ordered ‘to Jackson Barracks, La., 
and to)Aberdeen, Miss., to pay the cow pany of the Six- 
teenth Infantry there, thence to Fort Barrancas, Flor- 
ida, to pay the batteries of the First Artillery at that 
post. After which he will return to his station in New 
Orleans. 

Nineteenth Infantry—Leave of absence for thirty 
days was granted Captain Jacob H. Smith, January 20. 

Payment of Troops.—Major George L. Febiger, chief 
paymaster of this department, January 20 was ordered 
to Jackson and Oxford, Mississippi, and Little Rock, 
Arkansas, for the purpose of paying the troops at those 

ints, after which he will return to his station at New 

rleans. 

A. A. Surgeon W. R. Mandeville, U.S. Army, Janu- 
ary 27 was relieved from duty at Jackson, Mississippi, 
and ordered to Jackson Barracks, Louisiana, for duty. 

Fourth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply to the Adjutant-General of the 
Army for an extension of three months, was granted 
Second Lieutenant Lewis Merriam, January 28. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdqrtrs, New York. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
Maj.-Gen. W.S. Hancock: Headg’?s. cor. Greene and Houston sts.,N.¥. 


The following officers were registered at headquarters 
ent of the East for the week ending February 
4: First Lieutenant G.G. Greenough, Fourth Artillery ; 

jor F. U. Farquhar, Corps cf Engineers; Captain J. 
D. ussy, First Infantry; Majer R. V. W. Howard, 
Fourth Artillery ; First Lieutenant C. P. Rodgers, Fifth 
Cavalry; Major H. A. Allen, Second Artillery ; Major 
T. M. Anderson, Tenth Infantry; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pinkney Lugenbeel, First Infantry ; First Lieutenant 
8. H. Lincoln, Tenth Infantry; Major L. H. Pelouze, 
assistant adjutant-general. 

Second Artillery—A General Court-martial was ap- 

ted to meet at Fort McHenry, Md., January 30. 
‘ following officers of the Second Artillery were de- 
tailed for the court: Captain G. T. Olmsted, Jr., First 
Lieutenants W. P. Graves, J. H. Calef, adjutant, G. Mit- 
chell, A. C. Taylor, R. M. Rogers, Second Lieutenant M. 
Crawford, Jr. Second Lieutenant W. Stanton, judge- 
advocate. 

Leave of absence until the 15th of February has been 
granted Captain George T. Olmsted, Jr., to take effect 
on the final adjournment of the General Court-martial 
of which he is a member. 

Fifth Artillery.—Leave of absence for thirty days was 
granted First Lieutenant B. K. Roberts, ——s 29. 

A General Court-martial was appointed to meet at 

llowing officers of 
the Fifth Artillery were detailed for the court: Major 
Truman < ne Captain H. F. Brewerton, First Lieu- 
tenants J. R. Drinckle, G. V. Weir, Frank Thorp. Sec- 
ond Lieutenant R. A. Ives, judge-advocate. 


General Re.ruiting Service.—A circular issued by 
Colone! John Gibbon, Seventh Infantry, superintendent 
of the General Recruiting Service U.S. Army, located 





in New York city, call the attention of all officers on 
the Recruiting Servire to the necessity of improving the 
quality of the men éntering the Army, and says: 

. “A very large percen of men enlisting disappear 


a better class of men, and every available opportunity 
be made use of to acquaint the community with the re- 
cent improvement in the pay of the soldier, and the ad- 
vantages arising therefrom. Any man who presents 
himself at a recruiting rendezvous under the influence 
of drink will be peremptorily rejected, and will under 
no circumstances Routes be enlisted. “Being entire- 
ly sober when enlisted” is not sufficient. Under no 
circumstances will any man be enlisted until after the 
personal examination of the recruiting officer. The effi- 
ciency of recruiting officers will be judged of by the 
quality rather than the number of the men they enlist, 
and in every case where a rejecting board reports that 
the recruiting officer should have known of the defect 
in the recruit, the superintendent will recommend that 
the cost of enlistment be charged to the recruiting offi- 
cer. The best rule for the recruiting officer to follow is 
to enlist no man he would not be willing to have in 
his own company, and to give the service rather than 
the man the benefit of any doubt which may arise re- 
garding his fitness. In every case where it is practica- 
ble, men offering to enlist will be required to produce 
testimonials from their former employers, or respectable 
citizens of the plaee, touching their character, habits, 
etc. It is intended that the military service shall not 
be a receptacle for all the worthless characters in the 
country who can obtain no employment elsewhere ; but 
shall farnish rather an opening for energetic, honora~- 
ble young men, who, after the termination of their five 
pes! service in the Army, may be in position financial- 
y and otherwise to make a good rtart in civil life.” 


DEPARTMENT OF THER LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P. St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detrow, Mich. 


Fort Ontario, N. Y.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Fort Ontario, N. Y., February 5. 
‘Detail for the court: Major L. H. Pelouze, assistant ad- 
jetant-general; Assistant Surgeon 8. A. Storrow, First 
Lieutenants A. G. Verplanck, Constantine Chase, Henry 
B. Osgood, Third Artillery. Second Lieutenant Charles 
W. Whipple, Third Artillery, judge-advocate. 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield : H'd¢rtrs San Francisco, Cal 
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


In addition to his present duties, A. A. Surgeon W. 
L. Newlands, U. S. Army, January 21 was directed to 
attend the sick at Alcatraz Island, California, during 
the illness of Assistant Surgeon Azpell U. 8. Army. 


A. A. Surgeon P. H. Humphrey, U.S. Army, Janu- 
ary 22 was ordered to report in person to the command- 
ing officer of the Presidio of San Francisco, California, 
for duty at that post. 


Experimental Arms.—The experimental arms issued 
to and turned in at the Presidio by Battery F, Second 
Artillery, when it left that post, will be issued to Bat- 
tery K, Fourth Artillery. ‘The commanding officers of 
Batteries E, G, H, K, and M, Fourth Artillery, have 
been directed to send to the Chief of Ordnance monthly 
reports upon the merits of experimental arms received 
from the Second Artillery, for which purpose proper 
bianks will be supplied by the commanding officer Be- 
nicia Arsenal. 


First Cavalry.—Troop K, First Cavalry, ordered to 
Camp Bidwell, California, January 18 was directed to 
report to the commanding officer District of the Lakes. 
The relation of the troop to the Department of Califor- 
nia will not be otherwise changed. © 

Troop K (Captain Biddle’s), January 18 was ordered 
to proceed by rail and marches to Camp Bidwell, Cali- 
fornia, taking two hundred rounds of ammunition per 
man, and the supplies necessary for the trip. 

Captain James Biddle, on duty at San Francisco, Jan- 
uary 20 was ordered to join his troop, K, at Reno, Ne- 
vada, en route from Camp Halleck, Nevada, to Camp 
Bidwell, California. 

Assistant Surgeon Calvin DeWitt, U. S. Army, at Al- 
catraz Island, California, January 20 was ordered to Re- 
no, Nevada, reporting to the commanding officer of 
Troop K, First Cavalry, for duty with the troop en 
route to Camp Bidwell, California, and after arrival at 
that post to the post commander for duty either at Camp 
Bidwell or in the field, as his services may be required. 


Twelfth Infaniry.—Second Lieutenant H. L. Haskell, 
at San Francisco, January 21 was ordered to report to 
the commanding officer of Camp Gaston, California, for 
duty with Company K. As soon as another officer joins 
this company for duty, Lieutenant Haskell will be re- 
lieved, and directed to report in person at department 
headquarters for orders. 

First Lieutenant E. M. Camp, at San Francisco, Jan- 
uary 21 was ordered to report to the commanding offi- 
cer of Benicia Barracks. California, to conduct a detach- 
ment of recruits and others en route to join the troops 
now in the field against the Modoc Indians. 

Company G, at Angel Island, California, January 20 
was ordered to join the batteries of the Fourth Artil- 
lery, under orders to report to Lieutenant-Colonel F. 
Wheaton, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding District 
of the Lakes. 

Company E (Captain Parker’s), with Lieutenants 
Wright and Kingsbury, January 20 was ordered to re- 
port for duty to Lieutenant-Colonel F. Wheaton, Twen- 
ty-first Infantry, commanding District of the Lakes, in 
the field on the west side of Link river, Jackson county, 


Oregon. The post commander was directed to see that 
the company was ided with ammunition, the neces- 
sary subsistence, shelter tents, and in as light marching 


order as is consistent with efficiency. 
.—Batteries M (Captain Throckmor- 


pe 
almost immediately from the rolls of the Army. Every Orego 
| précaution will be taken by recruiting officers to obtain 


of the senior officer, January 20 were ordered to:report 
for duty to Lieutenant-Colonel F. Wheaton, Twenty- 
first Infantry, commanding District of the Lakes, and 
now on the eastern side of Link river, Jackson county, 


n. 
A General Court-martial was appointed to meet at Al- 
catraz Island, California, January 30. Major Henry R. 
Mizner, Twelfth Infantry, and the following officers of 
the Fourth Artillery were detailed for the court: Major 
Charles H. Morgan, First Lieutenants Eugene A. Ban- 
croft, regimeatal quartermaster, Edward Field, John: 
W. Roder, regimental adjutant, Frederick Fuger, Sec- 
ond Lieutenant John Simpson. Second Lieutenant 
Peter Leary, Jr., judge-advocate. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brigadier-General E. R. S. Canby ; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 


District of the Lakes—Lieutenant Colonel Frank 
Wheaton.—A San Francisco despatch of the 31st of Jan- 
uary announces that the news trom the camp of Cap- 
tain Jack is that he is anxious to have a big talk look- 
ing toward peace negotiations. A squaw reports that 
in the recent fight many of the Modocs were killed and 
wounded. In the lava beds, after the fight, the Indians 
quarrelled because Captain Jack did not fight, during 
which one of the Indians shot Captain Jack through the 
arm. A big talk was arranged for between Captain 
Jack and the volunteers, but did not take place, as the 
Modoe leader would not come out of his camp, and the 
whites woull not go in‘o it. At Washington a peace 
commission has been organized, consisting of Hon. A. 
B. Meacham, late superintendent of Indian affairs for 
Oregon; Rev. J. H. Wilbur, Indian agent at Simcoe, . 
W. T., and Hon. T. B. Odeneal, present superintendent... 
of Indien affairs for Oregon. They will proceed to the 
scene of the difficulty, charged with ample powers to 
hear and adjust all troubles. As they travel all the 
way from Washington, perhaps they will be more; 
ready to venture into the Modoc lair. 

Meanwhile, General Gillem, with his reinforcements, . 
are delayed by the snow. He was reported, February 
4, rear “Van Premer’s Hill.” Captain M. C. Miller, Com- - 
pany E, Fourth Artillery, arrived at Jacksonville, Ore- 
gon, February 3, en route for the seat of war. All the 
wounded in the late battle are at Fort Klamath, and 
are doing well, except “ Jerry Crooks,” who cannot live. 
The troops at Camp Van Bremer at the time of the bat- 
tle consisted of one company of cavalry under Brevet 
Colonel David Perry, captain Company F, First Caval- 
ry, two companies of infantry, under Major Edwin C:. 
Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, two companies of Oregom 
volunteers, under Cuptains Kelly and Applegate, and 
one company of volunteers under Johr A. Fairchild— 
the whole under General Wheaton. 

A despatch to the San Francisco Chronicle gives the 
following particulars of the fight: 

“The march from Camp Van Bremer commenced at 
nine o’clock, the troops moving direct across the moun- 
tains toward Captain Jack’s camp. Supplies, blankets, 
howitzers, etc., were placed in wagous, which had to 
make a detour to the northward, and could get no nearer 
than the lowest slope of the mountain where the Indians 
were encamped. The troops arrived at this point at one 
o’clock, where they waited for the wagons, which did 
not arrive till after dark. The troops then encamped on 
the slope, remaining there all Thursday night. 

“General Wheaton now saw his error in issuing his or- 
der for this movement, for on reaching the summit of 
the mountain nothing was visible but a deep, impenetra- 
ble fog, so dense as to render almost impossible any 
chance of a successful hunt after the Indians ; but it was 
then too late to draw back, as Bernard had obeyed or- 
ders and was already hotly engaged. 

“He could not be left to maintain the struggle alone, 
nor could word reach him to discontinue the fight. 
There was no time for delay. The troops under Col- 
onel Green were ordered to advance ; Captain Fairchild’s 
company was assigned to a position on the left, the in- 
fantry under Mason with the Oregon volunteers, and 
Colonel Perry’s company of cavalry mounted. The line 
thus formed advanced over the rocks and through the 
chasms of the lava bed. 

“They reached within a mile of the Indians without 
resting; then the Indians commenced firing on them 
from behind rocks, from out of the dense fog. The sol- 
diers could only fire at random, or-at the places from 
whence came the fire of their foes. The line was re- 
formed while the battle was in progress, Perry being 
ordered to double back and take a position next to Fair- 
child to effect a junction with Bernard’s men. To do 
this they had to pass round a bluff, and were exposed to 
a terrible fire from the Indians. Fairchild’s company 
took the lead. Ata certain point two men fell wound- 
ed. Fairchild at length gained a point where the men 
were in comparative safety, and were also enabled to 
force the Indians to keep within shelter of the rocks. 
Thus Mason and Perry’s commands were enabled to form 
a junction with Bernard in comparative safety. Colonel 
Perry was wounded in the passage. 

“ Bernard now attempted to force the Indians back, to 
enable Fairchild also to join him. In this he was un- 
successful, as Fairchild’s men were obliged to lie down 
flat on their faces to keep out of the range of Indian 
bullets, and were obliged to keep in that position until 
they were joined by Bernard’s command, taking their 
wounded. The howitzers were not used until the bat- 
tle had been some time in progress, when they were 
found almost useless, owing to the density of the fog 
and the ignorance of the whereabouts of the Indians, 
and also for fear of injuring Bernard’s m:n. 

“The line continued to advance, suffering considerably 
till the chasm was reached, in which Captain Jack has 
had his stronghold. This chasm extends through the 


entire lava bed and has never been thoroughly explored. 


In some places it is but a few feet across, in others over 


fifty and very deep. Colonel Green’s troops, on reaching 
the brink of the chasm, attempted to charge it, but were 
met with such a storm of bullets that the troops faltered 


in dismay. 








Fourth Artillery. 
ton’s) and A (Captain Thomas’s), under the command 





“The tng was then abandoned, and orders were 
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issued to concentrate their forces on the shores of the 
lake, with a view of forcing a passage through to Ber- 
nard’s command. By this time it was too late in the 
afternoon. The two portions of the force fighting the 
Indians had been engaged for several hours within a 
mile-of each other without being able to communicate 
neither knowing the other’s situation, nor what advan- 
tages had been gained. Arrangements had been made to 
communicate by signals, but the fog put an effectual stop 
to all intercourse by these means. For this reason 
:Fairchild’s forces were sent forward together with 
Mason’s and Perry’s. 

*‘ Fairchild had four wounded in the passage. 

“Shortly before sundown the fog lifted sufficiently to 
give a chance to the Signal Corps to work. General 
Wheaten was thus enabled to communicate with Cap- 
tain Bernard, to whom he sent orders to withdraw his 
mer and take a position for the night and return to camp 
the next day. Wheaton himself fell back to his camp 
of the previons evening. Thus ended the battle of the 
ava Bed.” 

The casualties_reported so far received give the number 
of killed and wounded as follows: 

KILLED,—Regulars, 8; Oregon volunteers, 2. 
10. 

WounvDED.—Regulars, 25; volunteers, 4. Tctal, 29. 
The wounded were taken to Fort Klamath, here they 
received every attention necessary. The number of the 
Indians under Captain Jack cannot be conjectured, but 
are estimated at about two hundred. 

This estimate of numbers will be found, we believe, to 
ibe much in excess of the fact. All accounts agree that 
ithe Modocs fought with extraordinary courage, and they 
sare finding champions for their cause in the California 
and Oregon papers. It is urged that, always a warlike 
tribe and with but a remnantof their former host remain- 
ing they have been true to their treaty stipulations and 
have for many years been friendly and peaceable in their 
dealings with their white neighbors. ‘Their deprivation 
of their “tule lands”—large marshes abounding in fish, 
beaver, otter, and wild fowl, and whose advantages ex- 
cited the cupidity of the whites—was the cause of their 
present hostile attitude. A physician who has had 
twenty-two years’ acquaintance with the affairs of Sisk- 
iyou county, where their lands are situated, and who 
jas had extensive practice among them, writes to the 
San Francisco Chronicle that the Modocs are of stature, 
appearance, and intelligence, like whites; that many of 
ittheir women have been married to men of business in 
that neighborhood, and that their children have been 
raised, educated, and married in and about Yreka. In 
his practice among them he has found them sur- 
rounded by all the comforts of civilization, and far supe- 
rior to many whites called citizens. Another writer 
states that, ‘‘ They made no secret of their purpose to re- 
sist any forcible attempt to remove them, and also to re- 
taliate upon the white settlers. When they attacked 
the latter they let the women and children go unharmed, 
and even without insult—a wonderful exhibition of mag- 
manimity considering the light in which their own wo- 
men have been regarded, and the manner in which they 
have been treated by white men.’ 

First Cavalry.—Colonel Alvan C. Gillem, First Cav- 
alry, was January 23, a:signed to the command of the 
troops in the Modoc country,and ordered to proceed with- 
out delay to the headquarters of those troops where he 
thas already arrived, reporting by letter to the command- 
ing officer of the Department of the Columbia. 


Total, 


DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA, 
Lneutenant-Colonel George Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. T. 
Fifth Cavalry—Major Eugene A. Carr, January 15 
was ordered to his station in the Department of Arizo- 
na, via Los Angelos, California. 








ON motion of Mr. Buckley, the following resolution 
was adopted by the House of Representatives on the 
1st inst. : 


** Resolved, That the Secretary of War is hereby re- 
quested to furnish the following information concerning 
the Army retired list: The names and retired rank of of- 
ficers retired in a higher grade than that held by them 
in the regular Army; the rank by regular commission 
and by brevet held by each officer in the regular Army 
when examined by the retiring board on the proceed- 
ings and findings of which he was afterwards retired ; 
the rank and command held by each officer in the regu- 
lar Army and in the volunteer force when wounded, as 
shown by the findings of said retiring board; ali the 
commissions held by each officer in the line and by bre- 
vet both in the regular Army and in the volunteer force 
while in the military service of the United States, and 
what each particular brevet commission was granted 
for; the date of original entry into the service as enlist- 
ed man or commissioned officer, and what the length of 
such service rendered by each in the field with troops 
since the time of original entry, and particularly in 
Florida against hostile Indians, in the Mexican war, and 
the late war of the rebellion, and on the frontier.” 








It is in contemplation to dispense with the Idaho as 
# store-ship at Yokohama, and instead to obtain suitable 
storehouses on shore at Nagasaki. The maintenance of 
the vessel-is expensive, and she lies in a position which 
is both dangerous and inconvenient, being greatly ex- 
posed to the prevailing heavy winds. The hospital is 
now completed, and there is no necessity for using the 
Idaho for such purposes. If the proper arrangements 
can be made, and suitable storehouses secured on shore, 
the Jduho will no doubt be sold. She is not in a condi- 
tion to be sent alone to the California coast without ex- 
peusive repairs, and independently of this, is not such a 
vessel as it is desirable to keepin the Navy. The sooner 
the Department gets clear of such encumbrances and 
supplies their places with vessels of proper model and 
size, such as the bill before Congress contemplates, the 
better will it be for the Navy and the country. 








THE NAVY. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE Richmond went to sea from Hampton Roads, Jan- 
uary 31, having been detained by eastern winds. 

Caprain W. F, Spicer relieved Captain S. P. Quack- 
enbush of the command of the Terror at Key West 
January 25. 


THE nomination of Pay Director J. O. Bradford to 
be Paymaster-General U. S. Navy, was unanimously 
confirmed by the Senate. 

Mep. Director Duvall, Medical Inspector Browne, 
Surgeons Shane, Hugg, and Bush were confirmed Janu- 
ary 27 in their corrected dates. 

Tue Hartford arrived at Malta December 10, where 
she would be detained a few days in making some alter- 
ations in the steam department. 

LIEUTENANT Henry C. Cochrane, U. 8. M. C., delivered 
a lectnre before the Institute at Chester, Penn,, on Mon- 
day, the 3d instant. Subject: “ Whales and Whaling.” 

Ir is announced that Commodore M. B. Woolsey, at 
present a member of the Examining Board at Washing- 
ton, is to take command of the Pensacola Navy-yard on 
the 1st of March next. 

A MOVEMENT has been made to increase the number 
of the Marine band at Washington, now thirty, and se- 
cure a new and accomplished leader, and procure a new 
uniform for the band. 

TuE Powhatan and Saugus, en route to Key West, 
stopped in at Tybee Roads January 30, and would be 
there about four days repairing the main valve of the 
Saugus, 

Tue Pawnee sailed from Pensacola January 28 for 
Key West, having failed to reach that point on the pre- 
vious occasion of leaving Pensacola. She is to report for 
duty in the North Atlantic Fleet. 

THe Narragansett, Commander R. W. Meade, which 
arrived at Callao, Peru, January 1, sixty-five days from 
Sydney, Australia, ia to be prepared and fitted for sur- 
veying service in the Pacific. 

Tuer Guard was commisioned at the Brooklyn Navy- 
Yard February 1, and the Supply will probably go into 
commission February 8, and will be towed to Boston to 
obtain her cargo for the Vienna Exposition. 

THE Supreme Court of the District of Columbia has 
fixed Tuesday, February 11, for the final bearing of the 
claimants for prize money, amounting to $202,000, ac- 
cruing from the appraisement of the captured rebel ram 
Albemarle. 

Tue Zuscarora, Commander Geo. E. Belknap, arrived 
at Panama, January 1, where she was to receive on board 
Commander Selfridge and the surveying party under 
him. The officers and crew of the vessel are reported 
in excellent health. 

Tue Kansas, of the Nicaragua survey, arrived at As- 
pinwall, January 1, havivg landed Commander Lull, 
and party at SanJuan del Norte. She expected to re- 
turn to Greytown, January 5, and to be back to Aspin- 
wall by the time of the arrival of the mail steamer of 
January 20, from New York. Officers and crew all well. 


REAR-ADMIRAL Chas. Steedman, commanding South 
Pacific Station, arrived at Tulcahuana, Chili, in his flag- 
ship, the Pensacola, December 4, after a tedious passage 
of thirty-two days from Payta, Peru. He expected to 
remain until December 12, and then proceed to Valpa- 
raiso, which would be his headquarters during the sum- 
mer months. 

A MARINE General Court-martial convened at the 
Navy-yard, Norfolk, on January 29, for the trial of 
William Acton and such other privates of the Marine 
Corps as might be brought before it. The following 
compose the court: Captains Charles Heywood and 
George W. Collier; First Lieutenants Charles F. Wil- 
liams, James M, T. Young, and D. B. Mannix. Captain 
W. G. Remey, judge-advocate. 

Pay Director Geo. F. Cutter, it is said, will succeed 
Pay Director Bradford in fhe Pay Office at New York, 
when the latter takes charge of the Bureau of Provisions 
and Clothing. Paymaster Plunkett, who has been spo- 
ken of as successor to Paymaster Bradford, will remain 
in charge of the Pay Office at Boston, It is also rumored 
that either Pay Inspector C, P. Wallack or W. W. 
Williams will succeed Pay Director G. F. Cutter at the 
Brooklyn Navy-yard. 

A BILL is before the Naval Committee in the House 
to **advance Egbert Thompson, now a captain on the 
active list of the Navy, to his reiative academic position 
on the active list, the same positions held by him prior 
to the promotions of 1866 namely, seven numbers: 
Provided, That the passage of this act shall not entitle 
the said Egbert Thompson to draw any additional back 

ay.” As Captain Thompson is not a graduate of the 
Naval Academy, it is not clear what is to be understood 
by academic position in this bill. 

Tue route already surveyed by Commander T. Q. Self- 
ridge for a ship canal across the Isthmus of Darien, re- 
quires a canal of about thirty-two miles in length, for 
which the estimated cost amounts to $75,000,000. This 
winter it is hoped to shorten this some four or five miles, 
by which the estimates will be reduced to about sixty 
million dollars. The prospect of being able to do this is 
now good, and should it prove to be well founded the 
success of the canal project will be assured. 

Tue Senate on January 27 confirmed the following 
nominations, and all the naval nominations submitted 
to it as per lists previously published: First Assistant 
James P. Sprague to be chief engineer ; Second Assistants 
H. C. Ross, Jefferson Brown, and John C, Kafer, to be 
first assistants; Nicholas H. Lamden to be a second 
assistant on the active list, as authorized by act of Con- 
gress, from May 23, 1872. 

AN Italian merchant vessel, the San Giuseppi, came 
very near being shipwrecked on the 11th December last, 








near the Villefranche light-house, and was in such 
situation as deemed prudent by her officers and crew 
abandon her, taking refuge in one of her boate. 
Wabash was at the time laying in the harbor 
franche and the senior commanding officer presert 
small steamer with boats, to the assistance of 
Guisseppi, and after a few hours’ toil she was 

The Italian Government in appreciation of this service 
has asked that his thanks be conveyed to the officer in 
command on the station for the assistance so generously 
ppt which has been done through the usual chan- 
nelg. 

Pay Director Jno. 8. Cunningham has been ordered 
on special duty in connection with the Vienna Exposi- 
tlon. He will first report on board the U. 8. ship Guard 
at New York for such duty as relates to the shipment of 
American offerings to the Exhibition, under the general 
direction of General Van Buren, the U.S. Commissioner, 
Afterwards he will proceed by steam to Europe, meeting 
the Guard at Trieste, and assist the Commissioners in 
forwarding the articles to their destination. When the 
Exposition opens in May he is to examine specimens of 
industry and skill, and make a general report on such 
as may possess interest to the U. 8. Navy, and particu- 
larly to the Provision, Clothing, Small-stores, and Pay 
department. Paymaster’ Cunningham is a writer of 
considerable ability, an officer of acute observation and 
good judgment withal, and will no doubt furnish an in- 
teresting and valuable report of his proceedings. 


THE competing models for the Farragut statue have 
been received by the Senate Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds from J. Wilson McDonald, B. W. 
Pickett, Mr. Drischeler, and Giovanni Turini, of New 
York city; Miss Vinnie Ream and J, Fisk Mills, of 
Washington; J. M. Ezekiel, of Berlin; and Randolph 
Rogers, of Rome. Horatio Stone, of Washington, has 
notified the Committee that his model is not yet com- 
pleted, and one expected from W. H. Philip, of Brook- 
lyn, has also not yet been received. Ali of these models 
are in miniature, except that by Vinnie Ream, which is 
of heroic size. This artist is at work at the Capitol on 
it, repairing the damage it received on Saturday, Febru- 
ary 1, by the carelessness of the persons engaged in its 
removal. The committees of the House and Senate held 
a joint session February 4, for the purpose of hearing 
the representatives of the competing artists. 


THE Commission for the settlement of the claims of 
the late Admiral Farragut and the officers and sailors 
who fought under him at New Orleans for bounty and 
prize-money, has been in session in Washington for sev- 
eral days and will soon announce its decision. The Com- 
mission consists of Captain Fox, of Lowell, Mass, for- 
merly Assistant Secretary of the Navy; T. J. Durant, of 
Washington, and H.§W. Paine, of Boston. There has 
been a long delay in the matter, which General Butler, 
the counsel for the claimants, has finally urged to a close. 
It will be recollected that the claim was taken out of 
the hands of the Washington District Court and given 
to the Commission, and as the decision is soon to be made 
in favor of giving the claimants nearly $1,000,000, it is 
thought that an appeal will be taken from the decision 
to the Supreme Court by the counsel for the Govern- 
ment, so that the money will not be forthcoming at pres- 
ent. 

JAMES ORD, father of General E. O. C. Ord, of the 
U.S. Army, the present commander of the Department 
of the Platte, lately died in Omaha City, at the resi- 
dence of General Ord. Mr. Ord was born in Lon 
in 1786, but was educated in Georgetown College, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and graduated in 1808. He entered 
the Navy, where he served as midshipman till 
1811, when he was transferred to the Army, and served 
as a lieutenant until 1814. Mr. Ord, who was a man of 
varied culture, after retiring from the Navy! resided 
many years at Washington, and occupied positions of 
trust under every administration from Jefferson to Tay- 
lor. During the last eighteen years he resided on the 
Pacific coast, and until he went to Omaha in May, 1872. 
He leaves a numerous family of adult sons, all of whom 
hold honorable and several, conspicuous positions, and 
one daughter, the wife of Samuel W. Holladay, Esq, 

THE Worlds Washingtor “ Society” co dent, 
writing under date of February 1, says: “ Mrs. Robeson 
had her first reception of this season, and, as the only 
receptions she has had since her marriage were late in 
the spring last year, this may be called her first official 
reception. Secretary Robeson lent a willing assistance 
to his agreeable wife, who was further aided by the 
Misses Stout, Miss Worden, daughter of Commodore 
Worden, and Miss Wise. The Secretary of the Navy 
has a beautiful home, containing choice works of art, 
ornaments, and curiosities. The latest addition is the 
ekin of a polar bear sent by Captain Hall, of the Polaris, 
through Europe. It arrived but a short time since, and | 
is the latest despatch from the expedition. The fur is 
long, soft, and white, with a silvery sheen upon it. The 
bear must have been of enormous size, for the distance 
between the ears, which I am told indicates the size of 
the animal, must measure nearly if not quite eighteen 
inches.” 5 iad 7 

In the House of Representatives, January 13, 1873, 
Mr. Negley, on leave, introduced the following bill to 
regulate and establish the grade of certain officers in the 
United States Navy, which was referred to the Com- . 
mittee on Naval Affairs : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That boatswains, ypeaners, carpenters, and sail- 
makers in the United States Ler bag be appointed 
by the President and confirmed by the Senate, and shall 
have rank and pay as officers of the Navy. 

Suc. 2. That, for the first five years date of ap- 
pointment or entry into the Navy, to have assimilated 
rank with ensigns, after tant yeas Sh Gate: Se 
appointment or entry into the Navy, to have 
rank with misters; and after fifteen years from date of 
original appointment or entry int» the Navy, to have 

i d rank with lieutenants. x 
Szc, 3. That boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and 
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sailmakers in 
the a as officers with whom they have 
ran 

Suc. 4. That nothing in this act shall be so construed 
as eee Bes boatswains, gunners, carpenters, and sail- 
makers in the United States Navy any additional rights 
to quarters or authority, but shall give way to line of- 
ficers, acccrding to the established usages and customs 
of the Navy; nor shall they exercise any additional 
rights or authority out or in the line of their respective 
duties as boatswain, gunner, ca ter, and sailmaker, 
to quarters or authority, but shall give way to line offi- 
cers, according to the established usages and customs of 
the Navy; nor shall they exercise any additional rights 
or authority out or in the line of their respective duties 
as boatswain, gunner, carpenter, and sailmaker, 


= 


NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


Janvany 29.—Lieutenant-Commander John J. Read, to the re- 
ceiving ship Vermont, at New York. 
Master Charles W. Chipp, to the Juniata on the 5th Februarv. 
First Atsistant Engincer John A. Scot, tothe Naval station, 
League Island, Pa. 
Boatswain John A. Brisco, to the Navy-yard, Philadelphia. __ 
Janvanry 30.—Ensign Samuel P. Comley,to the receiving ship 
Potomac, at Philadelphia. 
epruarky 8.—Paymaster Rufus Parks, to the Navy-yard, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., on the Ist Apiil next. 
Assistant Paymaster J. Bayard Redfield, to the Monoca- 
oy, Asiatic Station, per steamer ef the lst March next. 
Acting Sailmaker Garrett Van Mater, to the Juniata. 


DETACHED. 


Janvary 29.—Lieutenant-Commander Edward N. Kellogg, from 
ber receiving ship Vermont, and ordered tothe Juniata as excc- 
utive. 

Lieutenant John F. Merry, from the Navy-yard, Portsmouth, N. 
H., and ordered to the Junia‘a. 

Yieutenant Hamilton F. Perkins, from the Constellation, and 
ordered to the Juniata, 

Master H. M. Tallman, from the receiving ship Vermont, and 
placed on sick leave. 

Acting Boatswain 
Ham re, and ordered to the Juniata. 

Acting Gunner M. K. Henderson, from the receiving ship Ohio, 
and red 

Acting 


to the Juniata. 
Carpenter L. L. Martin, from the receiving ship New 
Hampshire, and ordered to the Juniata. 

Javxoany 30.—Lieutenant Thomas M. Gardner, from the receiv- 
ship Sabine, and o:dered to command the tug Mayflower. 
FB«vUARY 3.—Passed Assistant Paymaster C. D. Manefield, from 

the Monocacy, on reporting of relief, and ordered to return to the 
United States. 

Pay Inspector W. W. Williams, from the Navy-yard, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., on reporting of reiief, and ordered to settie ac- 
counts, 


ssilmakers in the United States Navy shall have ps 
assimiletes 











Peter Huckins, from the receiving ship New 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Janvary 29.—Lieutenant Uriel Sebree, granted four months’ 
leave from January 29. 


RESIGNED. 
Janvany 30,—First Assistant Engineer John Purdy, Jr. 
REVOKED. 


Second Assistant Engineer Henry E. Rhodes’ orders to the Juni- 
ata, and placed on waiting orders. 


LI8ST CF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 

Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 

Medicine and Surgery for the week ending Februa: y 1, 1873: 
Gore T. Hess, ordinary seaman (extre), January 21, hospital, 


Jobn Jan 23, Chelsea, Mass. 
ph weg years 
hitred Andeison, seaman, Janucry 





ork. 
24, hospital, New 
Albert Schriver, surgeon, January 2, York, Ps. 








LOCATION OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 


We commenced publishing in thé Jounnat of January 4, and wil! 
eontinue until the list is completed, the stations and duties of naval 
officers, classifying all the officers of one vessel under the heading 
of her name and fleet, or duty, and officers on thesame duty will be 
placed under the same heading. This register will note all the 
changes made since July 1, 1872, and will be correct as far 
as the date of the naval orders published in the Journat of the 
previous week, The orders published in the same number as the 
register should be consulted in referring toit. Particuiar attention 
has not been given to placing the efficers according as they number 
in the regular Navy Register. 

NORTH ATLANTIC STATION. 






Creighton, chief of staff: 
lLneutenant—A. Marix, 
eo chief of staff; 
ical ay ne: . fieet M. 
engineer ; ize Secretary —J adware cere 
: s a : sler 
M. Elliott ; Staff's Clerk— ‘ aShmend; Fleet Pay- 


Surgeon—H. L. Law. 
2@ rate (15).—Ca 





master’s Clerk—F. 8. Swiit; Asst. 
U. S. Steamer Wi , 








bury; Ensigns—J. H. M “CH. Lyman, 3. Be Mil. 
Brad $ s—J.H. Moore, . Lyman, J. B. Mil- 
ton; Midshipman—L. L. Reamey; b. asst. Surgeon—W. 8. 
Bowen; Asst. Su —C. L, Cassin; First Asst. gineers—G. 
Ww. Lesner, R. B. Hine; Chaplain—G, A. Crawford; Boatswain— 
W. 8. Bond; Gunner—T. B. Watkins; Carpenter—P. Ward; 
Railmaker—W. Whitney; Pay Clerk—J. E. Gilchrist. Second 
Lieutenant of Maxines—S. W. Quackenbush. 

U. 8. Steamer Powhatan, 2d rate ee. Crosby, com- 
manding; Lieutenant-Commander—J. O. Kane, executive oiticer ; 
Lieutenante—A. Walker, navigaior; J. M. Grimes; M R. 

T. M. Ettiog, J. P. Wallis; Surgeon—J. McMasters ; 

B M. H. Simons; Paymaster—L,. G. 

Billings; Cuief « W. Dungan; First Asst. Kogineer 

A. v Morley; Second Asst. Engineers—-J. W. Gardner, H. 

‘Webster, G. Cowie, Jr.; Boatswain—J. C. Walton ; Guaner—J. 

Smith ; nter—J, Uooper ; Sailmaker—G. U. Boerum ; Cap- 

tam’s Clerk—J. de B, Higgins; Pay Clerk—J. A. Delves. First 
Lieutenaat of Mari . C. Morgan. 

U. S&S. Steamer Richmond, 2d rate (14).—Teptain—T. Pattison, 

Commanders—U. | 


ecutive officer ; rE. 

Gove, J. J. Brice, W. W._ Re ; 

signs—H. F. Fickbohm, J. : H. C. ‘Nye, 

©. F. Emmerick, M. C. Dimock, F. H. Gevtech, F.L. Ludlow, F. 
set. . A. 

i neer—J. 


; z 
ner—D. W. Burroughs ; —. W. Davis; Acti 
Seeker HC Beandley. Pisst Ligutenont or Mesinest t 
U. 8. Slecmer Canandaigua, 2d rate (18).—Captain—W. Ronck- 





endorff, commanding; Lieutenant-Commander—A. G. Caldwell, 
executive officer; tenants—C. M. Anthony, navieator; W. 
P. Randall, 8. Schroeder; Masters—T. A. De B'ois, L. K. Bix- 
ler ; Surgeon—H. M. Wells; Asst. Surreon ~G. P. Bradiey; P. 
Asst. Paymaster—C. W.Slamm; Chief Eogineers—O. H. Lackey, 
R. Albert; Firet Asst. Engineer—H. H. Cline; Second Asst. 
Engineer—W. H. Platt; Acting Boatswain—P. Johnson ; Gunner 
—J. W. Bogert; Carpenter—T. MecGlone; Sailmaker—G. 8. 
Haskins. Second Lieutenant of Marines—S. K. Allen. 

U. S. Steamer Wyoming, 3d rate (6).—Commander—F. H. Baker, 
commanding; Lieutenant-Commuander—M. 8. Johnson, executive 
officer; Lieutenants—C. A. Schetky, navigator; C. T. Hutchins, 
C. H. West, A. R. Couden, B. 8. Richards; Master—A. B. 
Wyckoff; Ensign—R. G. Peck; Midshipmen—C. G. Calkins, G. 

A. Vail, G. W. Mentz ; Surgeon—T. Hiland; Asst. 5 n—W. 
H. McDonald; Paymaster—J. Linsley, Jr.; Chief Engineer—G. 
D. Emmons; First Asst. Engineer—H. Snyder; Second Asst. 
Engineer—R. W. ent Acting Boatswain—W. Nelson; 

Gunner—J. A, McDonald. 

U.S. Steamer Shawmut, 3d rate (3).—Commander—H. L. Howi- 
son, commanding; Lieutenant-Commander—G. H. Wadleigh, 
executive officer; Lieutenants—W. A. Morgan, navigator; A. B. 
Lillie, Master—W. W. Kimball; Ensign—J. W. Graydon; P. 
Asst. Surgeon—E. H. Ware; P. Asst. Paymaster—J. Foster; 
ab + Engineer—G. M. L. Maccarty; Second Asst. Engineer 
—C. D, Foss. 

U. S. Steamer Nipsic, 3d rate (3) —Commander—R. L. Phythian, 
commanding ; Lieutenant—S. Belden, executive officer; C-. H. 
Judd, navigator; Masters—A. P. Osborn, A. M. Thackara; Asst. 
Surgeon—J. M. Scott: P. Asst. Paymaster—J. A. Barton; First 
Asst. Engineer—A. 8. Greene; Second Asst, Engineer—W. H. 
Lamden. 

U. 8. Steamer Terror (iron clad), 3d rate (4).—Captain—W. F. 
Spicer, commanding; Lieutenants— A. H. Fletcher, executive 
officer; C. M. Thomas, navigatur; F. W. Nichols, F. A. Miller; 
Mates—W. W. Beck H. Setley; Surgeon—G. H. Cooke; Acting 
Assistant Surgeon—T. Owens; P. Assistant Paymaster—H. C. 
Machette; Chief Engineer—E. Laws; First Ass'stant Eogineer— 
T. Phillippi; Second Assistant Engineers—F.C. Burcbaru, C. F. 
Purdie, G. E. Drinen. 

U_S. Steamer Saugus (iron-clad), 4th rate (2).—Commander—A. 
E. K. Benham, commanding; Lieutenant-Commander—E. T. 
Wood ward, executive officer ; Si conedie—h. J. Iverson, naviga- 
ter; E. W. Watson, 8, F. Clarkson; Assistant Surgeon—W. B. 
Davis; Assistant Paymaster—S. R. Calhoun ; First Assistant En- 
gineers—H. D, McEwan, J. Entwisle; Second Assistant Engineers 
—A. C. Engard C J. Habighorst, E. F. McEmell. 

U. &, Storeship Pawnee, 3d rate (2), Key West. Fia.—Lieutenant- 
Commander—E. C. Merriam, commanding: Master—W. B. Ar- 
rants; Mate—W. E. Rattigan ; Surgeon—F. L. Dubois; Assistant 
Surgeon—C. U. Gravatt; Assistant Paymaster—C. H. Bartlett; 
Acting Gunner—C. B. Magruder. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC STATION. 

Rear-Admiral— William Taylor, commanding; Cantain--C. 
H. ©. Caldwell, chief of staff; Lieutenant—S. W. Very, 
staff dutv; Captain—F. B. Munroe, fleet marine officer; 
Medical Insprc'or—W. T. Hord, fleet surgeon: Paymaster—R. 
Washington, fleet paymaster; Cmef Engineer—F. C. Dade, fleet 
engineer; Admiral’s Secretary—H. Tisdale; Admiral’s Clerk—J. 
T. Bush; Chief of Staff's Clerk—H. Hurlestons; Fleet Paymas- 
ter’s Clerk—H. McCann. 

U. S. Steamer Lancaster. flagship, Sd rate (22).—Captain C. H. B. 
Caldwel', commanding; Lieutenant-Commanders—E. A. Walker, 
executive officer; G. W. Wood, navigator; C. O’Neill: Lieuten- 
ants—J. S. Newell, E. 8. Houston. W. T. Swinburne, E. H. 
Gheen, E. W. Sturdy, M. Bolles; Masters—A. P. Nazro, C. E. 
Colahan, W. Kellogg, A. G. Berry, W. H. Driggs; Midshipmen— 
W.H. E. Masser, J. Medary, W. C. Heacock, O. W. Lowry; P. 
Assistant Surgeon—M. C. Drennan; Assistant Surgeon—B. F. 
Fassig; First Assistant Engineers—B. C. Gowing, A. Price; Sec- 
ond Assistant Engineer—W. B. Bayley: Chaplain—F. B. Rose; 
Boatswain—J. McDonald ; Gunner—E. Mack ; Acting Carpenter— 
B. E. Furnald; Sa lmaker—G. D. Macy. Second Lieutenant of 
Marines—R. D. Wainwright, 

U. S. Steamer Ticondercga, 2d rate (11).—Captain—O.°C. Badger 
commanding; Lieutenaut Commanders—C. 8, Cotton, executive 
officer; E. 8. Keyser, navigator; Lieutenants—G. Taicott, Jr., G. 
G. Clay, R. Clover, C. G. Auiboue: Ensign—R. Mitchell; Surgeon 
—E. 8. Matthews; Assistant Sargeon—A. Mackie, Jr.; Paymas- 
ter—F. H. Hinman ; Chief Engineer—E. Farmer; First Assistant 
Engineer—L. W. Robinson; Boatswain—J. Burrows; Gunner— 
F. Cassidy; Carpenter—W. Barnard; Sailmaker—G. W. Giet. 
First Lieutenant of Marines—A. L. Watsun. 

U. S. Steamer Wasp, 4th rate (\).—Communder—A. T. Mahan, 
commanding; Lieutehunts—W. B. Newman, executive officer; (©. 
H. Arnold, navigator; P. Assistant Surgeon—W. 8S. Fort; Assis- 
tant Paymaster—E. E. Lewis; First Assistant Engineer—E. Olson. 








THE following order has been issued by the Superin- 
tendent of the Naval Academy : 
Order No. 17. 


U. 8. Nava, AcApEMY, ANNAPOLIS, MD., 
January 31, 1873. 

The noble and gallant efforts made by Cadet Mid- 
shipmen John C. Colwell and George Stoney to rescue 
from drowning the late John K. Arnold when he broke 
through the ice on the Severn river on the night of the 
18th inst., have been made the eubject of laudatory 
resolutiors by a number of that unfortunate gentleman’s 
friends and neighbors. 

The endeavors made by Cadet Midshipmen Colwell 
and Stoney were none the less worthy because they were 
fruitless. 

The motive that prompted them to hazard their own 
lives in efforts to save a drowning man is deserving of 
all commendation, and the supermtendent feels the 
greatest gratification in thus publicly acknowledging 
his admiration for the gallantry displayed by them 
upon that trying occasion, and in expressing to each of 
them his thanks. 

Heroic actions have ever won and deserved the 
plaudits of man in all ages of the world, and no deed 
of heroism is more worthy of praise than that unselfish 
kind where one places in serious jeopardy his own life 
in behalf of a suffering fellow-man. 

Young lives upon whose opening pages such instances 
of true courage and humanity are written, give the best 
ground fora reasonable hope that they will bear an 
abundance of fruit to ths honor of the country they 
serve, and in the cause of humanity as well. 
The Superintendent will take pleasure in bringing to 
the notice of the Department the worthy conduct of 
Cadet Midshipmen Coiwell and Stoney, in the confident 
belief that their gallant act will not be passed by with- 
out further recognition. 
This order will be read at evening parade. 
The resolutions referred to will also be read and re- 
turned to the files of the Academy. 
(Signed) Joan L. WorDEN, 
Rear-Admiral and Sup’t Naval Academy. 
The following are the resolutions referred to, and 
which were passed at a meeting of the citizens of the 
third district of Anne Arund:l County, te whom was 
presented a communication from Midshipman John C. 
Colwe'l, giving the particulars of the drowning of Mr. 
Arnold. 
Resolved, That we acknowledge with heartfelt gratitude the very 








George Stoney, of the U. S. Naval Academy, tried to rescue our 
esteemed iriend and fellow-citizen, Mr. John R. Arno.d, who 
breke through the ice while crossing the Severn river at Annapolis, 
Md., from drowning. 

Resolved, Tuat we look upon the conduct of Mr. Colwell as one 
of the most meritorious acts which has ever come under our 
knowledge, for which we take this method of making our ac- 


knowledyment. 


Resolved, That we also tender our thanks to Admiral Worden 
and the officers in command at the Naval Academy, al-o to Mats 
Perry, of the steam+r Phlox, for their assistance frum] time to 
time in giving his tamily every tacility in their power to rescue the 
from a watery grave. 

Resolved, That we will ever remember these acts of kindness, 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to each of the 
Annapolis papers, a copy to Admiral Worden, ulso a copy each to 
Midshipmen Jehn C. Colwell and George Stoney. 


THE TORPEDO DISCUSSION. 


CAPTAIN ERICSSON AND THE LAY TORPEDO. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Mr. John Ericsson begins an article in yourissue 
of the 11th instant with my name, and designates a fore- 
runner article of mine as a “ semi-official letter.”” Per- 
mit me to commence herewith the reduction of the in- 
accuracies of Mr. John Ericsson’s letter by informing 
him that my article had no prearranged support from 
the Navy Department, or from the Board of which I had 
the honor to be a member, and therefore it was not, 
truthfully speaking, a ‘‘ semi-official letter.” This would 
appear to be Mr. Ericsson’s second view of the case when 
he says: ‘The tone of Commander Kirkland’s letter 
leads to the supposition that it had not been submitted 
to nor received the sanction of the Board previous to 
publication—a supposition by no reans implying cen- 
sure on Commander Kirkland for the course he has seen 
fit to adopt.” 

Again, in speaking of the Lay torpedo and of the 
substitute proposed by him, he says: “I propose to ex- 
amine the leading features of the plan approved of, and 
at the same time correct the erroneous calculations and 
serious mistakes of Commander Kirkland regarding my 
movable submarine torpedo.” NowI propose that the 
settlement of the amount of gratitude which is due Mr. 
Ericsson for his delicacy in not implying censure on 
me for the course I have seen fit to adopt ve postponed 
until the corrections of my erroneous ca’culations and 
serious mistakes regarding Mr. Hricssen’s movable sub- 
marine torpedo be clearly demonstrated by figures and 
admissible proofs; because circles with lines radiating 
from the centre, as in Mr. Ericsson’s neatly calculated 
drawing and his beautiful theory thereon no more pre- 
vent the actual destructive force of the 500 pounds of 
nitro-glycerine, of which the drawing and theory are 
supposed to treat, than does Mr. Ericsson’s simple asser- 
tion of erroneous calculation on my part proves such to 
be necessarily the case, or his careful location of his 
own movable submarine torpedo under the bilge of the 
vessel in the aforesaid drawing proves the feasibility of 
such an undertaking at the present day otherwise than 
with imaginary ships located according to Mr. Ericsson's 
theoretical plans. 

The thanks which Mr. Ericsson appears to think him- 
self entitled to from the scientific portion of the com- 
munity will, no doubt, be forthcoming so soon as he 
shall have proved his ability to carry out practically the 
statements which he makes. While the inaccuracies of 
my e:lculations, and the serious mistakes which I am 
supposed to have committed regarding Mr. Ericsson’s 
movable submarine torpedo, suall be acknowledged and 
corrected so soon 2s he shall furnish a proof of the first 
and a tangible form of the much lauded instrument— 
one not carrying theoretical freights, towing a theoretical 
tubular cable a theoreticel] number of knots per hour, 
nor requiring to ba theoretically placed under the bot- 
tom of a ship in order to cause her theoretical destruc- 
tion. 

Mr. Ericsson’s general tone and his assertion that 
“maritime nations have accepted the proposition that a 
successful introduction of a submarine structure capable 
of being propelled rapidly and directed with certainty 
under water will compel a complete change of the pres- 
ent system of attack and defence,” would lead persons 
unacquainted with Mr, Ericsson’s style to expect to find 
in some one of his fullowing sentences the word 
“Eureka” backed by some intelligent and apparently 
practical demonstration; but a further perusal of his 
letter does not justify such probable expectation, and 
therefore we must suppose that, so far as he isconcerned, 
there will be no change of the present system, because 
his proposed movable submarine torpedo, although 
theoretically a rapid traveller under water, when once 
submerged, and beyond the range of Mr. Ericsson’s di- 
recting eye, would quite possibly take up a line of its 
own, without regard to the direct route which the in- 
ventor may have traced for it on paper. As, however, 
Mr. Ericsson claims to have a supply of motive power 
theoretically inexhaustible, the uncertainty of its wan- 
derings might only be attended with loss of time, as the 
machine. might be hauled back by the cable, and made 
to “try, try egain,” provided always the suid tubular 
cable had not touled any obstructicas, in which case, of 
course, a trial ot strength might be accidentally brought 
on between the tube and the obstruction, and a rupture 
of the first would be apt to cause the operator congider- 
able delay and labor, to say nothing of the loss of cable, 
which would be ditlicult to repair speedily and effi- 
ciently. 

Mr. Ericsson says that ‘‘ the originul idea of destroy- 
ing ships by explosive substances carried by rafts and 
similar structures floating level with the surface of the 
water has been long abandoned on account of their in- 
sufficient destructive power and the facility with which 
their approach may be prevented by the party attacked.” 
Now, as the English government has recently con- 
cluded the purchase of a number of Harvey’s sea tor- 
pedoes, a similar purchase having been previously made 
by the United States; and, as these torpedoes are struc- 
fures which are towed at the surface of the water and 
directed against the ship to be attacked, and as the Lay 
torpedo, on account of its actual performance, and of the 
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approved and purchased at the suggestion of a Board of 
experienced officers, Mr. Ericeson’s opinion on that sub- 
ject appears to be of comparatively little value, and it is 
possible to account for his assertion, as above, on the sup- 
position that, being wedded to the infallibility of his 
own opinion, he has not thought proper to keep himself 
posted with regard to facts. As Mr. Ericsson does, how- 
ever, admit the possibility of a successful use of the Lay 
torpedo in night attacks, there is reason to hope that 
the dogma of his infallibility is beginning to succumb to 
the weight of reason, and that in time he may be brought 
to admit that, in case of any emergency, from 500 to 
1,000 of Lay’s torpedves might be turned out of the 
workshops of the country “in eight w eks” (the time 
proposed by Mr. Ericsson as necessary to furnish a like 
number of his theories), should it be found that insulated 
wire cable can be manufactured as rapidly as the tubular 
cable used by Mr. Ericsson. 

The circle with radiating lines, by the study of which 
Mr. Ericsson appears to have déluded himself into an 
actual contempt for the destructive power of 500 pouads 
of nitro-glycerine, might be still further drawn on by 
a judicious location of its centre to warrant a belief 
on the part of those unacquainted with the ex- 
plosive that the destructive effect of nitro-glyc- 
erine, which, according to Mr. Ericsson, “has 
been greatly overrated,” is, when theoretically lo- 
cated by that gentleman, so small as to be nearly harm- 
less. Part of the figure (1) which Mr. Ericsson explains 
in his theory, represents, or is supposed to do su, the space 
which “a charge of 500 pounds of explosive matter of 
the same specific gravity as water” will occupy. Now, 
as nitro glycerine is the explosive which we have men- 
tioned as the one to be used, and as it and its equivalents 
in explosive force are the compounds tv which we pro- 
pose to confine ourselves, and also Mr. Ericsson, in this 
discussion, it would be as well to state that its specific 
gravity is 1.6, and that consequently the space laid off 
in Mr. Ericsson’s drawing would hold nearer 800 than 
500 pounds of that compound, and consequently, even if 
Mr. Ericsson’s demonstration, that “ only 1-10 of the in- 
itial force of the explosion will be brought to bear on 
the plate at f and m,” were correct, we should have a 
force of 80 as compared wifh Mr. Ericsson’s erroneous 
calculation of 50. 

The inference which can be drawn from this demon- 
stration is that, without, however directly committing 
himself, Mr. Ericsson wishes us to believe that the explo- 
sive effect of nitro-glycerine would be expended in the 
lines of least resistance. This does not accord with 
facts derived from practical experience. Professor Hill, 
professor of chemistry at the U. 8. Naval Torpedo Sta- 
tion, says that “ the violent explosives (those detonating 
perfectly) act equally in all directions, and do not require 
much tamping or great confinement. Practically, against 
the same target, 2 lbs. of nitro-glycerine will do as much 
work if une foot under water as if twenty; therefore 
the water between the ship’s side and the sides of a tor- 
pedo will not be sprayed, but the blow will be delivered 
with crushing effect, and directly, the water not having 
time to move. In regard to the circle with radiating 
lines it can only be said that it does not fairly represent 
explosive action. It is true that a given force does di- 
minish as the cube of the distance, as, e. g., intensity of 
light, sound, etc.; but there are elements entering into 
explosive action which have an important bearing, and 
should be considered. I do not think that there can be 
a shadow of a doubt but that 500 pounds of nitro gly- 
cerine could make fragments of the target Mr. Ericsson 
epeaks of, or of one three times as strong. It ought to 
be tried experimentally in order to supply something 
definite in place of such incorrect and useless demon- 
strations as that of Mr. Ericsson. 

“T think that the greatest difficulty with Mr. Erics- 
son’s explosive notions is that he does not seem -to un- 
derstand what explosive action is, or what explosive ef- 
fect; therefore to compare an explosion with a simple 
transmission of furce is utterly fallacious. 

“The conclusion I would make is that, since he does 
not epprehend the first essential functions, his attempt 
at the calculation of the problem is useless.” 

Professor Abel says that the force of Nobel’s dyna- 
mite (a form of nitro-glycerine) and of gun-cotton is 
about the same under certain conditions, and that both 
of these have, as compared with gunpowder, about six 
times the force of the latter. From the experiments at 
Chatham we learn through official sources that 400 
pounds of gun-cotton placed 40 feet from the bottom of 
a strongly built vessel, when exploded, blew her bottom 
to pieces; and here we have another instance of Mr. 
Ericsson’s ignorance of facts iu his dogmatical assertion 
of the comparative harmless effect of 500 pounds of nitro- 
glycerine against the side of a twelve-inch-armored iron 
ship, whereby he appears to have convinced himself of 
“the unsatisfactory nature of the destructive power of 
the torpedo boat.” 

In taking up ,the description of the Lay torpedo, as 
furnished by a newspaper correspondent, and sllowing 
his criticising powers the latitude which is widest in his 
examination “of the leading features of the plan ap- 
proved of,” it might perhaps have been more creditable 
to Mr. Ericsson’s practical ability had he assured himself 
of the fact of the assertion, that “forward of this reel 
compartment is that in which the driving and steering 
machinery is located, and still further forward is the 
mechanism for steering, which will be presently ex- 
plained ;” because in reality he has assumed the position 
iu which the cart comes before the horsé; and, from this 
apparent carelessness in acquiring the requisite infor- 
mation, it is very easy to see how Mr. Ericsson has al- 
lowed himself to be deluded into the idea of “‘ the ex- 
traordinary complication of the mechanism applied 
within the boat,” and his consequent inability to per- 
ceive the “extreme simplicity ” which is the great value 
of the machine. 

In his enumeration of the motors requisite to the Lay 
torpedo Mr. Ericsson appears to have counted until 
fatigued, and then to have stopped. Hesays: ‘The 
description informs us that two distinct motors are ne- 
ce to start the third motor, which actuates the 
propeller, and that other motors are required to operate 


the ruddsr.” This loose’ style of description is rather 
calculated to hewiider those who really desire to know 
something of Mr. Lay’s capital invention. The fact is, 
however, that Mr. Lay uses two motors—one, the electric 
current by which he operates the valves to admit and 
shut off the other motor, carbonic acid gas, to and from 
the cylinders, which not only propel the boat, but are 
used to steer it sccurately. 

Now, Mr. Ericsson proposes to use a steam-engine as 
the motor for his air pumps, and compressed air as the 
motor for his cylinders in the boat's propulsion. What 
the motor will be for the steering gear he does not ex- 
piain ; but we presume he will expect to force the com- 
pressed air to work the rudder through the same tube as 
that which conducts the propelling power; however, as 
the muvable submarine torpedo of Mr. Ericsson is to 
run fifteen feet below the surface, and consequently out 
of sight of the operator, it may be that no such additional 
apparatus as arudder will be necessary, the torpedo, 
with its “‘ inexhaustible supply ” of motive power, being 
left to seek i's antagonist. 

The operations attending the preparation of the tor- 
pedoes for successive attacks appear to be more or less 
incident to any form of that instrument. One thing, 
however, is certain—the liquid carbonic acid in Mr. 
Lay’s flasks did not treeze when allowed to escape, either 
in the tubes, pipes, reducers, cylinders, or when turned 
against a wet plank in the open air, on a bitterly cold 
day. 

The ‘“complication of mechanism in which a defective 
joint or an accident to the exposed pipes renders the en- 
tire structure useless ” s2ems to Mr. Ericsson a serious 
objection ; but, as it is the business of mechanics to 
meke joints tight, and as this can always be ascertained 
beforehand, and, further, as Mr. Ericsson proposes a 
tubular cable for his own theory, an accident to which 
would be likely to render “the entire structure useless,” 
it is easy to perceive that, if his objection holds good in 
one case, it is equally applicable to his own proposed 
substitute. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
W. A. KIRKLAND, Commander U.S. Navy. 





THE TORPEDO QUESTION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Permit me to avail myself of the columns of the 
ARMY AND NAvy JOURNAL to make a general state- 
ment in reply to some lengthy communications relating 
to harbor defence just received, called forth by my ar- 
ticles on the subject of “‘ Movable Torpedoes,” published 
in the JOURNAL: 

1. The supposition on the part of my correspondents 
that I possess but a limited acquaintance with the sub- 
ject is quite erroneous. The fact is that I planned sev- 
eral movable submarine torpedoes long before the paddle- 
wheel was abolished in ocean navigation, and that ever 
since I introduced the resent system of screw propul- 
sion for ships-of-war in this country my attention has 
been specially directed to the subject of submarine at- 
tack. It will be proper to add that, while the capabil- 
ity of the screw propeller to operate under water re- 
moved one great obstacle in the solution of the problem, 
the impossibility of storing a sufficient amount of motive 
energy within the submarine torpedo has retarded its 
completion. 

2. The introduction of the tubular cable having re- 
moved the apparently insuperable difficulty adverted to, 
I can assure those who luok upon submarine propulsion 
as impracticable that there is no difficulty whatever in 
operating the torpedo under water at any desirable 
depth, and that the mechanism requisite for keeping the 
instrument at a given depth below the surface of the 
water is simple and efficient. 

3. The suggestions and advice tendered by some cor- 
respondents regarding the means of preventing my cy- 
lindrical torpedo from revolving in the water show per- 
fect ignorance of the laws of equilibrium and of the first 
prive:ples of dynamics. I notice with surprise that 
Commander Kirkland’s assertion, contained in his semi- 
official letter to the ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL, that 
the rotation may be prevented by a certain dispcsition 
of internal weight, is fully indorsed by my instructors. 
Apprentices in our technological schools would be repri- 
manded if asserting that the weight of the machinery 
within a cylindrical torpedo, only nineteen inches in 
diameter and ten feet long, propelled by a screw ac- 
tuated by fifteen horse power, could be so arranged that 
the rutary action of the propeller would not cause the 
torpedo to revolve in the water. 

4. The objections urged by some of my correspondents 
against the diagram representing the top view of the 
English turret ship are frivolous in the extreme. No 
intelligent person can fail to comprehend that the posi- 
tions of the approaching surface torpedo represented in 
the diagram have been selected with a view of demon- 
strating that its side will be exposed to the diverging 
fire from the torpedo guns. Evidently itis not necessary 
that the course should. be exactly as shown in the dia- 
gram in order to expose the torpedo’s side to the di- 
verging fire. It will be readily understood that, if the 
course be directed, for instance, toward;a point near the 
stern, the side of the torpedo boat will be more complete- 
ly exposed to the fire from the guns at the bow than 
represented in the diagram; while the fire from the 
gun applied amidships will in that case be more effective 
than shown in the diagram. A moment’s consideration 
will also show that, in whatever direction the approach 
is made in broad daylight, the diverging fire from the 
ship’s guns will prove destructive to the thin hull of the 
surface torped:. As to the effect of rolling in rendering 
the fire from the torpedo guns inaccurate, which some of 
my friends lay so much stress upon, I beg to remind 
them that where the Lay torpedo, with its tender, electric 
wires, can be safely operated, there is not sea enough to 
prevent a discharge of grape at short range from doing its 
work effectually. 

5. Regarding my demonstration proving that it will 
be ditficult to start the Lay torpedo under the enemy’s 
fire, i. e., within range of his guns, it will be sufficient 





to state in answer to the criticisms of the friends of the 


Lay system, that various devices might easily be adopted 
in order to effect a start, provided the electric wire which 
connects the machinery of the torpedo to the apparatus 
on shore, possessed adequate strength. But in view of 
its demonstrated weakness, corroborated by the recent 
failure at Newport, where notwithstanding great care 
avd very favorable circumstances, @ breakage took place 
before the torpedo had advanced one-third of the in- 
tended distance, it will be evident that ingenious expe- 
dients will be of no avail in effecting a successful start. 
Supposing that in place of being despatched under such 
favorable conditions as those secured in the Newport 
trials, the Lay torpedo has to be started within range of 
the guns of a hostile fleet, with afresh breeze blowing 
toward the shore, and a rolling sea; will the advocates 
of the electric wire-torpedo system contend that, under 
such conditions, a suce 1 start can be made? Again, 
let us suppose that the Yorpedo-boat has got safely un- 
der way and that the wary enemy moves from his posi- 
tion just before its arrival, the small amount of motive 
power stored within the torpedo being then nearly ex- 
hausted while the strength of the wire is insufficient to 
admit of the torpedo being hauled in; obviously the 
costly structure will in such case inevitably be lost. 

6. The employment of a submarine torpedo supplied 
with an efficient continuous motive power, and secured 
to the shore by a tubular cable capable of sustaining a 
considerable strain, effectually removes the difficulty of © 
starting within range of the enemy’s guns. It will be 
evident that since the supply of motive power is not 
limited, the submarine torpedo may be started during 
the night, or before the approach of the hostile fleet; 
and that by keeping the propeller in motion it may be 
held in a position distant from the shore near the ship 
channel. Consequently, it may be sent against the first 
ship that advances, with a certainty of striking even 
while the entering ship is in motion. Should the first 
attempt fail, the shore reel will be applied and a retro- 
grade motion imparted to the torpedo sufficient to insure 
a good position for a second attack. It is scarcely ne- 
cessary to observe that-in a tidal current the submarine 
torpedo will be successively hauled in by the reel and 
again sent out in the direction best calculated to insure 
a favorable position. Let us bear in mind that unlike 
the Lay torpedo-boat which is always in sight and ex- 
posed to the enemy’s fire, the submarine torpedo is out 
of sight, and safe under a columnof water at least fifteen 
feet deep. Other advantages might be pointed out, but 
the superiority of the submarine tubular cable system is 
so obvious that further comparison with the Lay electric 
wire-system is not called for. 

7. Commander Kirkland asserts that the tubular cable 
of my submarine torpedo, in case it floats on the surface 
of the water, may be easily rendered useless “ by run- 
ning astern of the torpedo with a boat, picking up and 
cutting the cable.” If this assertion be well founded 
and we must accept its correctness, coming from an ex- 
perienced naval officer, it proves that the Lay torpedo 
may be either captured, turned out of its course or sunk 
without firing a shot. 

My correspondents who feel so sanguine of sending 
the surface torpedo to its destinatiou in spite of Captain 
Scott’s ingeniously contrived torpedo guns, should not 
lose sight of the startling expedient proposed by the 
experienced commander of “running a boat astern of 
the torpedo.” Granted that such a boat expedition is 
practicable against a torpedo running under water at 
high speed, it will be mere play on the part of the enemy 
to run his boat abreast of the slow moving surface tor- 
pedo propelled by a feeble motor, arrest its progress, or 
turn its course, thereby readering the supposed formid- 
able weapon of destruction perfectly harmless. 


Vv y 
=. é J. Ericsson. 
New York, February 5, 1878. 
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THE RIVAL TORPEDOES. 
MR. LAY’S REPLY TO CAPTAIN ERICSSON’S CHALLENGE. 
Mr John Ericsson. 


Sir: I am in receipt of your communication of 
January 22. In regard to the conditions named by you, 
and upon which you express a willingness to accept my 
challenge of the 6th of January, I have te say: 








1. That the first proposed condition is accepted, pro- 
vided that a course shall be selected athwart and 
against the current, as stipulated in my challenge. 

2. As to the second condition. In your letter to the 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy, you were pleased to point 
out what you seemed tv regard as serious, if not fatal, 
defects in my system, and to offer instead a plan of your 
own, the character of, and proposed mode of operating 
which, you explained so fully that there can be no mis- 
apprehension in regard to its general features. You 
stated that it was a torpedo nineteen inches in diameter 
and ten feet long; that it carried its propelling ma- 
chinery, and was to be driven by two screws, revolving 
in opposite directions, for reasons which you stated ; 
that the engines were to be of fiiteen horse-power, and 
were to be operated by compressed air, which was to be 
conveyed from the shore through a tube to the torpedo ; 
and that this torpedo was to te gee at a depth of. 
fifteen feet below the surface of the water. My chal- 
lenge was a mo as a over your own 
signature, and I shal ore insist upon preservin 
the dist@usiios which I have used, and that you shall 
make good your statement with regard to the dimensions 
with which you then proposed to operate. 

8. The third, fourth, and fifth conditions are ac- 


cepted. 

4 The sixth condition is accepted, with this addition : 
As speed is useless without offensive power, there shall 
be placed at the end of the first mile an object present- 
ing.a surface twenty feet square, against which each 
boat shall explode a charge of some explosive material, 


and then return to the starting point, as stipulated in 


my challenge. 
Permit me to remind you that in attack- 


ing my invention through the public press, in offer- 








408 


ARMY AND NAVY JOUBNAL. 


‘Fesrvarr 8, 1873- 














ing through the same medium a device of your own as a 
sutetitute—the dimensions, power, and general charac- 
ter of which ly stated—you gave me the 
right which I have exercised of c ging you toa 
— test of the relative merits of my invention and 
of your b 
am perfectly well aware that “operating a sub- 
marine veseel is . very different blem pam that of 
operating a vessel which is pasty above water ;” but, 
let me add, the modified device which you present 
through the ARMy AND Navy JouRNAL of the 25th of 
January, suggests grave doubts as to whether you fully 
appreciated the di ce at the time you addressed 
a communication to the Secretary, in which you so 
ly presented, and so zealously urged, the merits of 
your theory. 

After you shall have consulted with your friends, or 
the parties interested in your device, if you shall feel 
disposed to make the proposed test under the accepted 
and modified conditions, I shall be glad to make the 
forfeit $20,000 instead of $10,000. Yours, etc., 

Joun L. Lay. 
Newport, R. L, February 1, 1873. 
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The Gorham Company respectfully submit the following facts 
for the cousideration of purchasers of Sterling Silverware and 
Pine Electro-Plate. The essential features claimed for their Silver, 
to meet the requirements of a refined and cultivated taste, are ele- 
gance of design, combining form, outline, and ornamentation, 
skilled workmanship, and purity of metal. The Gorham Company 
have had an ex nee of over thirty J om in its manufacture, 
which, combined with their own personai supervision, justify them 
in theclaim thattheir productions are not only of the highest 

é manufactured in the present advanced state of the art, but 
at their great facilities enable them to produce Sterling Silver 


which cannot be approached in price 


ELECTRO-PLATZ. 


To meet the requirements of others, who, while they have equal- 
y good taste and discernment, prefer to use a substitute for real 
silver, the Company manufacture what is known as “ Gorham 
Plate.” It possesses all the elements of real silverin solidity (the 
base being a hard, ringing metal like silv r), beauty, finish, ele- 


peu of form and outline, and extreme durability. It can onl 
disti ed from silver by its special trade-mark csangedl 
upon the of each piece. - 


CAMP-CHESTS, ETC. 

The qualities above indicated, peculiar to the Gorham Electro- 
te, ren by far the material for Camp-Chests, Pos’ 
and Ward-reom M services, and general use in the Army and 


ess 
avy. 
The Gorham Comneny do not sell at retail, but refer all who 
may wish to obtain either Silver or Electro to the leading jewellers 
in the place where they may reside. 


RTILLERY—A SECOND LIEUTENANT OF IN- 
FANTRY wishes to transfer to Artillery. Will meet an 
reasonable proposition,es: y for rank in 1867. Address M. N. 
T., care ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL. 


B. KING & CO., BANKERS AND Bro 


No. 5 WALL SI., NEW YORK, 
First Securities 


td 








Vincent B. Krxe, | Hexry W. Mituer, 
Member of N. ¥. Stock Exch’ge. | Late Lt.-Commander U. 8. Navy, 


y merino — - SROORD LASUTERANT OF 
dress K. ave care ARMY anp Navy Jou. ponerse 


ATLING GUNS, which fire 400 shots per min- 
Gina. Ry tas woo of these czars the greatest gosihie’ chen nnk 
the least possible expense 
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THE NEW SLOOPS OF WAR. 


ip should occur to Congress that the amendment 
to the bill for the construction of the additional 
sloops of war for the Navy proposed by Mr. SHER- 
MAN, practically defeats the wise ends of the origi- 
nal bill. The latter had in it the very prudent pro- 
viso that the vessels should not be commenced un- 
til full and complete plans, models, specifications. 
and estimates had been made for their construction: 
In other words, it was provided that the vessels to 
be built should be accurately described and laid 
down in advance, with full working plans, so that 
if we were going to have any more naval abortions 
imposed upon us, we could keep them on paper, 
and not rush to their realization in actual marine 
moustrosities. The wisdom of such a precaution 
our past experience has amply shown. If it had 
been adopted fifteen years ago we should have been 
saved the serious results of the scores of failures 
which have during that time emanated from the 
constructional bureaus of the Navy Department. 

Mr. SHERMAN’S amendment, in one fell swoop, 
dashes away this great safeguard of the original 
bill. It reads: “ And after such plans are approved 
by the proper authority they shall not be changed 
in any respect when the cost will exceed $100, ez- 
cept on the recommendation of a board of survey , com- 
posed of not less than five officers of the Navy, and ap- 
proved by the Secretary; and if changes are thus 
made, the actual cost of, and damages caused by 
such change shall be estimated by such board of 
survey.” 

Now, what does this mean? It means that the 
proviso calling for the preliminary working plans 
and estimates in the original bill amounts to noth- 
ing—that it is completely neutralized, and no one 
will be able to know what sort of vessel will result. 
Tho amendment actually puts it in the power of the 
five officers composing the Loard to construct the 
vessels according to their own ideas, without let or 
hindrance, A more absurd perversion of the orig- 
inal intent of a bill, or a more unwise authority 
conferred, could scarcely be conceived. This board 
of officers are not even to have their notions reduced 
to the practicality of working plans, but are al- 
lowed full scope, even after contracts are entered 
into, the work begun—in fact in all stages of its 
progress—to modify, change, and reconstruct the 
whole ship from truck to keelson. This would in- 
deed be to establish a pretty bad state of affairs, 
and we should confidently expect the result to be 
not only the construction of a lot of naval abortions, 
but great delay, and in fine the real defeat of the 
intention of the original bill, which wisely guarded 
against just such evils; and, moreover, to further 
fortify this point, provided finally, “that no con- 
tract or order for construction shall be made until 
full detailed estimates have been submitted to Con- 
gress, and appropriation made therefor.” A con- 
ference committee has agreed upon a report which 
so far as we can learn is in accord with the bill as it 
passed the Senate. It remains to be seen what action 
the two houses will take upon this report ; though 
they will doubtless accept, we shall have to wait 
another week to learn in what shape it leaves the 





bill. 


WE learn from private sources that Lieutenant: 
Gro. M. WHExLeEr's Surveying and Explormg Ex- 
pedition has returned to winter quarters im Wash-- 
ington, where it is busily engaged in office duty 
elaborating and working up the large accumulation 
of material of the past two seasons, and preparing 
the volumes of the forthcoming reports to Congress. 
These volumes are to be quarto in size, to match the 
Preliminary Report already issued, and are to be 
accompanied by a map of the territory embraced im 
the surveys of ‘1869, 1871, and 1872, which will be 
the first instalment of the systematic issue of maps 
as projected in the plan submitted by Lieutenant 
WHEELER to the Engineer Department and ap- 
proved. Thirteen of the eighty-five rectangular 
squares laid off in that project will be covered by 
this map, which will be advanced in the accuracy of 
its execution by means of the comprehensive series 
of astronomical observations obtained at stations 
immediately and remotely connected with the field 
work. The value of these observations in perfecting 
topographical labors in a region where so many 
physical obstacles stand in the way of accurate 
geodetic surveys can hardly be overestimated. 

We hear that in all departments invariable suc- 
cess has attedend this last season’s Expedition. Be- 
sides the valuable series of astronomical observations 
already alluded to, stretching from lower Utah to 
Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory, and the hourly sets 
of meteorological observations at various points, 
there have been large accessions of specimens in the 
departments of mineralogy, natural history, eth- 
nology and photography. In connection with the 
latter, a side party to the Colorado secured a fine 
gallery of photographs and stereoscopic views from 

the Grand Cajion, and other wonders, from whicha 

characteristic contribution is to be made to the 
Vienna Exposition. In connection with ethnologi- 
cal research, many Indian mounds were opened and 
examined in different localities, numerous relics of 
greater or less value obtained, and a collection of a 
dozen crania and several measurably perfect skele- 
tons made. The natural history department has 
also brought back a large collection of specimens of 
the flora and fauna of the region traversed by the 
Expedition, which are now in process of preparation 
for the various scientific institutions to which they 
are to be presented. 

Apart, however, f:om the strictly scientific and 
departmental work of the Expedition, a still more 
valuable field of inquiry was entered, through the 
fact that a large part of Lieutenant WHEELER'S at- 
tention was directed to the discovery and practica- 
bility of new routes of travel and new modes of 
transportation for Government property through the 
vast areas over which posts are scattered. Attention 
had already been called, in the Lieutenant’s Pre- 
liminary Report, to the necessity of north and south 
railways east of the Sierras and west of Denver, to 
connect the trans-contimental roads as they should 
be completed and to develop the country lying be- 
tween them. This last year the feasibility of such 
a north and south road was demonstrated, through 
western Utah or eastern Nevada, across the Colo- 
rado near the mouth of the Grand Cajion, and down 
through Arizona to Prescott. The immediate 
neighborhood of the Colorado presents the only real 
difficuity on the line of the proposed route, and this 
is but slight as compared with the obstacles over- 
come in the Sierras by engineer skill. 

Constant endeavor was made to associate the 
scientific inquiries of the Expedition with the prac- 
tical questions and needs of the territories, and not 
to conduct a purely scientific or specialist’s investi- 
gation over the heads of the strangely conglomerate 
population which covers them, and which looks with 
jealousy, or at least suspicion, on projects not calcu- 
lated to advance their personal prosperity. The 
subjects of artesian wells, irrigation, internal im- 
provements of various kinds, special mining surveys 
in the different districts for the purpose of local re- 
ference, and the possibility of utilizing barren areas, 
were therefore entertained with attention, and 
future surveys may, perhaps, be entrusted with 
more practical treatment of some of these topics. 








WE observe that the Senate Naval Committee has 
introduced into the Navy Appropriation bill an im- 
portant section, providing for the payment of 





$150,000 for the right of [private parties for the dest 
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system of torpedoes. We are glad to see that so just 
an amendment is proposed. Its passage will remove 
the opportunity which would otherwise be seized 
upon by parties over-slaughed to make charges of 
favoritism. The country certainly needs the best 
torpedo system that is in existence, and it has no 
interest in the aims or ambitions of any inventor 
whosoever. Let the different systems be fairly 
tested, and the one that proves itself the most effi- 
cient and best adapted for its purpose be selected. 








THE question of retaining the Naval site at New 
Orleans as an iron-clad station, or for other purposes, 
is under consideration. Since the war closed sev- 
eral of our monitors have been laid up at that port, 
and as the site possesses both advantages and disad- 
vantages it is difficult to determine what future ac- 
tion in the matter is advisable. The Navy Depart- 
ment will send, it is understood, an experienced and 
discreet officer to examine the place, and assist in 
reaching its determination. The advantages and 
disadvantages of Pensacola, compared with other 
eligible sites in the Bay, fora naval station, will also 
be examined into and reported on. The buildings 
at this yard were destroyed during the war, and no 
new or costly ones have been put up since, and if 
any change of site is advisable, now is the time to 
make it before further improvements are eutered 
upon. 

Commodore AMMEN, then Chief of the Bureau of 
Yards and Docks, in his report of December 1869, 
says: “The yard is exposed to injury from vessels 
outside the harbor, having guns of long range. The 

’ location for this reason is objectionable, but in view 
of its being the only station on the Gulf of Mexico it 
requires ai this time to be made available for re- 
pairs. The great importance of having a well-equip- 
ped yard on the Gulf of Mexico suggests that be- 
fore heavy expenditures are made toward recon- 
structing this yard, it is worth while to institute an 
examination to ascertain if some more favorable le- 
cation cannot be found.” 

Key West has been, since the destruction of the 
Pensacola yard, a station of considerable importance 
to the Navy. The work-shops have been of great 
use in making such repairs as could be done with- 
out the use of a dock, and the question arises 
whether it is advisable to keep them all in their 
present condition or to augment them. No appro- 
priations have teen asked for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1874, for either of the above places, except 
for ordinary repairs, 








Mr. SrocxTon, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs reported on the 4th inst., without amend- 
ment, House bill for the relief of the officers and 
crew of the Wyoming. Subsequently he moved it as 
an amendment to the bill before the Senate, to re- 
lease the Japanese Government from paying a por- 
tion of the Japanese Indemnity fund, which motion 
was not disposed of when the morning hour ex- 
pired. Mr. StockToN strongly advocated the claims 
of the officers and crew of the Wyoming, which he 
considered a primary claim on the fund. The sim- 
ple proposition was to give $125,000 to the men who 
obtained this fund by their gallantry and good con- 
duct, and to the widows of those killed in action. 
He believed in doing justice to our own people and 
encouraging the gallantry of our seamen—in giving 
them what they are entitled to,in lieu of prize 
money, before going into the question whether the 
Japanese Government should have this fund handed 
back to them or not. Some means of paying our 
own people should be devised before we are so ear- 
nest and so magnanimous as to debate whether the 
money should be returned. 








THE Conference Committee of the Senate and 
House have finally agreed on building eight sloops 
of war, one-half of which are to be built by con- 
tract. 








A EUROPEAN correspondent writes: “Our coun- 
tryman, Mr. L. W. BROADWELL, whose celebrated 
ring has made breech-loading artillery a success, is 
at the head of extensive Ordnance Works, situated 
in the city of Carlsruhe, Baden. At present the 
firm are completing the great Turkish order for 500 
guns on the Broadwell system. These comprise 100 
mountain guns, 2.5-inch, calibre; 300 field guns, 
83-inch. calibre; 100 field guns, 3 3-8 calibre, all of 


course of cast steel. Mr. BROADWELL, not having 
sufficient manufacturing capacity at Carlsruhe to 
furnish all the guns within the specified time, sub- 
contracted with the Bochum Works for 200, and 
with BERGER & Co., of Witten, for 100,” 








A JoINT resolution passed the Senate on the 3lst 
ult,, extending the time for the reception of models 
for the colossal statute of FARRAGUT until the Ist of 
March next. This was in consequence of the non-ar- 
rival from Italy of the model prepared by the Amer- 
ican artist Mr. RANDOLPH RoGERS, who modeled 
the beautiful bronze doors in the Capitol and whose 
monuments to the soldiers are erected in several 
places. The resolution was so modified that the 
models which have already arrived may be consid- 
ered by the committees without prejudice to any 
that may be received between this time and the Ist 
of March, Mr. RoGERs’s statue has since arrived. 








Tue Army Register for 1873 has just made its ap- 
pearance with an addenda following page 214, 
which makes it complete to about the 15th of Jan- 
uary. General SHERMAN has also published in a 
neat volume a complete file of the orders issued by 
him in the various commands held by him as a gen- 
eral officer during the war of the rebellion, down to 
May 30, 1866. It proves a most valuable historical 
record, and we wish we could have the advantage of 
a similar publication on the part of all the officers 
who served in important commands during the war. 








Mr. BANKS introduced a joint resolution in the 
House January 20, which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, directing the Secretary of the Navy 
to cause an examination and survey to be made of that 
section of the American Isthmus which lies between 
Valencia Point and the Changenola river, on the Atlan- 
tic side, and the Boca Chica, the Rio Pedrigal, and the 
upper part of Golfo Dolce, on the Pacific side, including 
the intervening country, a longitudinal examination of 
the two Cordilleras,and exploration of the courses of the 
rivers from their outlets within the said coasts’ limits to 
their sources, for the purpose of ascertaizing the possi- 
bility of their being connected to form an inter-oceanic 
ship-canal, or other means of cheap transportation for 
coal and heavy merchandise, between the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans; and that the cost of said examination 
and said survey shall be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 








A BILL passed the House on the 31st ult., to pay to 
the widow of the late Commander A. T. Crosman, one 
year’s extra pay of his grade. Senator Merrill, of Maine, | P2, 
introduced a {bill, No. 1,444, on the 24th of January, 
authorizing the President to appoint George Henry 
Preble, now a captain on the active list of the Navy, a 
commodore on the active list of the Navy, next below 
Commodore Edward Donaldson, being the same relative 
position on the Navy register occupied by him for 
thirty-one years until the promotions of 1864. Senator 
Scott introduced a bill January 27, No. 1,458, authoriz- 
ing the President to nominate, and by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, appoint George M. Book, 
now on the retired list, a lieutenant on the active list. 








A BILL was introduced on the 28th of January by 
Senator Stewart, and referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to 
direct the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
allow and pay to such persons as were officers and com- 
posed the crew of the U.S. steamer Bienville, August 
5, 1864, a sum equal to that to which the officers and 
crew of said steamer would have been entitled to re- 
ceive as prize money had the name of said steamer been 
inserted in the list of the vessels entitled to share in the 
captures made in the Bay of Mobile on said 5th day of 
August, 1864, the name of said vessel having been acci- 
dentally omitted from said list—said sum to be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated and distributed as prize money. 





THE Secretary of War has submitted to the Senate, 
and recommended the enactment into a law of the accom- 
panying proposed bill to authorize the administration 
of oaths to witnesses before boards of survey in the 
Army. The attention is directed in the communication 
to copies enclosed of a communication from the com- 
manding general of the Department of California and of 
the Military Division of the Pacific, and to the indorse- 
ment of the Judge-Advocate-General of the Army there- 
on, as showing that no authority exists at present in 
boards of survey to administer oaths: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 





of the United States of America in Congress 


That hereafter the junior member or recorder in a board 
of survey of the Army (or, if the board consist of but a 
single o cer, then that , shall be authorized to 
administer oaths to witnesses before the board ; and such 
oaths shall be in the same form as those now required 
to be administered to witnesses before courts-martial, 
and be equally binding in law. 


A BILL is now before the Military Committee of the 
Senate which provides “ that no soldier who was, dur- 
ing the late rebellion, captured and imprisoned by the 
enemies of the United States in southern prisons, and 
who agreed to join the enemy only for the purpose of 
escaping from such imprisonment, shall on that account 
be treated asa deserter, And it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of War, upon being satisfied that any such 
soldier did agree to join the enemy only for the sake of 
escaping such imprisonment, and that he bas at no time 
actually taken arms against the United States or pro- 
posed to do ao, to grant him an honorable discharge, to 
date from the muster-out of his regiment, together with 
the usual pay and emoluments.” 


In the Senate of the United States, Jan. 22, 1873, Mr 
Logan asked, and, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to bring ina bill providing “ that section twelve 
of the act approved July seventeenth, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-two, be, and'the same is hereby, so far amended 
as to make it obligatory upon the President to place 
upon the retired list of the Army any offiser of the 
Army whose name shall have been borne on the Army 
Register forty-five years, or who shall be sixty-two 
years of age.” It was referred to the Military Com- 
mittee. On the same date the following bill, passed by 
the House May 13, 1872, and referred by the Senate to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, was reported by Mr. 
Cragin from that Committee with;an amendment strik- 
ing out all of the first section after and including the 
word “ provided ”: 

An Act to prevent the employment of officers on the 
retired list. 














Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
4 the United States af America in Congress assembled, 
hat no officer on the retired list of the Navy shall be 
employed on active duty except in time of war: Pro- 
vided, That those officers on the retired list, and those 
hereafter retired, who were, or who may be, retired after 
forty years’ service, or on attaining the age of sixty-two 
years, in conformity with section one of the act of De- 
cember, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and its amend- 
ments, dated June twenty-fifth, eighteen Sundred and 
sixty-four, or those who were or may be retired from in- 
capacity resulting from re and faithful service, from 
wounds or injuries received in the line of duty, from 
sickness or exposure therein, in conformity with the 
twenty-third section of the act of August third, eighteen 
hundred fand sixty-one, shall, after the of this 
act, be entitled to seventy-five per centum of the present 
sea-pay of the grade or rank which they held at the 
time of their retirement. This act shall not affect the 
of certain rear-admiral]s on the retired list, as pro- 
vided for in the act of June fifth, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two. 
Szc. 2. That all laws and aot of laws inconsistent 
with this act are hereby. repealed 


THE following is the te text of the bill “to regulate the 
salary and allowances in kind of commissioned officers 
of the Army when absent with leave,” referred to last 
week ; 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That whenever leave of prea is granted any 
officer of the Army, except when granted because of 
sickness or wounds contracted in the service, he shall, 
during so much of the time he is absent with leave as 
shall exceed thirty days in any calendar year, receive 
only one-half the salary to ae he ~S 2 or may be, en- 
titled by law when on duty: Provided, That, in ad- 
dition to the thirty days hereinbefore specified, no de- 
duction of salary shall be made for the reasonable time 
required to travel, going and returning, between his sta- 
tion and his lace of residence: And 
vided further, That in the time beyond w 
absence with leave shall work a deduction o: 
gard shall be had to pooviens sonving; tin Path Salaar 
that for every year during which it appears the officer 
was in service and not absent with leave for thirty da 
or more, thirty days additional shall be added to the 
time for which no deduction of were: Arwor be 1 
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CarTaIn ABBEY, of the revenue steamer Siévens, at 

Newbern, N. C., reports having on the 28th inst., during 

rough and stormy weather, rendered assistance 

Brant Island light-house, which is built on 

in the centre of Pamlico Sound. The principal k 

had been absent about twenty-four days 

boat belonging to the light-house. The assistant keeper 

cue therlotee were alone there, and in a starving con- 

been five 8 tape er Bs 
eat. noletder tes given them 
had been exhausted. 


THE continuation of Rear-Admiral —_ F. Green, 
now on the retired list, in the command North 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy AND Navy Jounwat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in communica- 
tions published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety amd good 
feeling. 


TARGET PRACTICE—AN EXPLANATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
~ Sm: In your journal of January 11, 1878, appears an 
abstract from the reports of target practice iu the De- 
partment of the Platte, authorized by the de partment 
commander, in which Company C, Fourteenth -nfantry, 
is reported as one of the “ worst targets.” 

Ou the date mentioned, November 22, 1872, I an not 
present at target practice, but am informed by the officer 
wtocommanded that, on account of the high wind, it 
was impossible for the men to stand steady while aim- 
ing; consequently they could not take an accurate aim 
at thetarget. The target blew down several times dur- 
ing the firing, and finally the company was required to 
return to its quarters without c mp.eting its regular 
practice. 

Fort D. A. Russell is more than 6,000 feet above the 
level ef the sea, and between October and May the wind 
blows almost continnously. When it does blow it is 
generally too cold for practice. To-day the men were 
obliged to stand in the snow while firing, and frequent- 
ly during the practice the snow blew to such an extent 
that at times the target was scarcely visible. Still, such 
a day is considered a pleasant one here. There is no 
post in the department where the winds prevail to such 
a degree us wut Fort Russell, and where the cold is so 
revere. A* most of the posts in the department they 
have but clixht winds, if any. 

Under these circumstances an allowance should cer- 
tainly be made for the companies stationed at this post, 
particularly when these reports are to be sent to the 
ARMY AND Navy JouRNAL for publication, as many of 
the officers and citizens who read them have but a 
slight knowledye of the difficulties we have to contend 
with in our target practices. 

ONE OF THE “ Worst TARGETS.” 














A RIFLED PRACTICE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: For once I have my name spelt right in the de- 
spatclies, and am at one end or the other of the tabled 
~ te of target practice from the Department of the 

atte. 

Apparently I have been on my comparative merits for 
a month, with some forty other centurious, and my X Com- 

ny of 00 regiment has put me best, or worst of the lot. 

ow do the Thirty-ninth feel about it? I certainly 
have gota grievance. If I am dest, [have a reputation 
to uphold, which, if I should undertake it, I fear would 
make target practice a burden to the disturbance of ull 
my aims. “I can't expect to draw the lucky number 
twice running. Next month that detachment of all the 
bad shots may come back, that I would as soon under- 
take to teach to fiddle as to hit the mark. Or the fair 
day and hour of the month with the sun in my back, 
may fall just after pay-day (shaky day). Or the re- 
cruits may jvin to make an awkward reduction in my 
hits. Perhaps the umpire might not work his formulas 
the same way again. 

My seventy-five per centum with 6-inch average at 
10) yards, would not win from Captain B.’s fifty-five 
per centum with 9-inch average at 350 yards. 

No, my bubble reputation is as good as burst by all 
the rules of all the doctrines of chances, Now, if I am worst 
in the table, do not [ feel as though my name and crime 
had been published at the place of my abode. I like s 
healthy stimalus to exertion. But the letter I will get 

my uncle in the States will put stimulus into me, I 
am afraid. How shali I explain to the venerable gen- 
tleman the difficulty of standing ankle-deep in snow, and 
teaching the young idea of a recruit how to shoot? Or 
keeping name in his will ? 

, Gun-Suor Wounp. 
OKLAHAMA BARRACKS, January 20, 1873. 








CAVALRY TACTICS, 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: An article in your journal, issned not long 
since, intimates that changes are about to be made in 
cavalry tactics, and that a general system is to be 
adopted, which can be used to « certain extent by all 
arms of the service. This of course means a hash com- 
posed of Upton’s and Cooke’s tactics. The former havin 
undergone a fair triel by competent judges, und found 
effective for infantry, is, without doubt, tue best for that 
arm of the service. Here it has accomplished its end 
and abject, and no good reason exists for its being urged 
“pon cavalry through the prejudice of officers lately 
transferred to the corps from tke infantry. The latter 
ie known as the single rank formation, but I question 
whether there exists another cavalry officer of any 
experience who agrees with General Gocke, or who 
desires a change to that system. We have many 
officers who have been assigned to the cavalry, 
with high rank as‘a well merited reward for gal- 
lant services in the field. S.me of them know very 
littie about cavalry service, yes are urging changes 
without any definite knowledge as to what is necessary, 
basing their opivions upon the experience gained in the 
command of a few companies fora short time. Some 
are writing cavelry tactice who never commanded a 
compsuy or participated in any movement in active ser- 
vice with age Some are urging the effectiveness of 
a le rank who certainly never felt the force of a 
double one. 

It is time, therefore, for those who are interested in 


being 
bushwhackers. I wouldanavest. that the “tactics” of '41 


has well served the purposes of some of the best 
cavalry officers of modern times, in other armies as well 
as our own, and with the alterations necessary for the 
change of arms and such others as the experience of the 
war would suggest, they are the best that can be devised 
as regards a manual of arms. It is well known that we 
have had breech-loading arms for the last ten years, yet 
never a line from any competent authority as to how 
they shall be used. The result of which is, not only 
each regiment but even the company commanders for 
the want of a better, are obliged to use a tuctics of their 
own and no two are alike. 

We have a number of accomplished officers of exper- 
ience in our arm of the service. Why then should we 
be fal:ing back, instead of advancing with the rest of 
the Army ; and between this, that, and the other theory, 
have none at all ? The Secretary of War and General-in- 
Chief appear ready and willing to further the interests 
of the Army or ay portion of it, and an effort made 
now by cavalry officers of standing would be of the 
greate-t benefit to the corps,and would fultil the desires 
ot all who have a proper interest in their profession. 

CAVALRY. 








= WANTED A PAYMASTER. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: May I fiad room in your paper fora few ques- 
tions: 1am a poor man with a large family, and I should 
like to know why paymaster’s visits are so much like 
angels? I know many of your readers will jump rigut 
at the hackneyed answer. Because they are few and far 
between? They sometimes—at the end of the earth on 
which we live—extend to very long interva's, and we 
look for them with a calm and anxious eye. And should 
they by accident drop upon us unawares, we are as much 
surprised as we would be were the airy visitants of the 
blue ethereal suddenly to flap their heavenly wings and 
alight among us, their pinions tipped with the hue of the 
bright sunbeams. The other visitant is tipped with 
green-backs more earthly but not the less welcome. 

I ask again, “ Wherefore? How is this? What shall 
we do?” Potent questions ? 

If you can acquaint us with any charm that thereby 
we may be enabled to summon this welcome] visitant 
you will confer a favor on many of your readers and 
also on OLD 8. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE Souths, Jan. 26, 1873. 








THE ADVANCEMENT OF CERTAIN OFFICERS 
IN THE NAVY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Nav y Journal. 
Srr: Exactly the purpose your correspondent “Of 
the Class of 65” sought to serve by his communication 
in your issue of January 25, on ‘The Advancement of 
Certain Officers in the Navy,” it is difficult to deter- 
mine, since it is1.ot the vote of your readers that is to 
decide the question at issue. If it were so, we who are 
upposed to the views of you: correspondent would joy- 
tully submit for their scrutiny “ every law, argument, 
and record,” confident of a speedy and favorable ver- 
dict. 
We shun no publicity, but have thought it more to 
the purpose to submit our arguments for redress to the 
constituted authorities, rather than to trespass upon the 
columns of public journals in a matter which our faith 
in the justice of our cause prompts us to believe only 
needs to be fairly presented to secure for us complete, 
though tardy reparation. 
Inasmuch, however, as your correspondent has ap- 
pealed to the public in what he evidently considers an 
unanswerable legul argument in support of the present 
relative standing of his class—that of ’65—and those of- 
tivers transferred from the volunteer service as ensigns, 
at present 28, from Lieutenant Randall to Lieutenant 
Morgan inclusive—as legally correct, it may serve to en- 
lighten such of your readers as may have adopted his 
view of the law of July 16, 1862, to submit the follow- 
ing, particularly as the extract from the law which he 
quotes, and upon which he bases his claim, is in fact the 
only shadow of a legal support any of our opponents 
have presented in their opposition to our claim for the 
full benefit of the several enactments in our behalf hith- 
erto denied us. How unsubstantial is that shadow I 
propose to show. 

he extract is as follows: 

Src. 11. That the students at the Naval Academy shall be styled 
midshipmwen, and, until their fiaal graduating examination, when, 
it successful, they shall be commicsioned ensigus, ranking accord- 
ing to merit. 

It does indeed seem superfluous to inquire into the 
meaning of language so clear. ‘‘ That students at the 
Naval Academy shall be styled midshipmen—that is, 
while pursuing their academical studies, ‘and’ for a 
certain time afterwards—that is, until their final grad- 
uating examinativn.” Unless a certain lapse of time 
was contemplated between the completion of the strict- 
ly academic course and the “ final graduating examina- 
tion,” the word ‘‘and” in the text has clearly no mean- 
ing, and legal enactments are not apt to burden them- 
selves with words of no significance, particularly where 
they receive the care bestowed upon this act during its 
passage. Let us examine its history: The act in ques- 
tion originated in the House, and passed that body 
June 16, 1862. As it passed the House, the clause in 
question read as follows: “That the students at the 
Naval Academy shall be styled midshipmen, until their 
graduating examination, when, if successful, they shall 
receive commissions as eusigns, to tuke position accord- 
ing to merit.” ; 

Here, then, is the clause in dispute in the first stage 
of its passage, and indivates undoubtedly an intention 
to commission the students at the Academy as ensigns 
so soon as they should have successtully the last 
examination of their strictly academic course, or the 
“ graduating” examination. Such a purpose, however, 
was wholly at variance with existing regulations, and 
involved an advancement frum a state of pupilage to 
that of the responsibilities of commissioned officers, un- 
prevedented in tho naval history of this or any other n:- 





tion, and it is evident the Senate Naval Committee took 
note of this fact, for in reporting this bill to the Senate, 
with numerous amendments, they recommended, as a 
substitute for the section of which the above is an ex- 
tract, a new section, the first clause of which reads: 
“That the students at the Naval Academy shall be 
styled midshipmen and acting midshipmen, until their 
final graduating examination, when, if successful, they 
shall be commissioned ensigns, ranking according to 
merit,” the only material change from the clause as it 

the House being the insertion of the words itali- 
cized. Upon the consideration of this bill by sections 
in the Senate, July 2d, Mr. Grimes explained, upon the 
inquiry of a Senator with regard to the insertion of the 
words “ and acting midshipmen,” that their purpose was 
to style the students acting midshipmen until they went 
afloat; after that, midshipmen. i/o reason was given 
by the Committee for the insertion of the word final, 
because no inquiry was made. It must, however, have 
been put there with a purpose. The phrase it seeks to 
qualify reads, “until their graducting examination ; 
now, if there were but one examination, which by any 
possibility of construction could be taken as the one 
meant, what necessity for any qualification of the phrase 
at all? Why not have left it as it was? 


No one will pretend that there was fear of confound- 

ing the “ graduating examination” referred to with that 
of any of the intermediate examinations of the academic 
course. Your correspondent himself has clearly defined 
for us, with the aid of Webster, the meaning of the verb 
“ to graduate”—i. e., “to honor with a diploma or degree 
at a college or university,” and states that his class did 
receive “ certificates of graduation.” Clearly the com- 
mittee had in their mind some other examination, and 
since it could not have been one prior to the “ graduat- 
ing examination” at the Academy, nor that examina- 
tion itself, since that was clearly enough indicated by 
the phrase as it stood, it is pluin they must have referred 
to some subsequent examination—that is, some exami- 
nation to take place after the students had undergone 
their graduating exemination at the Academy, and 
which the Committee chose to designate as the “ final 
graduating examination,” to distinguish it from the 
uating examination at the Academy, pointing un- 
mistakably te that examination prescribed and enfurced 
by the Department since the organization of the Acad- 
emy, “to which the members of the graduating class 
were subjected, after they had performed a term of duty 
on shipboard, with a view to their becoming practically 
proficient in the arts of seamanship, naval tactics, gun- 
nery, and navigation,” after which a midshipman was 
said to have passed—hence the term, passed midship- 
men; and “‘ the numbers assigned to them by the exam- 
ining board, as the result of the examination en the sub- 
jects indicated, when added to the numbers which had 
previously been assigned to them on the ‘ graduatirg 
merit roll’ of the Academy, determined their respective 
standing as passed midshipmen” or ensigns, “ the bigh- 
est number taking precedence.” 
This last examination was the “ final graduating ex- 
amination” under the system devised by the depart- 
ment, and was undeniably that to which the phrase re- 
fers. The Senate amended the committee’s substitute 
for the section, in the clause referred to, by striking out 
the word ensigns wherever it occurred, and inserting 
passed midsbipmen, and with no other change in this 
clause, the bill went to the House for concurrence in the 
Senate’s amendments—sume 35 or 40 in all. The House 
reiused to concur, and the bill went toa conference com- 
mittee, where the only modification of the clause in 
question was the striking out of the words “ acting 
midshipmen,” and the re-substitution of the term “ en- 
signs” mm place of passed midshipwen, so that the pill 
became a law with the clause as quoted. It is signifi- 
cant that in striking out the words “acting midship- 
men,” the word “ and” should have been left, manifest- 
ly strengthening the inference that the unmistakable 
intention of those having the bill in charge—i. e., the 
Conference Committee—was to add, if possible, to the 
already clear intent of the term “final graduating ex- 
amination.” 


The unfortunate illusion entertained by your corre- 
spondent, and doubtless by many others of his class, 
of the imtent of the law, seems to have origi- 
nated, or to have received official sanction at least, in 
the “order” of the superintendent of the Academy, 
which he quotes as a proof of the correctness of his 
views, and im support of his assertion that he should 
have been commissioned an ensign on the day following 
his graduating examination at the Academy. Undoubt- 
edly, your correspondent’s class, as well as the class of 
64, believed the Commodore’s interpretation of the law 
to be correct, and this belief was encouraged, I am told, 
by his successor, though P sad correspondent is in error 
in supposing that the department sanctioned such a 
view ot the law; nor does the commissioning of a por- 
tion of the Class of ’63 as ensigns warrant him in citing 
it as a proof of such a construction of the law by the 
department. The facts are, that of those who entered 
the Academy in 1860, together with a few put back 
from ’59, that portion that in °63 constituted the first 
class—this date having been divided into two classes— 
were given “certificates of graduation,” and commis- 
sioned ensigns on the 28th, 63, and on the Ist October 
of the eume year the remaining portion of the date were 
appointed acting ensigns, all within three years of their 
matriculation—not because it was the law—on the con- 
trary, in opposition to the law prescribing four years as 
the term of academic study—but because the department 
was in need of its available servants afloat, and possibly 
in the bope that the experience to be acquired in active 
service would more than compensate tur the loss of a 
year of theoretical training. 

The ——— was not, however, repeated, though a 
portion of the class that entered in ’61—the date of entry 
of your correspondent—were graduated in ’64, and sent 
afloat as midshipmen, thus giving them the advantage 
of a year on board ship that should legally have been 





spent at the Academy. The remainder of the date, 
among which was your correspondent, received their 


- et ee oe 
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“ certificates of graduation” in ’65, and were commis- 
siozed ensigns December 1, '66, the class of ’64 having 
been commissioned masters on the same day—no record 
appearing on the Register of these latter ever having 
been commissioned ensigns at all. Your correspondent 
should know full well that no pains were spared by the 
friends of the class of 64 and ’65 to induce the Depart- 
ment to accept their interpretation of the law of ’62. 
S» persistent, indeed, were they that the Department 
was forved to fortify itself with an opinion from the At- 
tor: ey-General upon the question involved, which I beg 
you will print entire, that your readers may see how 
correct is your correspondent in hia statement that “ the 
Attorney-General in his decision” has omitted the word 
*- graduating” when speaking of the final examination, 
with respect to which this question has arisen, as well 
as to present the support upon which the Department 
rested in its view of the law.* 

“Such a decision” may “seem incredible” to your 
correspondent when he considers “ the clear, unequivo- 
cal language of the law itself,” and “the interpretation 
thereof by Commodore Blake ;” but I apprehend it will 
not so strike a majority of your readers, nor dol fear 
that the imposing heading of the ‘‘ Merit Roll of the 
Graduating Class” of 1865 will udd a single convert to 
the views of our opponents. 

It is not my purpose to discuss the general merits of 
our claim. It ig founded on statutory Jaws so clear that 
even our opponents cannot misinterpret them; and as 
the clause just discussed is the only one in any statute 
that can by any possible construction afford the slight- 
est opposition to our claim, I have thought it worth 
while to offer upon said clause the views of 

AN Ex-VOLUNTEER. 





* We regret that we are unable to make room for this opinion. 
We can only say thatour correspondent ‘‘ Of tie Ciass of ’65 ” was 
in error in regard to the useof thiste:m in the opinion iu qu:s- 
tion.—Ep. JourNAL. 








THE SUPPRESSION OF FIRES. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: The recent terrible disaster in the Fifth Avenne 
Hotel, New York city, following, as it does, upon the 
the very heels of the fearful conflagrations in Boston and 
Chicago, may well lead us to question our ability to 
combat fires on a large scale with avy certainty of suc- 
cess, even when they occur under circumstances the most 
favorable for their suppression. 

When we come to review our modern appliances for 
con'rolling combustion I think we will be forced to con- 
fess them rather meagre, in spite of our admirably or- 
ganized municipal fire departments, with their complete 
outfit of steam-pumps, street hydrants, and electric 
alarms. We must also admit that water, used as a fire 
extinguisher, is often inadequate to the emergency, in 
that it fails many times in reachng the objective point ; 
in that it is liable to freeze, and therefore become use- 
less, also in that it is explosive when subjected to high 
temperature and augments the volume and force of the 
flames, instead of subduing them. 

Furthermore, it causes almost as much damage to 
property as fire, and in its use a victory is almost as dis- 
astrous as defeat. 

The uso of gunpowder is still in its infancy, and it is, 
of course, impossible to speak of its value. As at pres- 
ent applied, it seems only to have furnished kindling 
wood for the flamer, and in overthrowing granite walls 
to have destroyed the only barriers that opposed the 
rush of the fire. 

There is one agent, however, to which I would through 
your columns oall the attention of unde:writers, but 
more particularly would I urge it upon the attention of 
our Army and Navy Departments, as being the best 
means for protecting public and private property, either 
ou land or at sea. 

Everyone is aware that carbonic acid is a heavy, pun- 
gent gas that is absorbable by water to the extent of 
one volume, and is a non-supporter of combustion when 
impregnating the atmosphere to onesthird of its ca- 

, pacity. 

That this substance can be easily and cheaply pro- 
duced in very large quantities, and that its distribution 
and application as a fire extinguisher is entirely prac- 
ticable on a large scale, is the tact which I would eluci- 
date. 

In regard to its production I will say nothing—it is 
such an everyday affair in the manufacture of soda and 
seltzer waters that it is needless to make any sugges- 
ticn. 

Its storing and distribution is another matter; and 
four that purpose I would recommend the erection in all 
cities of large reservoirs, similar in most respects to 
those now used for storing illuminating gas. These I 
would have charged to their full capacity with carbonic 
acid gas. The number of these reservoirs must of ne- 
cessity be great, since we should have in view all pos- 
sible contingencies. 

From these reservoirs this gas should be conducted by 
means of large mains, which could be laid by the side of 
coal gas and water mains, through every stieet and into 
every house, 

Service pipes similar to those in use now for illuminat- 
ing yas should be distributed to every room, or at least 
to every floor, and more particularly into attics and cel- 
lars. 

The immediate application of this agent can be regu- 
lated by means of stop-cocks, or resinous plugs, which 
would vct automatically at a known degree of tempera- 
ture should the stop-eock be unapproachabie by reason 
of the flames. Now, in event of a fire in a building so 
arranged, the process of its suppression is obvious, 

Turn on the gas in the room, or on the floor where it 
may be, at once. The doors, windows, and all other 
openings should be closed as far as possible, and wet 
carpets or blankets te nailed over them if necessary. 

‘Lhe entire exclusion of air from fire ia of the first im- 
portance, since air is fire food; and it is just here in 
using water that we make a failure, as it is impossible 
to introduce one element without admitting the other. 


If there be sufficient force at its head, the room and 
house will be instantly filled with this mephitic air, in 
which no fire can live, and, by the wonderful law of 
transfusion of gases, it will instantly permeate every 
place where fire can creep, and throttle the destroyer 
with a power that is irresistible. Our fire being out, as 
it most certainly will be, we can cut off the gas in the 
street, open the windows and dovrs for ventilation, and 
return to the house with the comfortable assurance that 
what the fire spared is not destroyed by water. 

In further extension of this project, I would advise a 
flexible hose to be connected with the street main, by 
means of which the carbonic acid could without difli- 
culty be carried to buildings where service pipes are not 
laid. 

Thrust through a window or under a roof, our fire- 
man of the future can be certain that he will reach the 
fire, and without effort from himself other than to keep 
the air out, as mentioned in the foregoing paragraph. 

There is a singular coincidence in the origin of the re- 
cent fires in Boston and New York, the one so disas- 
trous to property, and the other so fatul to human 
life. 

In both cases the conflagration started in an elevator 
well, and each became a roaring chimney, in which the 
blazing wood-work was fed by air which rushed in at 
the open basement, and by the incandescent vapor of 
water, which poured, it is said, from a melted pipe, but 
more probably from an ineffectual fire hose. 

In each was a vast, whirling column of flame and 
heated air that reached from cellar to garret, and which, 
by its immense velocity, and buoyancy in one instance, 
undoubtedly tore off the roof almost before it was ig- 
nited. 

Of the constructive vices of these elevators it is not 
my intention to speak. Of course they should be fire- 
proof, and all entrances closed by iron doors, and closed 
air tight; but I mnat insist that, had ai] openings been 
stopped, and a full stream ot carbonic acid gas been 
forced from a two-inch pipe placed in the upper part of 
their elevator wells, the fire would have been Certainly 
and instantly extinguished. 

To all U.S. custom-houses, bonded warehouses, and 
stores of delicate fabrics this gas wou!d be an inestimable 
safeguard, not only against fire, but against water. 

To all manufactories, Government arsenals, quarter- 
master’s depots, navy-yards, and powder mayazines it 
should be applied; but far more earnestly would I re- 
commend its use in subduing conflagrations at sea, and 
to the thoughtful consideration of our Navy Depart- 
ment and merchant marine I would make special ap- 
peal. ‘ 
Fires on shipboard are generally concealed, often about 
the boiler or fire-room ot a steamer, or in its coal bunk- 
ers, or among its closely packed treight, and the history 
of all maritime disasters of this nature will bear me out 
in the statement that hidden fires are the most common 
and the least under control. 

To mention even a few of the hundreds of melancholy 
instances where utter defeat aud a horrible death have 
time and again overwhelmed brave and skilful officers 
and disciplined crews, who had the whoie ocean 
of water at their command and the perfection 
of apparatus with which to combat fires at sea, 
would be beyond the limits of any one article, and so I 
will revert without preamble to tne fuller development 
of the subject. 

For usé on shipboard a permanent reservoir is not an 
essential. The fire extinguisher can be manufactured at 
once on the spot, by mixing its several ingredients in 
one or many generators, and the gas conducted through 
a hose under the deck, where it would penetrate places 
ordinarily inaccessible, even through the most closely 
packed stowuge, no pi-ce of which need be moved, and 
fill the hold, quenching by its mephitic power every 
spark of fire. 

The ordinary pitent “fire extinguisher” of either 
Babcock or Garuner fulfils many of these requisites, 
and in so far as it is applicable it is quite in advance of 
the usual water method; but with them t!e carbonic 
acid gas is held mainly in solution with water, and is 
not generated in sufficient quantities to fill a vessel. 

It has often occurred to me that, in case of emergency, 
a very simple process for the generation and application 
of this gas might be employed. For instance, pour into 
a half barrel of marble dust an equal quantity of mixed 
sulphuric acid and water. Before efferveseence commen- 
ces the barrel must be lowered away into the hold where 
the fire is known to be, then batten the hatches, closing 
every crevice through which air migit enter or the gas 
might escape, and stir the mixture with an iron rod run 
through a hole in the deck. 

Should not one barrel prove sufficient, introduce an- 
other, and a third, until thousands of cubic feet of car- 
bonic acid are liberated and the whole vessel is filled 
with it. 

I firmly believe that the sad story of the Bienville and 
the Missouri need never have been written, und that ten 
thousand cubic feet of mephitic air forced under their 
burning decks would have spared humanity the shudder 
that the recital of these horrible disasters caused. 

I do not consider this agent as one that will obviate 
the necessity of other means for controlling fires. 

It is imperative that an edifice should be, both in its 
materials and in its construction, incombustible, so far 
as possible. 

It is also necessary that the water supply should be 
augmented, and the method of its application improved; 
but this gas has an applicability and an energy beyond 
that of water for the suppression of fires within walls, 
and a deadening power that will be enormously felt in 
controlling large conflagrations out of walls. 

To all who are interested in protecting life and prop- 
erty, both on land and at sea, irom thedreadful ravages of 
fire I would earnestly commend the investigation of this 
most important subject, and should there ever come the 
time when this or a similar proposition will be carried 
into effect, then it will be that we may hope to attain 








an entire immunity from such terrible disasters as have 
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devastated e city in the world and have swept every . 
sea on the glob. . B.F. P. 
ELIZABETHTOWN, Kry., Dec. 28, 1872. 





ARMY PAYMENTS. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Pay day iu the Army is an intolerable nuisance. 
Tue visit of a ptymaster to a military post is the prelude 
toa ten days’ cirnival of drunkenness, disorderiy con- 
duct, absenteeism and desertion. So certain are t!.ere 
consequences that they are expected by Army officers, 
and even the strictest comm nders have been known to 
relax the curb of discipline a litule in dealing with de- 
linquencies arising out of the pay day spree. They do 
this from a conviction (unconsciously entertained po:- 
haps), that the evil is beyond the reach of discipline. 

It will not be disputed by officers who have set on 
courts-martial and listened to the usual defence put in 
by soldiers chirzed with breaches of discipline, that 
drunkenness is the curse of the Army. ‘They will admit 
also, perhaps, that soldiers as a clase, tike to stimulante 
as naturally as ducks do to water. The recruit, who 
had eurned a reputation for steady habits in civil life, 
no sooner dons the uniform than he experienves a sensa- 
tion akin to recklessness, which in too many instan es 
sweeps him into the maelstrom of dissipation. Whut ia 
this potent milit ry demoralizer? S»me say idleness, 
hut this is disproved by the fact that the evil exists at 
every post. and is uvinfluenced by the nature or extent 
of the duties mqu'red. Is it not rather the mental in- 
toxication arisiny out of a feeling of freedom from eve y 
care and avxiety? Food, clothiug, and lodging are 6 § 
cured for a verm of yeurs, and the reeruit feels at liberty 
to devote his play to pleasures. This he has a right to 
do if he chooses, ani no evil would result therefrom un- 
der a properly regulated systems of payments. Under 
our present system the pay and consequent dissipation 
come in two large lumps. The eol:ier’s life becomes a 
very short feast and a very long famine. A careful ob- 
servation will disciose the fact thst this season of feutiv- 
ity or dissipation bears a constant ratio t» the umount 
received from the paymaster, and the depths of indul-. 
gence are proportional to the length of the preceding 
famine. If these conclusions be true the remedy is ob- 
vious. We must abolish pay-day. We must change our 
pay system. We must pay the soldiers, either more 
frequently or not until the end of his term. In no case 
should ail the soldiers of a command be paid on the 
same day. 

Daily and weekly payments, which work well in the 
English and Prussian armiea, could scarcely be applied 
to ours on account of the nature of the duties on which 
the bulk of the army is employed. To pay at the end 
of service, however, could ba easily and immediately ap- 
plied, without any material change in the organization 
of the Pay Department. The system would impose some 
additional labor on the staff, and compel the Subsisten: e 
Department to carry out the act ot Cougresa in relation 
to stores now pretty mucha dead letter; but these in- 
conveniences ure insignificant in view uf the improve- 
ment which might reasonably Le expected to result in 
the comfort and especially the morals of the Arn y. 
The soldier would be supplied in kind, at cost pricer, 
with all necessary articles by the Subsistence Depart- 
ment; would have his account balanced monthly and the 
amount in his tavor carried furward to his credit, the 
final balance to be paid over in cash at the expiration of 
his term of service. 

The question is complicated, but may be — by 
discussion. How can pay-day be ubolished ? ill any- 
body rise and explwin ? Cc. 

Fort H , January 21, 1873. 


PRoFEssoR HAYDEN, in his letter to the Secretary of 
the Interior, in which an approprivtion of $100,000 for 
next summer's work of survey is suggested, says: 
“For the last two years the an has operated about 
the sources of the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers, but 
the expenses of transportation, subsistence, and labor 
are so great that it seems desirable to delay the furtber 
prosecution of the work in the Northwest antil railroad 
communication shall be established. The Indians, also, 
are in a state of hostility over the yreater portion of the 
country which remains to be expiored. It seems de- 
sirab e, therefore, to transfer the field of labor for the 
coming season to the eastern portion of the Rocky 
Mountain range, in Colorado ana New Mexico, 2 oe 
pose to commence with the southern limit of the belt of 
the survey of the fortieth persliel, so successfully com- 
pleted under the direction of Mr. Clarence King. Tue 
north limit of the srea marked out is latitude forty 
d thirty minutes; the western limit, the esst 
bank on the Green and Colorado river-; the eastern 
limit, the one bundred and tkird meridian west of 
Greenwich, extending to the belt southward to the south 
line of the United States.” In this letter the important 
announcement is also made that Mr. J. T. Gerdiner, so 
long favorably known as the chief topographer of the 
geological survey of the fortieth pearee under the di- 
rection of Mr. Clarence King, become. associat: d 
with Professor Hayden as chief of the phic ai 
staff. Mr. Gardiner brings with him te this wok the 
ripe experience of ten years of topographical work, ex- 
tending over an area from the Pucifiv cuust to the eas: 
base of the. Rocky Mountains. 

















LETTERS IN THE NEW YUBK POST-OFFICE, 
Tux following is « list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the date given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, efter which they are sent tu 





the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 
Janvaky 31. 
in, Colonel. Mitchell, J Captain. 
Brock wood Sp: aaj | meKsy, Fo Capea - 
Low, Uhas., Captain . F | sheppera, A, General. Pye 
Ww. cogietel > betas Ceptain. 
Cushing, W. 








412 


ARAY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


Fesruary 8. 1873. 








‘THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Sevesta Inrantry.—As we announced some timo since, 
the members of this command have determined to make 
another struggle at Albany to capture Reservoir square or 
some up-town space in New York city for an armory site; 
and last week a memorial was presented to the Legislature 
asking for a site for an armory above Thirtieth street. This 
document, which by the way gives an interesting sketch of 
the services of the regiment from the year 1825 to the present 
time,states that a very large majority of the members re- 
side above Thirtieth street, and as a consequence the present 
armory, being so far down town, causes considerable delay 
in assembling the regiment when it is called upon to aid 
the civil authorities in preserving the peace and good order 
of the city, and for the protection of public and private 
property. A new site the regiment considers absolutely 
necessary, and Reservoir square is asked for as the moat 
suitable place. The memorial states that the past services 
of the regiment entitle it to the favorable consideration of 
the Legislature. In relation to Reservoir square the memo- 
rialists say they desire to obtain it for the following reasons : 
It is centrally located and will be accessible to a majority of 
the members of the regiment. Itis not Jarge enough to be 
of any service as a public park on account of ‘ts proximity 
to the Central Park. The memorial conciudes as follows : 
The value of adjacent property would not be injured by the 
erection in the centre of Reservoir square of such an orna- 
mental building as is proposed. And this square, having 
been purchased many years ago by the city for Croton 
Aqueduct purposes, owners of adjacent property can- 
not justly claim that tho city should maintain a park in this 
locality for their private and personal benefit. The fact 
that this plot of ground was leased by the city for occupa- 
tion by the Crystal Palace, and was so occupied, is con- 
clusive as to the views of the city authorities past and 
present. The memorialists promise if the site is granted 
them to erect « handsome building, ornamental as well as 
useful. A numerously signed petition has been also for- 
warded, and the members are thoroughly aroused on the 
sabject. It will be remembered that the first effort for this 
armory site was made conjointly by the Seventh and Seventy- 
first regiments, but the property owners, led, it is said, by 
Mr. David Banke, defeated the project for the time ; but this 
year the effort will be strong for either this square or some 
site up-town, even if the Central Park has to give the regi- 
ment space for armory purposes. Speaking of Central Park 
reminds us of a monument, the erection of which the regi- 
ment commenced agitating many years since and largely 
subscribed to realize, and which, after much talk during 
several seasons, finally settled upon on a greatly reduced 
plan from that originally proposed, and at a much less cost. 
On Monday, at the meeting of the Commissioners of Public 
Parks the differences between the board and the Seventh 
regiment regarding the location in Central Park of a site for 
a memorial statue were finally settled, and on the site being 
granted the special committee of the regiment at once ac- 
cepted the gift. Tho site is located due west of the ‘‘ Green” 
andthe ‘‘Drive,’’ and opposite Eighth avenue and Sixty- 
ninth street. Last fall a site was voted more in the interior 
of Central Park, but not accepted by the Seventh regiment, 
so the question remained in abeyance until it was satisfac- 
torily settled last Monday. ‘The regiment has therefore se- 
cured a site for the monument to its dead. Now let it se- 
cure a site for the home of its living, both of which will be 

ornaments to the city. 

The armory site bill is receiving very favorable attention 
at Albany. The House Committee on Cities had the bill 
under considsration on Tuesday, and on a canvass being 
made it was found the committee was decidedly in favor of 
purchasing the property, but was undecided as to whether 
authority should be given the Supervisors of the county of 
New York to appropriate $100,000 for the erection of an 
armory building. The bill was referred to a sub-committee 
of the Committee on Cities for the purpose of having some 
slight alterations made, after which it will be reported to 
the House and recommended for passage. Colonel Emmons 
Clark, Major Smith, and Quartermaster Weed have appeared 
before the committee, submitted their arguments in favor of 
the project, and a bill which they had prepared to accomplish 
it. Very naturally, there is some opposition to the scheme 
among owners of property and residents in the vicinity of 
the square, and notice has been received by telegram from 
osme of them that it will be opposed. Still, as the French 

say, ‘ We shall cee what we shall see.” 





Tairp Brieape, First Divisiox.—A General Court-mar- 
tial for the trial of delinquent commissioned officers of this 
brigade has been appointed to convene at the armory of the 
Eighth regiment February 24 at 8 o’clock P. w. Detail for 
the court: Colonel Charles R. Braine, Ninth regiment; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Stephen 0. Ryder, Seventh regiment; 
Major Henry J. Boehrer, Fifty-fifth regiment: Major James 
T. Kilbreth, judge-advocate of the court. 


First Inrantry.—Th‘s regimext, Colonel Webster, is or- 
dered to assemble at the State Arsenal in fatigue uniform 
(straight trousers), without leggings, for battalion drill, on 
the following evenings : February 17, March 18, and April 
18. Roll call of companies at 7:45 P. mu. Officers and the 
non-commissioned staff are ordered to meet at the armory at 
8 Pp. u., for theoretical instruction, as follows: February 11, 


March 11, and April 8. The companies are ordered to as- 
semble at the armory in the new full-dress uniform fer in- 
spection by the colonel commanding, in the following order : 
Companies D and F, April 21; Companies C and G, 22d; 
Companies B and H, 23d; Companies A and E, 24th. Roll 
call at 8 o'clock P, mM. 

Tarp InrAntry.—We havereliable information that the 

rumors as to the division of this regiment into a pair of bat- 
talions, recently adverted to, are unfounded. The number 
of men in the companies at present existing is quite insuffi- 
cient to justify such a course, which, moreover, would tend 
to increase the State forces beyond the maximum allowed 
by the Military Code. Besides this, such ao change is re- 
garded by our present military authorities as decidedly prej- 
udicial to the interests of the National Guard, in view of the 
past history of the Third regiment. Consolidation into a 
single battalion will uadoubtedly take place in a very few 
weeks, accompanied probably by the abolition of the cum- 
brous fiction of brigade headquarters as ut present existing, 
and the disbandment of those companies which have dis- 
played an unwillingness to conform to discipline, as well as 
the shelving of incompetent ér insubordinate officers by 
proper and expeditious means. We congratulate our read- 
ers on the fact that the expectations and hopes of the Jour- 
NAL as to reformation in the militia, consequent on the ac- 
cersion of an educated soldier to the gubernatorial chair, are 
in a fair way of realization. The present Governor’s staff 
seem to be hard workers, with an eye to real discipline, and 
a determination to enforce it at any hazard. In the case of 
the Third we hope soon to be able to announce that its 
troubles are ended, and justice administered impartially to 
all. 
Westchester county undoubtedly will not be left defence- 
less, considering its near neighborhood to New York, and the 
presence of Sing Sing within its borders, but it is certain 
that its present military force is perfectly unreliable. 
Whether the difficulties in the Third will be best healed by 
turning out a colonel to please two captains, or two cap- 
tains for insubordination, is a question we are quite willing 
to leave to the consideration of the parties in power, who 
certainly so far have given token of excellent military sense 
in the matter. In any event, the JourNAt will always be 
found on the side of true discipline, an excellence lately at a 
discount in the Seventh brigade. 


ARMORIES AND THEIR RENTALS.—As will be observed from 
General Shaler’s recent communication to the New York 
Board of Supervisors, the amount paid by the county for 
quarters for the different organizations of the First division 
is not inconsiderable. As suggested by this officer, and as 
frequently urged by the Jouxnat, the present system of 
providing military quaiters for the troops of the National 
Guard should be abandoned, and the State or county build 
its own armories, as a matter of economy if for nothing else. 
It will not do to be slow in this matter, for it will be ob- 
served that several regiments of the First and Second divi- 
sions are already moving in the Legislature armory bills, 
and last year a regiment of Kings county (Brooklyn) se- 
cured one hundred and sixty thoussnd dollars by special le- 
gislation foran armory for its exclusive use, and at the 
present time another regiment hailing from the same locality 
is specially legislating a bill of one hundred and seventy- 
five thousand dollars for a similar purpose. The Seventh, 
who only ‘‘ want a site,’’ is also rapping at the legislative 
door, but in selecting the reservoir asked for wherein to 
place this regiment, why not select space enough to accom- 
modate more than one regiment. We feel assured that the 
Seventh has moved in this matter more in consequence of 
the inadequate space offered for drilling purposes than as 
regards the location of the present armory, and would wil- 
lingly share ite quarters if necessary with other regiments 
of its class. The present quarters of the Seventh cost the 
city and county nominally nothing for rental, and are as un- 
fit for military purposes for this regiment as they would be 
for any similar command of the divison. Moreover a drill- 
room on the top floor, particularly in an iron building like 
Tompkins Market, is regarded as unsafe. The steady 
cadence step of even one company very visibly affects the 
whole building, as any one will ascertain by visiting the 
armory any evening during the drillseason. During a drill, 
the necessary ‘‘double time’’ when coming into line, so 
perceptibly affects the whole building that on one occasion 
we saw even an assemblage of ‘‘ brave military men,’’ who 
had gathered on the floor below, turn pale and look longingly 
at the exit. National Guardsmen should run no risk of this 
nature in their military exercises, nor should the armory 
committee allow them. Let us have proper and safe mili- 
tary quarters for the National Guard troops, and let the 
reuting of ‘‘ sky parlors” for drill-rooms cease, and let the 
State, city, or county become the owners of these buildings. 
The “armory business’’ is evidently a very large thing to 
somebody, and as well known, costs the county many 
thousands of dollars a year to accommodate thus poorly the 
militia of New York.city. 

To show how this money is expended, it is only necessary 
for us to give a list of the present locations of these armories, 
and the annual rentals paid by the city under the ten-year 
leases. First Infantry armory at No. 118 West Thirty- 
second street, $16,500; the armory at south-western corner 
of Broadway, former!y occupied by the First, but still under 
lease but unoccupied, $14,000; Fifth Infantry armory in 
Hester street, $10,000; Sixth Infantry, Tammany Hall, 








Fourteenth street (since vacated and lease cancelled), $24. 
000; Seventh Infantry armory over Tompkins market, Sixth 
street and Third avenue, owned by the city; Eighth} In. 
fantry old armory over Centre market, $3,500, some years 
since vacated for a “sky floor’’in Ninth avenue, and this 
afterwards vacated for the sumptuous quarters in Twenty- 
third street, for which latter is paid $36,000 a year ona 
ten years’ lease; Ninth Infantry armory at No. 213 West 
Twenty-sixth street, $24,000—building never completed nor 
furnished ; Eleventh Infantry armory at Chrystie and De- 
lancy streets, $4,000—this is about twice its value; Twelfth 
Infantry armory, north-east corner of Broadway and Thirty. 
fourth street, $15,000, lease since cancelled ; Twenty-second 
Infantry armory, Fourteenth street between Sixth ana 
Seventh avenues, $4,600; Fifty-fifth Infantry armory, Hall 
place and Seventh street, $5,000 ; Seventy-first Infantry ar- 
mory, Broadway and Thirty-fifth street, $23,000; Seventy. 
ninth Infantry armory, overstable, Ninthjavenue and Twenty- 
third street, $10,000 ; Eighty-fourth Infantry, armory south- 
east corner of Broadway and Fourth street, $13,400 ; Nine- 
ty-sixth Infantry armory, 291 Bowery $5,000; First Troop 
armory, No. 55 West Thirty-third street, $15,000; First 
Battalion armory, 37 Bowery, $9,000. First division, Karl 
Klein Troop, in Twenty-fourth st., $17,000 The new leases 
and releases made during 1872 are as follows: Twelfth regi- 
ment, First battalion Cavalry, and First Troop (Washington 
Grays) armory, Broadway and Forty-fourth and Forty-filth 
streets, $24,000 per year; Sixth or Ninety-sixth regiment, 
Nilsson Hall, near Irving place, $14,000 per year; release 
of the Ninth avenue and Twenty-seventh street armory, $12,- 
000 per year; armory over Centre stree$ market, $3,500 per 
year. These are the rentals, etc., as far as we have been 
able to ascertain, and we present them for the contemplation 
of taxpayers. 

Twenty-ElgutH Inrantry.—The several companies of 
this command are ordered to assemble in fatigue uniform 
(white gloves) at Kings county armory for drill and instruc- 
tion as follows : Companies A and H, February 3, 13, aud 
March 3; Companies B and D, February 6, 20, and 27, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick W. Ober- 
nier; Companies G and I, February 10, 17, and 24, under 
the command of Major Anthony- Willis ; right wing, Com- 
panies A, H, B, C, on March 13 and 27; left wing, Companies 
D, I, G, on March 10 and 24. Roll call of companies at 
8 o’clock P. M. 


Ninta Inrantry.—Since the accession of Colonel Braine 
to the command of the regiment matters have been re- 
markably quiet, the regiment having pursued the ‘even 
tenor of its way,’’ without any unusual outburst of military 
enthusiasm so wont in time past under its former commander. 
The regiment, as a matter of course, has lost in membership 
greatly, and no longer vies in numerical strength with the 
Seventh, yet it has reached a solid basis, and to-day, under 
the well-known military administration of its commander, is 
far more effective as a military organization than in its most 
palmy days. The Ninth has recruited a good class of men 
to take the place of its holiday soldiers, and, even with its 
still unfinished quarters, is able to hold its own against all 
comers. The armory which it now occupies is amply spa- 
cious, and only requires the too long neglected completion 
to make it one of the best of the present style of regimental 
headquarters. A movement is now being made, we learn, 
toward fitting up the different company rooms, and estim- 
ates are being made as to the probable cost thereof. Colo- 
nel Braine has visited Albany, we understand, relative to 
securing moneys due the regiment for uniforms worn out in 
the service, in accordance with an application forwarded 
last year, and with this amount the Ninth expects to be 
placed on a good footing and beyond indebtedness. 

The “new departure’ of Major Kittle is undoubtedly a 
loss to the field of the regiment, but ambition will sometimes 
get the better of men, and the loss to the Ninth will most 
assuredly be a gain to the Eighth, in which regiment, as an- 
nounced elsewhere, he has accepted the lieutenant-co!oneloy. 
The vacancy thus made will be another bone of contention 
in the regiment, and already we hear of not a few ‘* out- 
side ’’ as well as ‘‘inside’”’? candidates mentioned in its con- 
nection. The Ninth we opive can very well fill this position 
witLoat following the bad example of seeking outside. 


ErentH Inrantry.—On Monday evening Major Dow S. 
Kittle, of the Ninth, was una nimously chosen as lieutenant- 
colonel of this regiment, vice N. Gano Dunn,: appointed en- 
gineer in chief on the staff of Governor Dix. In the election 
of this officer the Eighth, while {breaking a good rule, has 
made the best of it by choosing a most eligible field offi- 
cer for the position. Our personal knowledge of the lieu- 
tenant-colonel elec: makes us think that the Eighth has done 
a good thing in electing this capable! young officer to second 
in command, and his soldierly abilities and spirit will un- 
doubtedly be of vast importance to the welfare of the old 
Washington Grays. At the conclusion of the election, the 
officers of the Eighth waited on the newly elected at his in- 
viting residence, and, together with the officers of the 
Ninth ‘‘ pledged eternal friendship’’ and all that sort of 
thing, you know, amid speeches of acceptance and congrat- 
ulations, etc. ; 

TWwENtTY-THIRD InrFANTRY.—On Saturday evening iast this 
command held the first of its series of six concerts and social 
hops at Burnham’s Academy, Brooklyn. The attendance 
was large, and the number of pretty women present im 
handsome walking costume was really surprising, when it i 
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eonddered that these gatherings are of the most informal 


character, and the price of admission only a half a dollar. 


One would suppose it impossible to publicly gather so large 
and select an assemblage of ‘‘fair women and brave men” 
at so small a price of admission. Yet this concert showed con- 
clusively that the Twenty-third can do it, and that its mem- 
bers have among their friends some of the fairest of Brook- 
lyn’s many fair. The concert music by the regimental band 
under Sig. Conterno was charmingly excellent in rendition, 
and the selections new and pleasing. The dancing music 
after the concert was perfectly irresistible, and the “light 
tripping”? kept up until almost midnight. The next concert 
will occur February 15, and those following, March 1 and 
15, and April5and19. The band of the Twenty-third un- 
der its present efficient management is beginning to make 
its mark in Brooklyn and New York, and is gradually se- 
curing the patronage which it has really won by its merit, 
and which it cannot exist without. The music rendered 
by this band at the Prospect Park Saturday concerts last 
summer was most excellent, and deservedly praised, despite 
its numerically reduced condition on those occasions. 


Tue Narionat Rirtze Association.—The Board of Direc- 
tors of this association held their fifteenth regular meeting 
at 194 Broadway on the Tuesday afternoon, President Colo- 
nel Wm. C. Church presiding. The secretary (Captain Win- 
gate) reported that, at a meeting of the association held 
January 14, the directors whose terms expired with the 
present had been unanimously elected ; that in pursuance 
of a resolution passed at that meeting, as well as at the 
last meeting of the board, he had prepared a pamphlet giv- 
ing an account of the proceedings thereat, and containing 
the reports and such other matter as would be required in 
answer to questions in regard to the association, which 
pamphlet was nearly completed. He also reported that a 
committee, consisting of Generals Shaler, Johnson, and Cap- 
tain Wingate, had visited Albany at the meeting of the 
State Military Association ; had conferred with the Governor 
and Adjutant-General and the speaker of the House, and 
other prominent gentlemen in regard to the introduction of 
local rifle associations; that the bill had been left with the 
Adjutant General for revision and been by him returned 
to General Shaler, and that the same would be sent to Al- 
bany during the present week. The Adjutant-General had 
expressed himself as strongly in favor of the objects of the 
association, and the Governor signified his intention of being 
present at the annual competitive meeting of the association. 
The secretary announced that he had been notified by Gen- 
eral Lloyd Aspinwall, and also by General John B. Wood- 
ward, that it was their intention to each present a prize to 
be competed for at the coming meeting. The following 
officers were then elected for the ensuing year, the treasurer, 
General John B. Woodward, declining to accept a re-election : 
President, Col. W. C. Church; Vice-President, Major-General 
Alex. Shaler; Secretary, Captain Geo. W. Wingate; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Fred. M. Peck; Treasurer, Major 
John N. Fartridge. The treasurer’s report being read, 
showed a balance of $4,800 on hand. Some twenty-two 
new members were then elected, including General Meserole 
and the entire Eleventh brigade staff, and eleven additional 
members of Company E, Seventh regiment, proposed by 
Lieutenant Barrington. Mr. W. A. Fitzhugh was elected a 
a life member. A motion was introduced to-the effect that 
the Adjutant-General be respectfully requested to require 
the National Guard of the State to take up aiming and po- 
sition drill this season as part of its military practice, so as 
to be better prepared to enter upon target p-actice when 
the weather will permit, to compete with credit for the State 
prize to “be offered in the fall. The chair announced 
the following committee for the ensuing year: Finance— 
General Johnson, Major Partridge, Generals Ward, Sigel, 
and Major Powell; Kange—Generals Shaler, Woodward, 
Mr. Craven, Captain Wingate, Hon. D. W. Judd; Prizes— 
Mr. Peck, Major Partridge, Captain Wingate, Colonel Cullen, 
Major Smith ; Legislation—Hon. D. W. Judd, General Sha- 
ler, Colonels Cullen and Squire, and Captain Wingate ; 
Auditing—Generals Woodward and Sigel, and Major Powell. 

The contractors have promised to have the Creedmure 
range embankment completed by the first of May, and every 
effort will be made by the Board of Directors to have the 
rifle grounds formally opened the latter part of that month. 


Seventy-rirst Inrantry.—At an election in this com- 
mand held on Monday evening Quartermaster Thos. L. Ray- 
mond was unanimously elected major, vice Lockwood, pro- 
moted lieutenant-colonel. Major Raymond is an old favorite 
of the regiment, having been its quartermaster since 1868, 
receiving the reappointment on the staff of the different 
regimental commanders durfhg this period, and therefore 
worthy of promotion to a field position according to the 
evident views of the officers of the regiment. Regarding the 
military capabilities of the Seventy-first’s new major, we 
know little aside from those which devolve on a staff officer 
of a National Guard organization. Still from what we can 
ascertain Major Raymond has accepted the position, and 
will doubtless make a most acceptable field of the regiment, 
both socially and military. At the conclusion of the elec- 
tion, the officers of the regiment in a body proceeded to 
the residence of ex-Colonel Harry Rockafellar, and, in ac- 
cordance with previous arrangements of the Board of Off- 
cers, formally presented the handsomely prepared resolu- 
tions voted to this latter officer by the officers of the regi- 


tions and their form was given ina recent number of the 
Journan. Lieutenant-Colonel Lockwood in weil chosen 
terms made the presentation, the recipient responding in 
feeling words. The officers then adjourned to the dining. 
room, and there enjoyed the generous hospitality of their 
commander for several hours amid social converse, etc. ; the 
sparkling wine aiding in developing the eloquence of Colo- 
nels Vose and Rockafellar, Lieuterant-Colonel Lockwood, 
Captain Desmarets, and others. Colonel Vose has recon- 
structed the regimental staff as follows: Adjutant, David C. 
Graham; Surgeon, Lewis Balch ; Assistant Surgeon, Gen- 
eral Z Hunter; Quartermaster, R. J. Guibert ; Assistant 
Commissary of Subsistence, Isaac P. Chambers; Chaplain, 
Rev. James L. Hall. Until Adjutant Graham is commis- 
sioned Lieutenant Stevenson been detailed as acting adju- 
tant. Colonel Vose will shortly order theoretical drills for 
non-commissioned, as well as continue the same drills for 
officers. 

Forty-sEvENTH InFANtRY.—The armory of this com- 
mand on Wednesday evening was filled with the friends of 
the regiment, who assembled to witness the execution of a 
series of military movements, to listen to the music of the 
regimental band, and lustly, to participate in the delights of 
the dance, which concluded the pleasant and varied pro- 
ceedings of the evening. The regiment assembled, under 
command of Colonel Austen, ten commands, ytwelve files 
strong; formed in the main drill-room, occupying almost the 
entire four sides of the room, allowing space ouly for the re- 
viewing party and other distinguished officers, who took 
position in the open square immediately between the right 
and left of the battalion. Immediately in the rear of the 
battalion were congregated and packed the spectators. After 
the formation the troop beating off the battalion prepared 
for review, [nspector-General Morris, the reviewing officer, 
being accompanied ‘vy his assistant, Colonel Blanchard. The 
troops looked remarkably well during this ceremony, and ob- 
served great steadiness. The passage in review was accom; 
plished not without some difficulty, the battalion first being 
broke into fours, put in motion, and forming company after 
the left had well closed up, so as to allow sufficient space for 
the passage of the right companies. Daspite this movement, 
the turning out of the band almost blocked the first three 
right companies, who broke into column of fours immediately 
after passage, and became much crowded; the left companies, 
however, made a very fair passage; and the whole, under 
existing circumstances, was far less confused than the most 
sanguine expected. The drill which followed comprised 
necessarily the simp!e portion of the school of the battalion, 
such as marching in column of fours, by company, forming 
division to and on, etc., the execution of all of which was as 
remarkable for the absence of confusion and grave errors as 
previous drills of the regiment. The battalion frequently 
was a little too quick inits step, and the rsar ranks not al- 
ways perfectly closed or well aligned. Many of the file 
closers were also careless in preserving steadiness and align- 
ment. Still, as a whole, the drill was noticeable for general 
excellence under circumstances so discouraging, and gave evi- 
dence that the Forty-seventh has not retrograded an iota, 
and is just the regiment to move in er on a crowd when called 
on for such practical duty. The dress parade, which closed 
the military proceedings, was exceedingly well done, the 
manual being almost perfect. The band and drum corps, 
during the military portion ofthe programme; did not show 
to the best advantage, there being a hesitancy on the part 
of the drum-major and band leader, and an evident want of 
understanding all around. In the first formation it'was clear 
that neither the drum-major nor band leader expected to 
‘* beat off,’’ and were therefore momentarily unprepared. The 
drum corps, as well as the band, in almost every instance 
either failed to understand the baton signal or were some- 
what prejudiced against Drum-Major McKnight, a new ap- 
peintment and graduate of the Seventh’s corps, who for the 
firat time handled the baton in the Forty-seventh. The 
drum-major may have also been laboring under nervousness. 
After the dress parade the companies marched to their re- 
spective quarters, and awaited in line the presence of the In- 
spector-General, who formally examined every room, the 
headquarter and company books, concluding with a minute 
examination of the small drill-room, where the hospitalities 
of the regiment were offered to -the inspecting party and a 
numerous assemblage of invited guests. After this came 
selection by the band, tattoo by the drum corps, and finally 
the much desired danc2. General Morris expressed himself 
as exceedingly pleased with the condition of the regiment, 
and stated that during his tour of inspection throughout the 
State thus far none had began to equal the Forty-seventh in 
general excellence. There were hosts of military gentlemen 
present during the evening, including Major-General Wood- 
ward and staff, Second division; Brigadier-Generals Dakin 
and Meserole and staffs, commanding Fifth and Eleventh 
brigades. 


-Various Irems.—General Orders from General Head- 
quarters State of New Ycrk state that Sidney De Kay, of the 
city of New York, has been appointed Military Secretary to 
the Commander-in-Chief, with the rank of colonel, vice 
John W. Dix, resigned......Company ©, of the Fifth regi- 
ment, gave a ball at the Germania Assembly Rooms Mon- 
dey night, which was a comb:nation of a military ball and a 


masquerade. It was a brilliant affair, and attracted a large 
assemblage......The Committee on Armories and Drill-rooms 
of the Board of Supervisors, to whom was referred a com- 


Broadway and Fourth street requesting this board to rescind 
the lease of the upper floor of said premises,-used as an ar- 
mory for the Kighty-fourth regiment, on Monday reported 
in favor of reccinding the lease, which was adopted......The 
investigation in regard to the leaso of Nillsson Hall as an 
armory is still continued, and among the “ new develop- 
ments’’ before the special committee of the Board of Stuper- 
visors was that Mr. (General) Postley, a lawyer, leased Nils- 
son Hall from the owner, Mr. Young, for Mr. Fallon, at the 
rate of $10,000 a year and taxes, but that he had nothing to 
do with the sub-letting of the hall to the city...... Company 
F, Fifty-fifth, Captain John M. Schmidt, on Tuesday even-: 
ing held at Germania Assembly Rooms one of the jolliest 


as all its movements have fully shown for years past. . Major 
Boehrer was the former commander, and, as an expression 
of the great regard in which jhe is held, the company some 
time since surrounded him with their portraits, handsomely 
framed, and during the evening presented it through First 
Sergeant Rhode. Everybody was happy, so was Major 
Boebrer, also the members of the Seventh, in the disguise of 
the Fifty-fifth...... Company A, Ninety-sixth regiment, Cap. 
Wm. Buckmann, February 11 abgehaten in der Turn Halle, 
66 and 68 East Fourth street...... The Sevent-ninth (High- 


evening, February 7......The Twelfth was ordered to assemble 
for review and drill at the State Arsenal Friday evening, 
February 7. Inspector-General Morris, reviewing officer...... 
The Sixth still hold possession of the ‘* supper-room” of 
the Academy of Music, and expect to have undisputed com- 
mand of the building on Monday. Colonel Sterry never says 
die......Colonel ‘“‘ Charlie” Spencer will visit Washington in 
full fatigue March 4. He will be accompanied by the Fifth 
Infantry of New York, at a cost of ten thousand dollars, to be 
subscribed by the friends of the regiment and its comman- 
der—sure!...... The Fourteenth, of Brooklyn, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel McLeer commanding, is gaining rapidly, and will soon 
muster ina new company of forty men, to take the vacant 
1 -tter G in the regiment. This regiment deserves to succeed, 
and we trust it may soon be, as seems likely to be the case, 
one of the strongest regiments in Brooklyn......A bill was in- 
t:oluced in the Naw York Legislature on Wednesday by Mr. 
Barns to prevent officers of the National Guard from hold- 
ing municipal office ; and the National Guard should look well 
atterit. Have officers of the State service no rights whatever ? 
seseeeThe First, it is stated, will shortly lose again one of its 
new field officers..... The Fifth, Eteventh, Sixty-ninth, Eighty- 
fourth, Ninety-sixth, and some other organizations of New 
York city do not pretend to inform the public of their 
military movements through the medium of the press ; 
therefore, they are gradually being forgotten. The Fifth 
regiment, however, we learn will drill at the State Arsenal 
by wing February 25 and 27, and will’go to Washington— 
sure......Colonel Fuller, of the Fifty-fifth, who for some time 
has been very seriou:ly ill, is, we learn with gratification, 
oa the improvement....Some of the companies of the Seventh 
have voted to visit Wuashingtoa March 4. This and every 
other militia command had far better spend both time and 
money fur an encampment next summer. Nothing, under 
ordinary circumstances, would better please us than to see a 
large and good representative portion of the State militia 
present in Washington on the occasion of the inaugaration 
of General Grant; bat when the cost is considered, as well 
as the bad effects of such excursions on the discipline of the 
treops, and the little practical benefit derived, ve are in- 
clined to look unfavorably on the matter......Company B, 
Cwelfih, Captain Burns, give a reception at the regimental 
armory February 24. 

Missourt.—Our correspondent “ Leigh ’’ sends the follow- 
ing interesting news from this State, under date of St. Louis, 
January 28, 1873: 

St. Louis will send to Washington City on the 4th of 
March, as a representative of Missouri militia, Company A, 
of the First battalion N.G@. Preparations for this excursion 
are almost completed, and tle company will take with it 
about one hundred men, and the battalion band of twenty 
pieces, also the drum corps. This company is about a year 
old, numbering on its rolls one hundred and twenty active 
members of the best material in the State. The members 
are uniformed similar to the New York Seventh regiment, 
and the company, although not as proficient in the tactics 
as some of the Eastern commands, yet there are many older 
organizations much more deficient, and I will be much dis- 
appointed if they fail to receive the highest praises from 

military men present at the celebration. Arra are 
being made with the railroad companies so as to enable the 

command to v:sit Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York 

on the return howe, thus affording the men an opportunity 

of witnessing the military organizations of those cities, 

Company A is composed of some of our most prominent 

young men, both in so¢ial and business circles, and St. Louis 

feels justly proud in sending abroad so creditable and I 
trust gallant a command. 

Company B, of tte First battalion N. G., gave an exhibi- 

tion drill last night at the battalion armory, and I regret 

that they too have net made up their minds ‘to visit Wash- 

inhton, for the drill was perhaps the best ever witnessed in 
St. Louis. ‘The militia men of the State have drawn up & 

militia law, which has been offered in the State Senate, and 





You wilt recollect from a former letter of mine I stated that 
Missouri was without a militia law of any kind, and that onr 
Nationa! Guard is a self-supporting organization. The pro- 
posed law has many gvod features, and from present indica- 
tions I am inclined to believe it <ill meet the approbation 
of the legislative assemblies Should it pass I will send o 
short summary of its provisions. 


MassacuunEetts —We learn throu;h a Boston exeianze 
that the board of officers engaged in the prezarition of a 
manual to be used by such organizations of the Massacha- 
setts militia as are and may be supplied with the Peabody 
breech-loader, have completed its report. One of the propo- 
sitions considered was to abolish the order to fire, the a 
being taken that the soldier is a better oe of his aim 
than the commanding officer can be.. was therefore | 
thought best to omit the order to fire and allow the men te 
discharge their rifles after they had taken aceurate aim, in- 
stead of blazing away bap-hazard before the piece. had been 
properly sighted. It is currently re that the com- 


nished while the Governor and staff were visiting 


. af 


tive encampments last summer for the pu of ' 
the troops; and, furthermore, it is uated that the bills h 
been paid. It is thought that either the’ “or 












ment some time since, a brief description of which resolu- 


munication from the proprietor of the building, corner of | loaders now in charge of the armorer of 


ment will receive the remainder of the supply of bree 


military and masquerade balls of {the season. These festive | 
gatherings are exceedingly amusing, and Company F is as — 
“wellup’’ in these masquerades. as it is in the military, _ 


landers) will hold high carnival at Apollo Hall on Friday» 


is now in the hands of the committee on military matters. , 


manders of two organizations of the have forwarded . 
to the Commander-in-Chief their bills for entertainment far- 
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THE CLOSING DAYS ABOUT RICHMOND. 
BY AN OFFICER OF THE CORPS. 


itll, THE CAVALRY CORPS IN THE DEATH THROE OF THE 
REBELLION. 


(Poured to Actof Congress, in the year 1873, by W. C. 
eF. “Paarch im the oifice of the Libiarian of Congress, Wuah- 


Ir was just previous to the event narrated at the close 
of my last article that, affairs looking favorable in front 
of our ca , 2a officer of General Merritt's staff rode 

to Sheridan with, “ General Merritt’s com- 
pliments, sir; and he thinks now would be a good time 
to put the cavalry ‘in.’” To this he received tho char- 
acteristic, laconic reply, “Go in;” aud the cavalry did 
“go in.” There seemei to be no chance to charge, but 
charge they must. Caster, who, it will be remembered, 
held our extreme left, was ordered to dismount his di- 
v and send them forward. He dismounted enough 
to comply with his orders, pressed them to the front, 
and sent two mounted brigades still further to the left 
to atrike the oe. rear. Every move on our part 
was successfvl. The rebel artillery for a short time 
played havoc among our brave assailants; but they 
were the guns of despair. The musketry on the right 
was for a while terrific, while the constant dashes of our 
mounted and dismounted cavalry, added to the sound of 
skirmishing directly in the rebel rear, were noose | 
sources of demoralization and defeat. No troops coul 
stand itlong. Their lines were shaken ; the red sunset 
glimmered through the forest as if to rebuke the fratri- 
vidal strife ; and the rous cheers of Union battalions 
pursued a flying and defeated foe. Ayres, Crawford, 
and Griffia did not halt, but pressed close on the fugi- 
tives, and gathered hosts of prisoners; while Custer, who 
was never known to lose an opportunity, now charged 
his mounted squadrons. There was no escape; turn 
where they would, the,fiying rebels were confronted. All 
their dead, most of their wounded, and ambulances, guns, 
caiseons, with over 4,000 prisoners, fell into our hands. 

While the thick woods assisted their retreat and pre- 
vented greater captures, darkness only gave an end to 
the chase. It is a curious fact that so many small arms 
were the next day cmatsey So this ‘om wy for —_ of 
transportation, to prevent the possibility of their falling 
again into hands ot the enemy, the rebel muskets were 
actually used to corduroy several parts of the very bad 
roads in this vicinity. ; 

The flower of Lee’s army was fairly beaten. Pickett’s 

division, as an organization, has never since been heard 
of, and to the end of the campaign its stragglers from 
this field were daily encountered. Some even sought 
their homes at once to lay down their arms for peace, 
and a Confederate soldier did not hesitate to ex- 
press his belief that further resistance to the Union ar- 
mies would only be as sanguinary as it would be un- 
availing. , 
This battle of Five Forks is ey A regarded as the 
turning point in the campaign. e enemy won it, 
Petapdong ond Richmond might have held out many 
days and probably weeks longer. When they lost it the 
Southside was no longer useful to them, nor 
had they any line of retreat south of Appomattox for 
their forces at Petersburg. 

The news »f Sheridan’s success, as it reached the dif- 
ferent portions of our lines during the evening, electri- 
fied the troops, and in honor thereof shot salutes 


and captains inspected their commands, while 
the pattering and constant skirmish fire betokened ac- 
tivity aud ance. Later this became more monoton- 
ous, and there might be a chance for a little repose. It 
was a calm, clear, starlight night; but soon the very 
round seemed to tremble as though by an earthquake. 
ld anon tell of the cannonading at Fredericks- 
burg Gettysburg; but neither equalled in fury, re- 
verberation or grandeur this midoight bombardment at 
Each army seemed determined that its 
adversary should have no rest. A mutual agreement of 
annoyance and wild destruction might have 
A those immense lines, from the Appo- 
mattox river on the right to where Sheridan was quietly 
resting on the battle-field of Five Forks, hundreds of 
of every conceivable calibre, counterfeited the 
Tread clamors of the immortal Jove. The plump of the 
solid shot as it buried itself in the earth, the shrieking, 
whistling Parrott as you traced its lightning course 
burning fuse, the venerable mortar as it slowly curv 


l 


e 


the darkness in its fiery parabola and bursting 
high in air dropped its missiles of death into massing 
battalions, the spiteful liitle minie as it “whist” above 


oF 


this was the pandemoniac introduction to 
Cicely onach foc which car comics wore propari e 
did not dawn the next pleasant Sunday 
was ready, along more than 
miles of works there was one grand 
no historian ever contemplated and no 
can describe. ‘The Ninth corps, the Sixth corps, the 
es, and the Second corps, extending in 
ht to left, each vied with the other in 
immortal! charge. The 


eit 
t le 
ze i 


a nation’s monument to its heroic defenders. 
essa. 





being determined that there should now be nothing lost 
where so much had been gained. 

The cavalry moved toward Ford’; station at daylight 
and found the rebel cavalry collected near the crossing 
of Hatcher's run. But they fell back before him, and 
Sheridan, with his cavalry and Fifth corps, soon halted at 
Ford’s station, on the Southside road. ‘The importance 
of this road to the rebels had been frequently so overes- 
timated by newspaper generals in their editorial head- 
quarters that now that we held it, some of our officers 
facetiously observed, “‘ The war is over and we can go 
home.” Miles’s division was to strike the railroad nearer 
Petersburg, by a road known as the “ Olairbourne 
Road.” At the crossing of Hatcher’s run, however, he 
came up with the enemy’s infantry who, deeming it pru- 
dent not to offer battle there aad retiring before him 
posted themselves on an open farm at Sutherland’s sta- 
tion. There was some misunderstanding about this 
time as to whether General Miles was unaer the com- 
mand of Sheridan or Humphreys. Certuin it is that the 
former relinquished it without a conflict of authority, 
while at the close of the day, when General Humphreys 
was congratulated by an officer on the brilliant success 
of this division of bis corps, he generously replied; “It 
is General Miles’s victory. I had nothiug to do with it. 
The credit is due to him.” 

It was indeed a creiitable affair, this handsome little 
battle at Sutherland station. Close by the railroad here 
there ran a fine wide turnpike, known as the “Cox 
Road,’’ in former times the favorite drive from Peters- 
burg, and leading through a well cultivated farmin 
country. Iu quiet contrast to the dreary forests south 
of Hatcher’s run and not yet laid waste by the tramp of 
armies, the green fields and blooming fruit trees wore a 
rustic beauty quite refreshing. The rebels had chosen 
this for a battle field and ha: thrown up hastily a breast- 
work of earth and rails parallel with the road, while to 
the west some small redoubts a little more elaborate pro- 
tected their flank. Their force comprised portions of 
two divisions, in all four brigades of infantry comm ind- 
ed by Soules, McGowan, McRae and Wilcox. They had 
in position seven pieces of artillery, but while the battle 
wus pending other guns were removed to the rear. Miles 
had attacxed them twice during the afternoon without 
success. They held their own and inflicted on him con- 
siderable loss. His force consisted only of three brig- 
ades and Clarke’s battery, about 5,000 men, while the 
tebels mustered full as many, had a good position and 
acted entirely on the defensive. Late in the afternoon, 
while General Humphreys was hurrying to the support 
of General Miles, the latter massed his troops on the 
enemy’s left flank, and made a third and successful as- 
sault, Two of his brigade commanders (Generals Me- 
dill and McDougall) were wounded, but the enemy were 
by sunset driven from the field, losing two guns, a battle 
fing. and several hundred prisoners. 

The fatigue of the troops and want of cavalry prevent- 
ed further pursuit; and when all was quiet here, the 
fading sound of artillery in the direction of Ford’s sta- 
tion announced that in Sheridan’s front he too wus “ mas- 
ter of the situation.” Crook’s cavalry having now 
nothing further to accomplish by remaining at Dinwid- 
die, also moved forward with all the trains, and as the 
roads were by this time quite dry, encamped for the 
night near General Miles, who remained at Sutherland 
station. 

This closed the fifth of the great eleven days’ cam- 
paign ; and had it not been for the troublesome storms so 
seriously delaying our troops there can be but little 
doubt that the results witnessed the next morning in 
the entire evacuation of Petersburg and the abandon- 
ment of the rebel capital would have been accomplished 
at least one day earlier. 

(To be continued.) 








FOREIGN ITEMS. 


On the first day of this year the law abolishing mili- 
tary substitutes in France came into force. 

A FRENCH naval squadron is being fitted out fora 
series of manceuvres in the Mediterranean. 

GENERAL NEUENS, director of the cannon foundry at 
Liege, is mentioned at the future Belgian Minister of 
ar. 


It is now just a year since the Wurtemberg army ex- 
changed its distinctive uniform, which was modelled 
somewhat after the French fashion, for the well-known 
military dress of Prussia. 
Tue Danish War Minister has introduced a bill pro- 
a total revision of the organization of the army 

aud navy, and acomplete fortification of Copenhagen 
fiom the land and sea sides.. The sum demanded for this 
purpose amounts to 17,000,000 rix-dollars. 
THE uniform of the Bavarian army is to be altered 
and made similar to that of the Prussians. The infan- 
will adopt dark Prussian trousers, but retain the 
light blue tunic and the Roman helmet which the 
Bavarian infantryman, alone out of those of modern 
armies, has for a long time past carried. The Prussian 
distinctive badges of rank are to be in future used. On 
the more important question of arms, the Bavarian Gov- 
ernment ‘has decided not to attempt any change in its 
new breechleader, the Werder, which was found to an- 
swer fully every expectation. 

THE budget for the German navy for the year 1874, 
which will be shortly submitted to the Reichsrath, pro- 


him | Vides for a special credit for the construction ot small 


plated vessels capable of carrying big guns. These ves- 
sels, drawing very littie water, and incapable of ventur- 
ing far from the coast, have a special destination. The 
will be of use in the Baltic, especially in the Gulf of 

and on the shores fof the Russian provinces. 
In these latitudes the waters are frequently very shal- 
low. Sometimes the depth does not exceed from one to 
one anda half metres. It is not easy to conceive any 
other object for this flotilla of plated ships but this one. 
We be sure the St. Petersburg Government is keep- 

py Aan look-out on their doings. 





is in a warlike mood at present. An article in the Rus- 
sian World estimates the military resources of the em- 
pire, and insists on the necessity of being armed to the 
teeth. ussia, less than any other State (it says), can 
afford to cease to be a great military power. The other 
European States fight among themselves, but, neverthe- 
less, they recognize each other’s rights to existence. Bnt 
Russia is regarded as an intruder at the European ban- 
quet, and therefore for her the question of military power 
is one of life or death. So long as she is not secured 
from that side she cannot sleep at peace. This being so, 
the necessity for military reorganization may be taken 
for granted, and the Russian World examines the re- 
sources of Russia, and points out their abundance in 
quite an optimist spirit. She can put twice as many 
men under arms, we are told, as Germany. The utmost 
force Germany can put in line, with all her efforts, is 
1,300,000 men, while Russia in 1855, when her popula- 
tion was ten millions less than now, had 2,560,000. The 
question for Russ.a thus is not to get numbers, but how 
best to distribute what she has. After some further re- 
flections on the ease with which Russia might increase 
the number of 2,400,000 fixed by the Commission as that 
of her army, the Russian World says, “‘ We have no 
need of the permanent cadres for the reserve on a peace 
footing except for the artillery. What is necessary is 
an active army composed of well-trained soldiers, and 
behind the army national forces adequately prepared to 
form reserves in as great number as necessary, and to fill 
up the gaps as required in the active army. With our 


{|immense population we have not one only but two 


souxces for our armed forces, the annual recruiting and 
the recruiting the reserves. That is the most charac- 
teristic of the peculiarities of Russia in a military point 
of view.” The Russian World also boasts of the cavalry 
which Russia can can put on the field to the number of 
oem 230,000 to 300,000 men, horsemen almost from 
birth. 


In concluding an excellent article on the reorganiza- 
tion of the French army, the London Standard ausks: 
“‘ Let us see what will be the anticipated result of the 
new law as regards available fighting men.” Proceeding 
to answer the query, ouc contemporary says: “The aver- 
age number of men who annually attain the age of 
twenty is 302,000. Dedueting from these men disquali- 
fied from infirmity, want of height, the contingent for 
the navy, men provisionally exempted, and losses from 
death, desertion, sickness, and punishment, we arrive at 
an average number of men annually available for mili- 
tary service of 150,000. Making allowances for deaths, 
invaliding, etc., and the latest contingeut as only parti- 
ally trained, and adding 120,000 men not provided for 
by enrolment, and comprising officers, volunteers for 
five years, gendarmes, native and foreign corps, work- 
men attached to the artillery and engineers, re-engaged 
men, ete., we get the following totals: Regular army, 
674,720; reserve of the regular army, 510,380; grand 
total of trained men, 1,185,100. From these must be 
deducted normal non-combatants, comprising depart- 
mental police, military workmen, hospital corps, etc., 
amounting to 9(,480, the army in Algiers, men sick, 
under punishment, on leave, etc., giving a grand total 
a be deducted of 166,427. On tbe other hand, old sol- 
diers over forty, volunteers under twenty, men incapable 
of combatant service, but available for hospital corps, 
etc., must be added. France can, therefore, calculate 
on putting in the first line, within a few days after a 
declaration of war, 110,000 trained combatants. In the 
second line would be the youngest class of the contin- 
gent, only partially trained, and the territorial army, 
making, probably, a total of about 2,000,000 fighting 
men available for the defence of the country. Great as 
will be the material advantages resulting from the new 
law, the moral results will be even greater. The army 
willin future be itself the great training school of the 
nation, and will thus both give and derive benefits. I 
these benefits be properly utilized by the government, 
they cannot fail in the course of afew years to raise 
France to a far greater height of military power than it 
has attained since the day when the grand army and 
Napoleon’s might withered away together in the fatal 
Russian campaign.” 








A GREAT HELPER.—Every one reads the war news, 
how few understand the words used to describe for- 
tresses ; how many skip the names of the places where 
battles are fought, and the Latin and French terms 
found in every report. Webster gives you the picture 
and the definition of every aspect of a fortress and every 
part of a military engine. Names of persons and places 
are alphabetically arranged and their proper pronuncia- 
tion given, and all ordinary foreiga terms clearly de- 
fined. It is not only the great hand-book for modern, 
but for ancient history. In a word, not one in a hundred 
can read over an ordinary newspaper paragraph intelli- 
gently without the aid of Webster’s Dictionary.—Chi- 
cago Journal of Commerce. 








Mr. SaMUEL GULLIVEN, 320 East Thirty-fifth street, 
New York, has hada No. 9 Grover & Baker Machine in 
use seven years. He made on it ten thousand pair 
of duck pants, earning over fourteen thousands dollars, 
and the machine also did the sewing for a family of ten 
persons. 








MARRIED. 


{Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
Sifty cents each.) 





Lyster—Dovucary.—January 8, 1873, in St. John’s church, Cin- 


Y | cinnati, bythe Right Reverend 8. A. McCoskey, D.D., Bishop of 


Michigan, Brevet L eutenant-Colonel Wittiam J. Lysrer, Cap- 
tain Nineteenth Infantry, to Miss Marraa Gotuniz, daughter of 
W. M. Doughty, Esq. 








DIED. 





Eean.—At West Point, N. Y., January 24, Apa D., daughter of 
Captain John and Dianth. Egan, aged two years and six months. 





Tax Russian press, as quoted by the Pali Mall Gazetie, 





‘Wanv.— In Worcester, Mass., January 26, Jostz M., wife of 
Brovet Captain Henry C. Ward, U, 8. A,, and daughter of 
Denny, r 
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“BETTIE STUART” ENSTITUTE 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS. 
A Family, Boarding, and Day School for Young 


d es. | 
‘he course of study, which is comprehensive, 
embraces Latin and German, | 
Nutive teachers are employed for French and Ger- 
man; and both languages are spoken in the family. | 
Painting, Drawing, and Music each receive es- 
pecial care from thoroughly qualified teachers The 
number of boarders being limited. Tne “ Bettie) 
Stuart” Insticute is purticulaily desirable to} 
arents seeking # select school for their daughters. | 
The Institute is permitted to reterto Surgeon-| 
General C. A. Frntey, West Philadelphia, Penn., 
alsoto Colonel D. W. FLAGLER, commanding at 
hock Island Arsenal, Ii1. 
For Catalogues apply to 
Mis. M. McKEE HOMES, 
Principal. 





Army Purchasing Agency. 


WM. S.MACKAY &CO., 


Shamburg Building, cor. Sixth and Pine Sts., 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 





All classes of Goods purclased for Officers o' 
the Army, Property accounts adjusted, and Pay 
accounts cashed. 

Ovatms FoR Bounty, Pay, ETc., CoL 
LECTED. 


ESTABLISHED 1847. 


‘Baker & McKenney, 


141 GRAND STREET, NEW YORK. 





NEW REGULATICN ASK BQUIPMENTS 


MILITARY GOODS, 


FOR THE ARMY, NAVY, AND NATIONAL GUARD. 
aoe Hats, Epaulettes, Fa igue Ca 


of the various States constantly on hand and made to order at short notice. 





Geods Sent C. 0. D. Everywhere. 










, and all hinds of equipments for the Army spd Nationa) 


445. 


NEW SERIES. 
| NEW SERIES. 
NEW SERIES. 


Lirrent’s Living Ace 











ECONOMICAL, MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY |22,7snurz7 lst. 1813, beeing volume one of A 


OF RHODE ISLAND 
ISSUES ALL KINDS OF POLICIES AT REDUCED RATES. 


Premiums non-forfeitable on all the Tables. The best protection offered by any Life Company. 

Company. Officers of the Army and Navy insured without extra charge, Refers tu 
Major-General W. F. Barry, t U. 8. Arm Commodore E, F. Nichols, 
Major-General F. Wheaton, Aden, i Lt.-Com’d’r 8. Dana Greene. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


} U. 8. Navy. 














Ball, Black & Co., 


Manufacturing Jewellers, 


T » whom has been awarded the order for furnish- 
ing the 


U. S. ARMY CLASS RING, 
for th> followirg yeurs: 
WEST POINT GRADUATING CLASS.. 


“ 6< “ 





“ ‘“ “ 


“ “6 “ 


“ “ ‘6 


“ “s “ 


“ “ “ 


ALSO 
U. S. NAVY CLASS RING. 
ANNAPOLIS GRADUATING CLASS......1869 
“ vee Fs wap ail 1870 
« “> 2 ME edad i872 
AtSO 


Virginia Military Institute 
CLASS RING. 
LEXINGTON GRADUATING CLASS....1669 
= = % coccl¥Ji 
We have the Original Pattern Ring for all 
the above years and can iurnish duphcates at 
short notice. 
We also solicit Army and Navy orders for all 
goods in our line to which we will give prompt and 
best attention. 


BALL, BLACK & CO. 





: eT. 
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. 


10,000 Words and Meanings not in other Dic» 


tionaries. 


; Prepared under the auspices of the NATIONAL RIFL® ASSOCIATION and approved by 


?2}A COMPLETE GUIDE TOINSTRUCTION IN THE USE AND CARE 






H R. Nightingale.........Cornett & Nightingale. 
SIMON 8. BUCKLIN, President. Wm. Y. Potter, Secretary. 
Hon. Elizur Wright, of Mass., Actuary. ©. G. McKnight, Vice Pr: sident. 
A. H. Okie, M. D., and F. Hf. Peckham, M. D., Medica! Examiners. 
W. T. OKIE, General Agent, 157 Broadway, New York. 
No Restriction on Travel ar Residence 


WINGATE’S MANUAL FOR RIFLE PRACTICE. 
SECOND EDITION, ‘REVISED. 








edition of the 


Manual for Rifle Practice, 


the Srate oF NEw York, for the instruction of the Nutional Guard. 
includes 


This manual 


OF THE MODERN BREECH-LOADER, 
AND IS ACCOMPANIED WITH NUMEROUS DIAGRAMS AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


PRICE $1.50. 


The volume has been compiled, at the request of the National Rifle Association, by Captain 
Wiveare, trom “the best English, French and German systems, with the special view of adaptation 
to the wants of the Nutional Guard, Tte intention, therefore, has been to divest the matterof all 
unnecessary technicalities, and not only afford a Manual for “ aiming drill,” but to point out such 
details for the regulation of target practice, as the author’s experience as an officer in the National 
Guard organization has induced him to consider most advantageous, under the peculiar circum. 
stances in which its members are situated. 
&s An important feature of the Manual is that it contains, in addition to the full rules for Rifle 
Practice, a Complete Guide to Instruction in the Use and Care of the Modern Breech- 
Loader. 
Copies may be obtained of D. Van Nostrand, 23 Murray st.; Schuyler, Hartley & Graham, 19 
Maiden Lune; E. Remington & Sons, 281 Broadway; Tomes, Melvain & Co.,6 Maiden Lane; Shan- 
non, Miiler & Crave, 46 Maiden Lane ; Baker & McKenney 141 Grand st. ; or, of A. Broptano, Union 
Square, or of the pablishers. The price of the Work is $1.50, for which price it will be'sent by mail, 
pre-paid. 


W.C. & F. P. CHURCH, Publishers, 
ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL OFFICE, 
No. 39 PARK ROW, NEW YORK. 


OFFICERS’ UNIFORM 











Fot.-Dasss Unirorms 






Both For 
Foti-Draess REGIMENTS 
and Unpress, of the 


for the 





3090 Engravings. 1840 Pages Quarto. Price $12. 

&F A National Standard, The authority in the 
Government Printing Oftice at Washington, and 
furnished by the Government to cach student at 
West Point. 


&S~ Warmly recommended by Bancroft, Pres- 


cotr, Motley, Geo. P, Marsh, Halleck, Whittier, 
Willis, Saxe, Elihu Burritt, Danivl Webster, Ru- 


Nationa. Guarp 


4 SPECIALTY, 


=— 


CLOTHIERS 


Army. Navy, 
and 


Io which our 


National Guard, Prices are Low, 


Made promptly in 























New Serier, thus affording the mst fuvoabie 
time that las ocmredin # number of yeas for 
the beginning of New bubscriptions. 


A weekly mag:zine. of sixty-four Tar Liv- 
inG AGE gives more can 


Three and a Quarter Thousand 


ASSETS........sseeeeceeee Soucvccsrasdanssceosstoveccsecesessnscogacns anon seeses $1,000,000.00| double column octavo pages of reading-matter 


yearly, forming four large volumes. It Fp me 
great 


Parties seeking Life Insuravce are invited to exsmime the advantages and Jow rates offered by this|n an inexpensive form, considet 


amount of mutter, with freshness, owimg to ite 
veekly is-ur, and with a Satisfactory 


ness attempted by ne other ww peery bess 
Fssuys, Reviews, Criticism: Berial and tt Sto- 
Pe Biographical, 


; ries, Sketches, Poetry, Seientitic, ‘ 
Maj.-Gen. A, E. Burnside, Gev. of Rhode Island./Alexander Farnum........ Merchant. Providence. Historical, and Political Informati »n, from the en 
B11 P. MasOnses.s-e-seereee Earl P. Mason & Co.|Hon. James M. Pendleton......... Westerly, R. I-|tue tody of Foreign Periodical Literate, aud 
fm. W. Sprague...... --U.8. Senator from R.I./|S. ye nod Cranston & Drees fos irom the peus of the 
Hen. Lewis Fairbrother........North Providence.|Gen. Geo. Lewis Cooke...... se eseee «- Warren, . 
Simon 8. Bucklin.........++-+++- +eseeeeP resident Ribert Dalla. “Amer Dailey &Co, Bones Ablest Living Writers. 
fion. H.B Anthony...... U. 8. Senator from R: 1 |". G. McKmght, M. D... ... Pro ¢idenee. 
7 Ag ageibeae teeta = Providence.| John Kendrick........ --sP.ostdend | , Tt fe, Seememnend by ths Mev. Menry Wed 
Arte B. ThRG.cccccccccccoscoccesccese Providence | Fenner H. Peckham, M. D «ese «Providence. oul the leading and ju ns ‘ost, 
fsanc H.Southwick..... Pres. Am. Horse Nail Co.| Lyman A. Cook........-+ee+00- Woonsocket, R. L. mee urnals country 


publagatvous ;”” and fe ndsapeusiiie to eery dee 
pu 10ns ;” a to 

who desires « thorough con.pendium of all thatis 
noteworthy and admirabiein the literary world. 
5” Now ts the time to subscribe, beginning with 
the “EW SERIES, and with entirely NEW S+r- 
RIALS,—one by MM. ERCKMANN-UHA1 BRIAN 
the distinguished French writers; one by FRI Z 
REUTER, the lar German novelist ; and clw,s 
0 br announced hereafter, together wih wee of ine 
Lest English authors asusual. 


Publi-hed weekly at $8 a year, free of postage 


or for $10, any one of the American $4 Monthiies 
(or Harper's Weekly or Bazar, or Ay pleton’s Jour 


The Publishers are happy to announce that they now have ready the second|"@/, weekly), is sent with Tae Living Ace foro 


year; or for $8.50, Tue Livixe Ace and Our 
Young Folks. Address 


LITTELL & GAY, 
BOSTON, 





Warnock & Co., 
ARMY 2 NAVY HATTERS 


No. 519 BROADWAY, 


NEW YORK, 





THE UNITED STATES 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


The attention of Europenn students military 
and naval science is called r the 7 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL, 


the only yeriodical in the United States oted 
to the discussion of su’ connected ae the 
art of war. Thovgh the Regular Army and Navy 
of the United Staies, on a peace tootin are not 
large, yet ns foreign observers know, military and 
naval subjects receive a large share of attention 
thom the most thoughtful and inventive minds of 
the country. The ARMY anD Navy Jovenat is 
the only periodical in the United States which 
zives full expression to the results and discussions 
growing out of this experiment and enquiry. 

‘The ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL waS: established 
in 1863, and mm its pages wili be found the only 
prufemmenes seanet,. of the operations of the great 
Mili: and Naval est ablishinen i 
oe ‘War of — jt are pemgren - 

e rgh Review, A i he 
ticle reviewing the “* Last Suede = «> ad 
says: ' 
« The yeas hee deatd epoa.e.distes oR , 
80 Vast in desigo ani so interesting in detail 
‘tmay be broadly asserted thut modern 
affords pone more profitable as a 


viewed with due reference to the eee 








— und the best American and European FIRST-CLASS STYLE, pasemamiyee rs eaten the with tivccnmall le 
BS : d vate, are as vast in aecu 
teacher and’ profemiganl men Woat library | Sones oe Oe (eames, the wil extra agunces wt lle 
s e i ar 
complete without the best English Dictionary ? ™ _Movesare Parons Se a ed C NEQ UALLFD. Wetimgion's deepatehes ‘were to apoleon's bul 
ALSO tins. The New York weekly paper named 
WEBSTER’S NATIONAL PICTORIAL DIC- JOHN EARLE & CO., F. J. HEIBERGER, _|e}at of ussiuse (Ge Anus tap Navy dome 
. ‘? 3 t to the current than 
ee... Sabana ARMY AND NAVY TAILORS, ARMY, NAVY avo CETIZENS pres ofthe Novihund Southrcostained a the day” 
: 3 ° ce Chambers, Globe Theatre Buildi of Pope 
The work is really a gem of a Dictionary, just the . ae 

thing for the million." American Kducational| No, 366 WASHINGTON STREET MERCHANT TAILOR, | |, Dee aes: 
Monthly. ’ Yetrorotitan Horet, the contest between guns and eames and se 
Published by G, & 0, MERRIAM, Springfield, Mase, BOSTON, MASS. 617 } ENNSYLVANIA AV. duction of —~ discussion in the 
Sold by ail Booksellers, ‘Washington, D.C. [JOU#NALy w now in course of pubiieation a 
Ss. W. OWEN ‘ -“* |valouble series of papers on the latter subject, by 

Captain Ervcssvn, the inventor of the Monitor. 


ARUY AND NAVY HEADQUARTERS. Military and Naval Merchant Tailor, 


STURTEVANT HOUSE, 


with Uniforms accord , i 
No. 1186 BROADWAY, Suh edeonade rdipg to the new regulations VOLE DRESS UAPS, EPAULETS. FA’ GUF 
8th and 29th Streets, New Yous. "ian oe Se OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OF Va- 
RIOUSSTA , t 
WITH ELEVATOR C, C. WI LEA R D, HANDAND ¥ CODETOORDES 
Board and Rooms $4.00 per Day. AT SHORT NOPIOE. 


LEWIS & GEORGE S. LELAND 
Proprietors 


Now prepared to furnish Officers of the Army 


J.C. F. DEECKEN, 


Manufacturer of and Dealer in 


MILITARY GOODS 


No. 1413 PENNSYLVANIA AY,, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 








WHOLESALE AND BETAIL to 
No. 160 GRAND STREET, 





& (Formerly of the Metropolitan Hotel 





EBBITT HOUSE, | “stent omen” 


he Aumy aNp Nav Joursat will be sent, post- 


age paid, to any pert of the United Kingdom 

eas year, on the receipt of 27 sh a 

be sent in an international postal 
Address 


W. C. & F. P. CHURCH, 
39 PARK Eow: nkw YOrkx. 


The attention of European Advertisers is ca: 
the advantages offered by the Anuy anp Naw 


JOURNAL as @ medium for introducing their bu 
ness the officera of the United States Army cx 





WASHINGTON, D.[C.ta Formerly No, 100 Canal Gt.,? 


Nav and especially to thoseof the Navy 
Naw YORE lee persion datiaites® rte ty 
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Shannon, Miller & Crane, No. 46 Maiden Lane, N. Y., 


MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF 


THE NEW REGULATION ARMY EQUIPMENTS, ALL COMPLETE AND OF EVERY QUALITY. 


New Landing and of our own Manufacture, which also may be had of MESSRS. DEVLIN & Co., Pennsylvania Av., 
Washington, D. C.; GEO. S. THURBER, 9S3'South State St., Chicago, Ill.; H. B, CLAWSON, Salt Lake City, Utah; 
MESSRS. PAR‘ON & CO.,No. 716 North 4th ‘St; St. Louis, Mo.; MLESSRS. WILSON & STELL WAGEN, 1028 Chestnut 8t., 
Philadelphia ; LOUIS GOLDSTEIN, New Orleans, La, 
A COMPLETE ASSORTMENT FOR THE NAVY, MARINE AND REVENUE SERVICE, NATIONAL GUARD, ETC. 
REGALIA, CHURCH, THEATRICAL AND 
FENCING MATERIALS, BOXING GLOVES, 
‘ ‘ INDIAN CLUBS, ETC., FLAGS AND BANNERS. 
Goods sent Cc. CO. DD. Send for Circular. 


SCHUYLER, HARTLEY & GRAHAM, 
19 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK, 


IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF 


MILITARY AND NAVAL GOODS, 


NEW REGULATION HATS, CAPS, SWORDS, BELTS, SHOULDER-KNOTS, AIGUIL- 
LETTES, SWORD KNOTS, ETC. 


THE ARMY AND NAVY BRANCH 


OF THE 


ST. LOUIS MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


THE LEADING LIFE COMPANY OF THE WEST. 
Assets, January 1, 1872, ~ - - $6,500,000. 


LOSSES BY DEATH PAID SINCE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPANY, OVER . ~ - 2,500,000 
TOTAL RETURN DIVIDENDS PAID SINCE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPANY, OVER - - - . 1,250,000 
PRESENT ANNUAL INCOME, OVER $3,500,000. 
ASSETS AND RESERVE SECURE AND me eg es ALL CONTINGENCIES 
Princi @fficers and Directors of the Company. 
D. A. JANUARY..............President. . oanekiie T. SELBY Secretary 4 A. P. STEWART......... Assistant Secretary. 
‘CHARLES H. PEUK.....Vice President. : PINE So tay ‘ Ty Ap ATED onceccacssecesesss Actuary. 
DIRECTORS.—Oliver Garrison, 8. Willi, Theo. Laveille, Chas. H. Peck, General T.L. Price, Jules Valle, W. J. Lewis, G. R. Robinson, R. E. Carr, J. F. Thornton, Hon. 
H D. K. Ferguson, Wm. T. Selby, Jas. O. Carson, Nich. Shaffer, Wm. T. Gay, Wm. Jamison, R. P. Hahnenkamp, L. H. Baker, D. A.J anuary, Jacob Tamm. 
The and Navy Branch has now been in operation for leven months and has about ONE MILLION OF DOLLARS insurance in force. No other 
. same inducements to ns in the military portion of the service, and supplies a want long felt. The attention of officers is especially 
feature of the com ull information will be given to those who desire it, on application, by mail, to the agents in New York. 


pany. 
NEW YORK OFFICE. 205 BROADWAY: G@REGoRY & HOUSTON, Managers. NORTON FOLSOM, M. D., late U.S. Army, Med. Examiner. 
Special Agents Army and Navy Branch. 
I. WILSON, J. B. KIDDOO, 205 Broadway, New York. General CHARLES EWING, Counselor and Agent, 480 7th street, Washington, D. C. 


PMAOPOLD MAGNUS, fay, Kaldenberg’s Meerschaums 


IMPORTER, AND MANUFACTURER OF 
Established 1852. 


MILITARY AND NAVAL GOODS. \ ea : 


Full-dress Hats, Caps, Epaulettes, Shoulder-Straps, Sashes, Swords and Sword-Knots of every de- 
iption, Belts, Spurs and Ornaments of all kinds, Gauntlets, White Lisle Thread Gloves, etc., etc. 























. Khe Attention of the Army and Navy iscalled to this 
Extensive and Celebrated Meersehaum Emporium 
of the United States, 

Pipes or holders made from sketches or any designs not found in printed circular and price-list 


FINE JEWELRY AND FURNISHING GOODS. - 
BS. J ° Ds (which will be forwarded to any address on application) can be obtained at short notice, by remitting a 
THE NEW REGULATION ARMY EQUIPMENTS, portion of theamount my to beexpended. Parties not having circular and price-list can rely upor 
receiving pipes such as they describe at reasonable — Have on hand at all times pipes slightly 
ALL COMPLETE AND OF THE FINEST QUALITY. blemished, but nevertheless of the best meerschaum, for a low price, ranging from $3 to $10 and up- 


F wards, according to size, but these must be expressiy ordered. 
676 BROADWAY (Opposite Grand Central Hotel), N. Y. _ R&SPAIRING a special branch, and the most experiencei workmen are constantly employed. 
ao —- are rene ee a ane be a ind pent, monntiog: new cases, vg pe 
Bhoots olt’s Arm -)ete., ost any pipe can be repaired. A is called to the fact that a 

. er: is SUSE as lasge as Colts Aconand — an a by MR. KALDENBERG, pipes iat have aaa pend, and Fann tay cae to on 

[ FIVE-SHOT 5 or those t are leaky, greasy, or cracked. can be entirely res tored, the oil in the pipe distribu 

ONLY MADE. DERRINGER over the surface in beautiful glossy color. No matter how beg = is smoked, either hot or in succes- 
Is compact for the et, weighs 12 0z.; cap sion, the color never fades, but the pipe colors up to the top of the bowl without the aid of a false top 
be loaded and un without removing the|°F button. Perfect satisfaction warranted. Send P. O. orders, or Registered Letters enclosing amount 
(having Patent Base-Pin for eject- and 50 cents extra, and I will send packages by mail, saving to the consignee the heavy express 

: ig made of the best and|charges. Stores 4 and 6 John st., first floor upstairs, also on ezgund floor cor. John and 

~ alee pate 7 . J. KALDENB ERG. 


‘warran .| Nassau sts., N. Y. City. P.O. Box 6,724. 
> sortment of ee have s full se N.B. Amber jewelry, beads, etc., always on hand, and any article in the amber line m ade to order 


Mevolvers, Bréech and Muzzle 
* Shot-Guns and Rifles. 




















Pollak’s Meerschaums. 





Tackle,Sporting Goods,&c. 
for circular to 
ONION, HAIGH & CORNWALL, 
18 Warren 8St., New York. Potax’s Meerschaum Establishment offers the largest selection of the finest quali- 
haum Goods. There is nothing whatever in the mee! um 








ty Spiegl Meersc 
line of which the selection of shapes or sizes is no: found complete in this well agsort- 
ed stock. Monograms or Likenesses from pho*ographs cut on pipes or holders at the shortest notice 
Sligkt.y blemished pipes from $3 to $6; clubs of twelvecaa have them at'from $30 to $48 per dozen 
Repairing neatly done by workmen expressly brought over from Europe ; great care is given‘o this 
anch. No pipe is so badly out of repair, but it can be fixed or renovated again; pipes which have 
oesonre hard or burnt by smo or will not color satisfactorily can either be boiled according to the 
& | old process. for $1, or according Mr. Pollak’s new invention-whereby.the color is warranted to stay. 
| The new patent joint whereby pipes can be easily taken apart and cleaned without the danger of 
breaking the pipe or amber, and the frequent splitting of pipes (where it joins the amber) is avoided. 
[t can be applied to oid pipes. A description of thepatent joint > d also circular and price-list 








“ 


sS 





sent upon application. 


& 
Monograr s cf any des red letter sent upon application without charge. 
POLLARD & LEIGHTON Ww. Read & Sons, Contracts for 1 med charges having been made with several Express companies, customers wish- 


ng to send pipes to be repai: or otherwise fixed, will please order charges to be paid this end. 








Imporrens yp Manvracrurens op } 13 Faneuil Halt Sq., Boston, TO AGENTS! 
: rag ee a ensatieie” mene adh mgt od ae 
agencies throughor t ‘ e apply. 
Militarv Goods. FINE GUNS, POLLAK’S MEERSCHAUM DEPOT, 27 JOHN ST, N. Y. 
SHOOTING ana FISHING TACKLE. | 20% 5°09 POST OFFICE, NEW YORK. 
Muzzle- and ! 
NO. 104 TREMONT ST., — rine we wg ett as ‘age M. B. BRADY’S © SYMONDS 
BOSTON Both English and American makes, from $40 to NATIONAL . Will reopen his 
F £0 pee pace Ween und thes (Photographic Galleries,' SCHOOL FOR BOYS 
Also, a full assortment of fine Rods and Fishing Broad 10 N.Y ’ 
Tackle, Smith & Wesson’s New Holster Revolver, 785 Broadway, cor 10@ st.) N. Y. 
Colt’s, Deringer’s, and all other And 637 Pennsyleania Av. “WE shington, D.C, | 4+ cing sing, N. ¥., September 3, 1872, 





im advance at rea-| by , , 
sz. Send for price-list and circulare, stating size and y-. Particular tion given to technic Institutes will find no better § school ia 
Ay., esbhigten, De *" term gun desired. bess eopying old pictures. whieh to puapese. 





bees eee ne — ay peadomne a Rem}randt Photographs, and Life size Crayonsa| Candidates for West Po nt, Annapolis or Poly- 
sonable ay ecialty. P. atten 
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